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House of Representatives

The House met at 1:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HARRIS).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 1, 2018.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ANDY HAR-
RIS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———————

PRAYER

Reverend Gene Hemrick, St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church, Washington, D.C., of-
fered the following prayer:

Lord, on the east side of our U.S.
Capitol stands a statue of peace that is
a divine quality of Your love. We pray
that You inspire the creativity of our
Congress in pursuing peace in a world
that is more hostile than nonviolent.
May our Congress embrace Your wis-
dom for opening hearts in which rec-
onciliation is preferred to strife; a time
when lion and lamb will lie down to-
gether.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BUDD) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BUDD led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 28, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
February 28, 2018, at 12:59 p.m.:

That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 35.

Appointments:

Joint Select Committee on Budget and Ap-
propriations Process Reform.

Joint Select Committee on Solvency of
Multiemployer Pension Plans.

Public Interest Declassification Board.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 1, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-

sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 1, 2018, at 10:59 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to S. J. Res. 53.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 535.

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 1625.

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 106.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

REAPPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUAL
TO THE SOCIAL SECURITY ADVI-
SORY BOARD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s re-
appointment, pursuant to section 703 of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 903),
and the order of the House of January
3, 2017, of the following individual on
the part of the House to the Social Se-
curity Advisory Board for a term of 6
years:

Ms. Nancy Altman, Bethesda, Mary-
land

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON
BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS
PROCESS REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the
Speaker and majority leader of the
Senate, their joint appointment, pursu-
ant to section 30442(b)(3) of the Bipar-
tisan Budget Act of 2018 (Pub. L. 115-
123), and the order of the House of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, of the following Member to
the Joint Select Committee on Budget
and Appropriations Process Reform as
co-chair:

Mr. WOMACK, Arkansas

——————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE
ON SOLVENCY OF MULTIEM-
PLOYER PENSION PLANS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair announces, on behalf of the
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Speaker and majority leader of the
Senate, their joint appointment, pursu-
ant to section 30422(b)(3) of the Bipar-
tisan Budget Act of 2018 (Pub. L. 115-
123), and the order of the House of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, of the following Senator to
the Joint Select Committee on Sol-
vency of Multiemployer Pension Plans
as co-chair:
Mr. HATCH, Utah

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable NANCY
PELOSI, Democratic Leader:

MARCH 1, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, U.S.
Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: Pursuant to section
30442(b)(3) of the Bipartisan Budget Act of
2018 (Pub. L. 115-123), I am pleased to an-
nounce the joint appointment, together with
the Minority Leader of the Senate, of the
Honorable NITA LOWEY of New York to serve
as co-chair of the Joint Select Committee on
Budget and Appropriations Process Reform.

Thank you for your attention to this ap-
pointment.

Sincerely,
NANCY PELOSI,
Democratic Leader.

EXPRESSING THE CONDOLENCES
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES ON THE DEATH OF THE
REVEREND BILLY GRAHAM

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform be
discharged from further consideration
of House Resolution 759, and ask for its
immediate consideration in the House.
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The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 759

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives offers its deep sympathies to the mem-
bers of the family of the late Reverend Billy
Graham.

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives honors the legacy of Reverend Billy
Graham for his life-long commitment to
preaching the Gospels, his fight for civil
rights, his opposition to communism, and
the spiritual guidance that he provided to
millions of people in the United States and
around the world.

Resolved, That when the House adjourns
today, it do so as a mark of respect to the
memory of the late Billy Graham.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
REFERRED

A joint resolution of the Senate of
the following title was taken from the
Speaker’s table and, under the rule, re-
ferred as follows:

S.J Res. 53. Joint resolution honoring the
life of William ‘‘Billy”’ F. Graham, Jr.; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

——

March 1, 2018

H.R. 535. An act to encourage visits be-
tween the United States and Taiwan at all
levels, and for other purposes.

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L Haas, Clerk of the House, re-
ported that on February 28, 2018, she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills.

H.R. 1725. To direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to submit certain reports relat-
ing to medical evidence submitted in support
of claims for benefits under the laws admin-
istered by the Secretary.

H.R. 3122. To direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to include on the internet
website of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs a warning regarding dishonest, preda-
tory, or otherwise unlawful practices tar-
geting individuals who are eligible for in-
creased pension on the basis of need for reg-
ular aid and attendance, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 4533. To designate the health care sys-
tem of the Department of Veterans Affairs in
Lexington, Kentucky, as the ‘‘Lexington VA
Health Care System’” and to make certain
other designations.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 1 o’clock and 36 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order and pur-
suant to House Resolution 759, the
House adjourned until Monday, March
5, 2018, at noon for morning-hour de-
bate, as a mark of respect to the mem-
ory of the late Billy Graham.

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the fourth quar-
ter of 2017 and the first quarter of 2018, pursuant to Public Law 95-384, are as follows:

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DANIEL SADLOSKY, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 23 AND JAN. 26, 2018

Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency? currency 2 currency? currency 2
Daniel Sadlosky 1724 1/25  Djibouti 381.00 14,600.00 14,981.00
Committee total 381.00 14,600.00 14,981.00

Lper diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

MR. DANIEL SADLOSKY, Feb. 12, 2018.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 31, 2017

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency? currency 2 currency? currency 2
Hon. Chris SMith .......coveveereeeeeeeeeeeee e 11/18 11/23  Croatia ... Kuna 838.00 3,640.46 4,478.46
Mark Milosch 10/10 10/14  Hungary . Forint 879.00 1,816.26 2,695.26
11/18 11/23  Croatia ... Kuna 838.00 3,640.46 4,478.46
Committee total ... e 255500 i 9,097.18 11,652.18

LPer diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH, Co-Chairman, Jan. 30, 2018.
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4130. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, Spe-
cialty Crops Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Onions Grown in South Texas; In-
creased Assessment Rate [Doc. No.: AMS-SC-
17-0040; SC17-959-1 FR] received February 26,
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

4131. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, Spe-
cialty Crops Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Perishable Agricultural Commodities
Act (PACA): Guidance on Growers’ Trust
Protection Eligibility and Clarification of
“Written Notification” [Document Number:
AMS-FV-15-0045] (RIN: 0581-AD50) received
February 26, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture.

4132. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, Spe-
cialty Crops Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Marketing Order Regulating the Han-
dling of Spearmint Oil Produced in the Far
West; Revision of the Salable Quantity and
Allotment Percentage for Class 3 (Native)
Spearmint Oil for the 2017-2018 Marketing
Year [Doc. No.: AMS-SC-16-0107; SC17-985-1A
FR] received February 26, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

4133. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Specialty Crops Program, Promotion
and Economics Division, Agricultural Mar-
keting Service, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Watermelon Research and Promotion Plan;
Redistricting and Importer Representation
[Document Number: AMS-SC-16-0097] re-
ceived February 26, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture.

4134. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, Spe-
cialty Crops Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Apricots Grown in Designated Coun-
ties in Washington; Decreased Assessment
Rate [Doc. No.: AMS-SC-17-0033; SC17-922-1
FIR] received February 26, 2018, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

4135. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Methyl Bromide; Pesticide
Tolerances for Emergency Exemptions [EPA-
HQ-OPP-2017-0447; FRL-9971-19] received Feb-
ruary 27, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture.

4136. A letter from the Secretary, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s interpretation — Commis-
sion Statement and Guidance on Public
Company Cybersecurity Disclosures [Release
Nos.: 33-10459; 34-82746] received February 26,
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

4137. A letter from the Secretary, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s interim final rule — In-
vestment Company Liquidity Risk Manage-
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ment Programs; Commission Guidance for
In-Kind ETFs [Release No.: IC-33010; File
No.: S7-03-18] (RIN: 3235-AM26) received Feb-
ruary 26, 2018, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

4138. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, Office of the
General Counsel, Consumer Product Safety
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
direct final rule — Prohibition of Children’s
Toys and Child Care Articles Containing
Specified Phthalates: Revision of Determina-
tions Regarding Certain Plastics [Docket
No.: CPSC-2016-0017] received February 26,
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4139. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Illinois;
Rule Part 225, Control of Emissions from
Large Combustion Sources [EPA-R05-OAR-
2016-0397; FRL-9974-87-Region 5] received Feb-
ruary 22, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4140. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Indiana;
Indiana NSR/PSD; Indiana PM2.5 NSR; Cor-
rection [EPA-R05-OAR-2009-0805; EPA-R05-
OAR-2012-0567; FRL-9974-88-Region 5] re-
ceived February 22, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4141. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Distillates (petroleum), Sol-
vent-Dewaxed Heavy Paraffinic; Exemption
from the Requirement of a Tolerance [EPA-
HQ-OPP-2017-0179; FRL-9974-14] received Feb-
ruary 22, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4142. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Quizalofop ethyl; Pesticide
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2016-0360; FRL-
9972-30] received February 22, 2018, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

4143. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Illinois;
Redesignation of the Illinois Portion of the
St. Louis-St. Charles-Farmington, Missouri-
Illinois Area to Attainment of the 2008 Ozone
Standard [EPA-R05-OAR-2017-0277; FRL-9974-
86-Region 5] received February 27, 2018, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

4144. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Mary-
land; 2011 Base Year Inventory for the 2008 8-
Hour Ozone National Ambient Air Quality
Standard for the Maryland Portion of the
Philadelphia-Wilmington-Atlantic City Non-
attainment Area [EPA-R03-OAR-2017-0149;
FRL-9974-98-Region 3] received February 27,
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4145. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
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Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Approval and Pro-
mulgation of Implementation Plans; Texas;
Approval of Texas Motor Vehicle Rule Revi-
sions [EPA-R06-OAR-2017-0077; FRL-9974-51-
Region 6] received February 27, 2018, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

4146. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval of California Air
Plan Revisions, Northern Sierra Air Quality
Management District [EPA-R09-OAR-2017-
0404; FRL-9974-67-Region 9] received Feb-
ruary 27, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4147. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Approval of Section
112(1) Authority for Hazardous Air Pollut-
ants; Perchloroethylene Air Emission Stand-
ards for Dry Cleaning Facilities; State of
Vermont [EPA-R01-OAR-2017-0343; A-1-FRL-
9972-97-Region 1] received February 27, 2018,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

4148. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s interim final rule — Determination to
Defer Sanctions; Bay Area Air Quality Man-
agement District [EPA-R09-OAR-2018-0080;
FRL-9974-97-Region 9] received February 27,
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4149. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Titanium dioxide; Exemp-
tion from the Requirement of a Tolerance
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2017-0257; FRL-9972-63] re-
ceived February 27, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4150. A letter from the Architect of the
Capitol, transmitting the semiannual report
of disbursements for the operations of the
Architect of the Capitol for the period of
July 1, 2017, through December 31, 2017, pur-
suant to 2 U.S.C. 1868a(a); Public Law 113-76,
div. I, title I, Sec. 1301(a); (128 Stat. 428) (H.
Doc. No. 115—97); to the Committee on House
Administration and ordered to be printed.

4151. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, Spe-
cialty Crops Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Pears Grown in Oregon and Wash-
ington; Increased Assessment Rate for Proc-
essed Pears [Doc. No.: AMS-SC-17-0045; SC17-
927-1 FR] received February 26, 2018, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Agriculture.

4152. A letter from the Manager, Species
Assessment Team, Fish and Wildlife Service,
Department of the Interior, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endangered
Species Status for Texas Hornshell [Docket
No.: FWS-R2-ES-2016-0077; 4500030113] (RIN:
1018-BB34) received February 26, 2018, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

4153. A letter from the Acting Branch
Chief, Species Assessment Team, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
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and Plants; Endangered Species Status for
Black Warrior Waterdog and Designation of
Critical Habitat [Docket Nos.: FWS-R4-ES-
2016-0029 and FWS-R4-ES-2016-0031; 4500030113]
(RIN: 1018-BAT78; RIN: 1018-BAT79) received
February 26, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

4154. A letter from the Chief, Branch of Re-
covery and State Grants, U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Removing Oenothera avita ssp.
eurekensis from the Federal List of Endan-
gered and Threatened Plants, and Reclassi-
fication of Swallenia alexandrae from En-
dangered to Threatened [Docket No.: FWS-
R8-ES-2013-0131; FXES11130900000-145-
FF09E42000] (RIN: 1018-AW04) received Feb-
ruary 26, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

4155. A letter from the Chief, Branch of Re-
covery and State Grants, U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Removing the Eastern Puma
(=Cougar) From the Federal List of Endan-
gered and Threatened Wildlife [Docket No.:
FWS-R5-ES-2015-0001;  50120-1113-000] (RIN:
1018-AY05) received February 26, 2018, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

4156. A letter from the Regulations Officer,
Office of Regulations and Reports Clearance,
Social Security Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule — Ex-
tension of Expiration Dates for Four Body
System Listings [Docket No.: SSA-2017-0055]
(RIN: 0960-AIl7) received February 26, 2018,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

——————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

(Omitted from the Record of February 27, 2018)

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. H.R. 146. A bill to take cer-
tain Federal lands in Tennessee into trust
for the benefit of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 115-584). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. ROYCE of California (for him-
self and Mr. ENGEL):

H.R. 5132. A bill to impose additional sanc-
tions with respect to Iran’s Revolutionary
Guard Corps, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Financial Serv-
ices, Oversight and Government Reform, the
Judiciary, and Ways and Means, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.
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By Mr. BISHOP of Utah:

H.R. 5133. A bill to reauthorize the Federal
Land Transaction Facilitation Act, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

By Mr. BACON (for himself and Mr.
CARBAJAL):

H.R. 5134. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to combat straw purchases of
firearms; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. GRANGER (for herself, Mr.
D1AZ-BALART, and Mr. FLORES):

H.R. 5135. A bill to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
provide for additional grants for school secu-
rity, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MCNERNEY:

H.R. 5136. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to pro-
vide grants to eligible local educational
agencies to encourage female students to
pursue studies and careers in science, mathe-
matics, engineering, and technology; to the
Committee on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania (for himself, Mr. VISCLOSKY,
Mr. CROWLEY, Ms. SANCHEZ, Mrs. DIN-
GELL, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. GOMEZ, Mrs.
WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. SoTO, Mr.
PocAaN, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr.
NORCROSS, Mr. MCEACHIN, and Mrs.
LAWRENCE):

H.R. 5137. A Dbill to standardize and extend
certain Buy America provisions; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, and in addition to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania (for
himself, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. PAUL-
SEN, Mr. KIND, Ms. SEWELL of Ala-
bama, and Mr. FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 5138. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to improve access to health
care through modernized health savings ac-
counts; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. CHABOT:

H.R. 5139. A bill to reauthorize the grant
program for school security in the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968;
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in
addition to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. MULLIN (for himself and Mr.
GIANFORTE):

H.R. 5140. A bill to make improvements to
the Account For the State Response to the
Opioid Abuse Crisis to improve tribal health;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (for herself
and Mr. DEUTCH):

H.R. 5141. A bill to make improvements to
certain defense and security assistance pro-
visions and to authorize assistance for Israel,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Armed Services, and Science,
Space, and Technology, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. AMASH (for himself, Mr. MEAD-
Ows, Mr. McCLINTOCK, Mr. MCKINLEY,
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mr.
MASSIE, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. PoLIs, Mr.
JONES, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. MESSER,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. BRAT, Mr. TONKO,
Mr. NORMAN, and Mr. KHANNA):
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H.R. 5142. A bill to amend chapter 2 of title
1, United States Code, to establish the style
for amending laws; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. AMASH (for himself, Mr. MEAD-
ows, Mr. McCLINTOCK, Mr. MCKINLEY,
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mr.
MASSIE, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. PoOLIS, Mr.
JONES, Mr. MoOULTON, Mr. MESSER,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. BRAT, Mr. TONKO,
Mr. NORMAN, and Mr. KHANNA):

H.R. 5143. A bill to require all bills, resolu-
tions, and other documents of Congress to be
created, transmitted, and published in
searchable electronic formats, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary, and in addition to the Committee on
House Administration, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. BLUM (for himself and Mr.
SCHNEIDER):

H.R. 5144. A bill to require the Comptroller
General of the United States to report on
compliance of contracting agencies with sub-
contracting plans and subcontracting goals
under the Small Business Act, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Small Busi-
ness.

By Ms. DELAURO:

H.R. 5145. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to eliminate tax pref-
erences for foreign profits by repealing the
reduced rate of tax on foreign-derived intan-
gible income and global intangible low-taxed
income; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Ms. ESTY of Connecticut (for her-
self, Mr. MACARTHUR, Mr. HIMES, and
Mr. QUIGLEY):

H.R. 5146. A bill to amend the Carl D. Per-
kins Career and Technical Education Act of
2006 to establish the American Technical
Training Grant Program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce.

By Ms. GABBARD:

H.R. 5147. A bill to amend the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act of 2002 to require voting sys-
tems used in elections for Federal office to
produce a voter-verified paper ballot of each
vote cast on the system, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration, and in addition to the Committee on
the Budget, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. GIANFORTE:

H.R. 5148. A Dbill to release certain wilder-
ness study areas in the State of Montana; to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. GIANFORTE:

H.R. 5149. A bill to provide that certain
wilderness study areas in Montana have been
adequately studied for wilderness designa-
tion; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. LEVIN:

H.R. 5150. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to require drug manufac-
turers to pay a Medicare part B rebate for
certain drugs if the price of such drugs in-
creases faster than inflation; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Ways and Means,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mex-
ico:

H.R. 5151. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to reauthorize a grant
program improving treatment for pregnant
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and postpartum women; to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. NOLAN:

H.R. 5152. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to establish a grant pro-
gram for eligible nonprofit organizations to
carry out positive psychology reconditioning
programs for veterans; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. SMUCKER (for himself and Mr.
MOONEY of West Virginia):

H.R. 5153. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit against
tax for charitable donations to nonprofit or-
ganizations providing workforce training and
education scholarships to qualified elemen-
tary and secondary students; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. BUDD (for himself, Mr.
MCHENRY, Mr. JONES, Ms. Foxx, Mr.
ROUZER, Mr. MEADOWS, Mr. WALKER,
Mr. PITTENGER, Mr. HOLDING, and Mr.
HUDSON):

H. Res. 759. A resolution expressing the
condolences of the House of Representatives
on the death of the Reverend Billy Graham;
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, considered and agreed to.

By Mr. PAYNE (for himself, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Mr. PANETTA,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. GON-
ZALEZ of Texas, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr.
S0TO0, Ms. NORTON, and Mrs. BEATTY):

H. Res. 760. A resolution supporting the
designation of March 2018 as National
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

By Mr. THOMPSON of California (for
himself, Ms. ADAMS, Mrs. BEATTY,
Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms.
BORDALLO, Ms. BROWNLEY of Cali-
fornia, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. CLARK of
Massachusetts, Ms. CLARKE of New
York, Mr. COHEN, Mrs. COMSTOCK, Mr.
CORREA, Mr. CoSTA, Mr. DELANEY,
Mr. DESAULNIER, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. HAS-
TINGS, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, Mr. LARSEN of Washington,
Ms. LEE, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Ms.
LOFGREN, Mr. LYNCH, Ms. MCcCOLLUM,
Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr.
MOULTON, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. POCAN, Mrs. RADEWAGEN,
Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Ms. SANCHEZ,
Ms. SINEMA, Mr. SMITH of Wash-
ington, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. NOLAN, Mr.
SWALWELL of California, Mr. TAKANO,
Ms. TSONGAS, Mr. YARMUTH, Mr.
VARGAS, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. POLIS,
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mrs. DEMINGS,
Mr. CRIST, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr.
BIsHOP of Georgia, Mr. CARSON of In-
diana, Mr. POLIQUIN, Mr. BROWN of
Maryland, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. CLAY, Ms.
KUSTER of New Hampshire, Mr.
PAYNE, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mrs.
CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York,
Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New
York, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. RYAN of
Ohio, Mr. BrRADY of Pennsylvania,
Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto Rico,
Mr. HURD, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHN-
SON of Texas, Ms. PLASKETT, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. MEEKS, Mr.
SERRANO, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Ms. NOR-
TON, Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania,
and Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI):

H. Res. 761. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of National Women’s His-
tory Month; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

————

MEMORIALS

Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials
were presented and referred as follows:
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162. The SPEAKER presented a memorial
of the Senate of the State of Michigan, rel-
ative to Senate Resolution No. 118, to memo-
rialize the Congress of the United States to
enact legislation that provides the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
and regional management councils addi-
tional tools to effectively and appropriately
manage our nation’s important saltwater
recreational fisheries; which was referred to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

163. Also, a memorial of the Senate of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, relative to
Senate Resolution No. 253, urging the Con-
gress of the United States to amend the Gun
Control Act of 1968 to protect the constitu-
tional rights of medical cannabis users;
which was referred jointly to the Commit-
tees on the Judiciary and Energy and Com-
merce.

———

PRIVATE BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 3 of rule XII,

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey introduced a
bill (H.R. 5154) for the relief of
Osmark Juan Bruemmer Gonzalez;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

——————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. ROYCE of California:

H.R. 5132.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

By Mr. BISHOP of Utah:

H.R. 5133.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article IV, section 3, clause 2

By Mr. BACON:

H.R. 5134.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S.
Constitution, which gives Congress the
power ‘‘to regulate commerce with foreign
nations, and among the several states, and
with the Indian tribes.”

By Ms. GRANGER:

H.R. 5135.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Spending Clause: ‘“The Congress shall
have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties,
Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and
provide for the common Defence and general
Welfare of the United States. . . .”

The Necessary and Proper Clause: ‘‘The
Congress shall have Power To . . . make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United

States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.”
By Mr. MCNERNEY:
H.R. 5136.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, section 8 of the United States
Constitution.
By Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania:
H.R. 5137.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8 of the U. S. Constitu-
tion, which grants Congress the power to
“lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts, and
Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the
common defense and general Welfare of the
United States.”

By Mr KELLY of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 5138.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Mr. CHABOT:

H.R. 5139.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. MULLIN:

H.R. 5140.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1

By Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN:

H.R. 5141.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution

By Mr. AMASH:

H.R. 5142.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 1, of the Constitution
states: ‘“All legislative Powers herein grant-
ed shall be vested in a Congress of the United
States . . .”” It is both ‘“‘necessary and proper
[for Congress to make laws] for carrying into
Execution” this Power (Article I, Section 8,
Clause 18), including setting standards for
the format and content of legislation pro-
posed to be considered by Congress.

By Mr. AMASH:

H.R. 5143.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 1, of the Constitution
states: ‘“All legislative Powers herein grant-
ed shall be vested in a Congress of the United
States . . .”” It is both ‘‘necessary and proper
[for Congress to make laws] for carrying into
Execution” this Power (Article I, Section 8,
Clause 18), including setting standards for
documents produced by Congress.

By Mr. BLUM:

H.R. 5144.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8: The Congress shall
have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties,
Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and
provide for the common Defence and general
Welfare of the United States; but all Duties,
Imposts and Excises shall be uniform
throughout the United States

By Ms. DELAURO:

H.R. 5145.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Ms. ESTY of Connecticut:

H.R. 5146.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution.

By Ms. GABBARD:

H.R. 5147.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

U.S. Constitution including Article 1, Sec-
tion 8, Clause 1 (General Welfare Clause) and
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 (Necessary and
Proper Clause)

By Mr. GIANFORTE:

H.R. 5148.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article 4, Section 3, Clause 2
By Mr. GIANFORTE:
H.R. 5149.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 4, Section 3, Clause 2
By Mr. LEVIN:
H.R. 5150.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the United
States Constitution B
By Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mex-
ico:
H.R. 5151.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18
By Mr. NOLAN:
H.R. 5152.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.
By Mr. SMUCKER:
H.R. 5153.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Clause 3 of section 8 of article 1 of the Con-
stitution
By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey:
H.R. 51564.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 35: Mr. MACARTHUR.

H.R. 99: Mr. BROOKS of Alabama, Ms. SHEA-
PORTER, and Ms. LOFGREN.

H.R. 530: Mr. HECK.

H.R. 559: Mr. FLORES and Mr. WEBSTER of
Florida.

H.R. 630: Ms. JACKSON LEE.

H.R. 846: Ms. CHENEY.

H.R. 914: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI.

H.R. 930: Mr. LAHOoOD, Mr. BILIRAKIS, and
Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida.

H.R. 1026: Mr. HIGGINS of New York and Mr.
POCAN.

H.R. 1078: Mr. LOWENTHAL, Ms. SINEMA, and
Mr. MACARTHUR.

. 1100: . AGUILAR.

. 1120: . LYNCH.

. 1267: . HOLDING.

. 1278: . SoTo.

. 1279: . WELCH.

. 1284: . KING of Towa.

. 1424: . EsTY of Connecticut.

. 1444: . RYAN of Ohio and Mr. GAETZ.
. 1447: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN.

H.R. 1472: Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky and Mr.
KEATING.

H.R. 1478: Ms. GABBARD, Mr. LAWSON of
Florida, Mr. KING of New York, Mr. VARGAS,
Mr. MCNERNEY, Ms. DEGETTE, and Mrs.
BUSTOS.

H.R. 1606: Mr. NORCROSS and Mr. PEARCE.

H.R. 1683: Mr. MOOLENAAR and Mr.
CUELLAR.

H.R. 1825:
GIANFORTE.

H.R. 1910:

H.R. 1972:

H.R. 2024:
. 2059:
. 2220:

Mrs. WAGNER and Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

MARSHALL and Mr. BOST.
BARLETTA.

CARTER of Georgia.

KHANNA.

MACARTHUR.

. 2327: Mr. SCHNEIDER.

. 2428: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI.

. 2472: Miss RICE of New York.

. 2513: Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida.
. 2567: Ms. BASS.
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H.R. 2598: Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. DELANEY,
Mr. KEATING, and Mr. SOTO.

H.R. 2687: Ms. DELAURO.

H.R. 2747: Mr. LOWENTHAL.

H.R. 2790: Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of
New Mexico.

H.R. 2851: Mr. CURTIS.

H.R. 2856: Mr. WALDEN.

H.R. 2899: Mr. RYAN of Ohio.

H.R. 2991: Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Penn-
sylvania.

H.R. 3034: Mr. CosTA, Mr. COLE,
WOODALL, Mr. BUCK, and Ms. CHENEY.

H.R. 3197: Mr. TROTT, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE
JOHNSON of Texas, and Mr. MCNERNEY.

H.R. 3497: Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina
and Mr. AGUILAR.

H.R. 3605: Mr. SERRANO.

H.R. 3613: Mr. NORCROSS, Ms. JACKSON LEE,
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, and Ms. SHEA-PORTER.

H.R. 3635: Mr. PETERS.

H.R. 3642: Mr. PAULSEN and Mr. JORDAN.

H.R. 3694: Mr. FLEISCHMANN.

H.R. 3699: Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 3742: Mr. TAKANO and Mr. LAWSON of
Florida.

H.R. 3798:

H.R. 3875:

H.R. 3987:

H.R. 3988:

H.R. 4045:

H.R. 4052:

H.R. 4099:

H.R. 4142:

H.R. 4143: Ms.

H.R. 4186: Ms. JACKSON LEE.

H.R. 4223: Mr. PoOE of Texas, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Mr. RUSSELL, and Mrs. COM-
STOCK.

H.R. 4240: Ms. CAsTOR of Florida, Mr.
SCHNEIDER, and Mr. CLEAVER.

H.R. 4256: Mr. JoDY B. HICE of Georgia, Mr.
COSTELLO of Pennsylvania, Mrs. BEATTY, Ms.
TSONGAS, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr. SWALWELL
of California, Mr. BILIRAKIS, and Mr. MEE-
HAN.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R. 4612:

H.R. 4622:
LOFGREN,
LOWENTHAL.

H.R. 4635: Mr. KIND.

H.R. 4664: Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia and
Mr. ARRINGTON.

H.R. 4666: Mr. FASO.

H.R. 4671: Mr. DEFAZIO.

H.R. 4681: Mr. RUSSELL.

H.R. 4682: Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida,
Mr. HOLDING, and Mr. HULTGREN.

H.R. 4718: Mr. HENSARLING.

H.R. 4724: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 4733: Mr. ENGEL, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. ESHOO, and
Mr. RASKIN.

H.R. 4734: Ms. FRANKEL of Florida.

H.R. 4747: Mr. CULBERSON.

H.R. 4800: Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr.
LAMALFA, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. PoLIs, and Ms.
ROSEN.

H.R. 4811: Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. COOK, Mr.
FAso, Mr. KING of New York, Ms. HERRERA
BEUTLER, Mr. BACON, Mr. NEWHOUSE, Mr.
COMER, and Mr. DENHAM.

H.R. 4814: Ms. PINGREE and Mr. THOMPSON
of California.

H.R. 4854: Mr. KING of New York.

H.R. 4858: Mr. KHANNA, Mr. PoLIS, and Mr.
SoTo.

H.R. 4888: Mr.

H.R. 4909: Mr.

H.R. 4943: Mr.

H.R. 4949: Mr. GARAMENDI.

H.R. 4954: Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas.

H.R. 5011: Mr. COOPER, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr.
SHERMAN, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. LEWIS of Geor-

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.

AMODEI.

LOWENTHAL.

KHANNA and Mr. COHEN.
NORTON.

WENSTRUP.

KEATING.

MARINO and Mr. PAULSEN.
JACKSON LEE.

KUSTER of New Hampshire.

4316:
4392:
4489:
4536:
4608:

Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.

PINGREE.

CASTRO of Texas.

ROSEN.

HURD.

BERGMAN.

Mr. PITTENGER.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina, Ms.
Mr. CARBAJAL, and Mr.

CUMMINGS.
SCALISE.
HOLDING.
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gia, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. CUMMINGS, Ms. NOR-
TON, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. KHANNA,
Mr. RASKIN, Mr. HASTINGS, Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN, Mr. YARMUTH, Ms. ADAMS, Mr.
KEATING, Ms. SEWELL of Alabama, Ms. WIL-
SON of Florida, Mr. VELA, Ms. PLASKETT, Mr.
DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. JACKSON LEE,
Mr. NADLER, Miss RICE of New York, Mr.
PAYNE, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr. CARSON of Indi-
ana, Mr. CORREA, Ms. MAXINE WATERS of
California, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. AL GREEN of
Texas, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. CRIST, Mr. WELCH,
Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr.
VARGAS, Ms. McCoLLUM, Mr. SERRANO, Mr.
BLUMENAUER, Mrs. DAVIS of California, Mr.
SARBANES, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. HECK, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. CARBAJAL, and Ms.
VELAZQUEZ.

H.R. 5057: Mr. BEYER.

H.R. 5058: Ms. SANCHEZ.

H.R. 5062: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania,
Mr. SoTO, Ms. NORTON, Mr. FITZPATRICK, and
Mr. GALLEGO.

H.R. 5079: Mr. BARLETTA.

H.R. 5087: Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas, Mr. EVANS, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Ms.
GABBARD, Mr. SABLAN, and Mr. LIPINSKI.

H.R. 5105: Mr. RoOYCE of California, Mr.
McCAUL, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. POE of Texas,
Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida, Mr.
KEATING, and Mr. NORMAN.

H.R. 5113: Mr. BEYER.

H.R. 5114: Ms. LOFGREN.

H.R. 5116: Mr. JONES.

H.R. 5122: Mr. COHEN, Mr. ELLISON, Mr.
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. BROWN of
Maryland, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Mr. CUM-
MINGS, Mr. CRIST, Mr. SOTO, Ms. SEWELL of
Alabama, and Ms. ADAMS.

H.J. Res. 101: Mr. MEADOWS.

H. Con. Res. 10: Ms. SEWELL of Alabama.

H. Res. 128: Mr. SIRES, Mr. PERLMUTTER,
Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, and Ms. WILSON of
Florida.

H. Res. 356: Mr. CICILLINE and Mr. DOG-
GETT.

H. Res. 367: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER.

H. Res. 401: Ms. SLAUGHTER.

H. Res. 740: Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. RuUIz, Mr.
LOEBSACK, and Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD.

H. Res. 743: Ms. LOFGREN.

———————

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 3 of rule XII,

82. The SPEAKER presented a petition of
the Senate of the Twentieth Northern Mari-
anas Commonwealth Legislature, relative to
Senate Resolution No. 20-21, strongly sup-
porting the provisions of S. 2325 and H.R. 4869
and respectfully requests for the passage of
S. 2325 and H.R. 4869 in the respective houses
of the United States Congress; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

———
DISCHARGE PETITIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XV, the fol-
lowing discharge petitions were filed:

Petition 6, February 26, 2018, by MR.
THOMPSON of California on the bill (H.R.
4240), was signed by the following Members:
Mr. Thompson of California, Mrs. Mrs. Caro-
lyn B. Maloney of New York, Mrs. Watson
Coleman, Ms. Kelly of Illinois, Mrs. Law-
rence, Mr. Peters, Mr. Jeffries, Mr. Connolly,
Mr. Sires, Mr. Ted Lieu of California, Mr.
Cooper, Mr. Heck, Ms. Maxine Waters of
California, Ms. Barragan, Mr. O’Halleran,
Mr. Walz, Ms. Michelle Lujan Grisham of
New Mexico, Mr. Blumenauer, Mr. Larson of
Connecticut, Mr. Pocan, Ms. DelBene, Mr.
Panetta, Mr. Suozzi, Mr. Carson of Indiana,
Mr. Brown of Maryland, Mr. Sarbanes, Mrs.
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Murphy of Florida, Mr. Yarmuth, Mr. Cohen,
Ms. Pingree, Ms. Matsui, Mr. Ruppersberger,
Mr. Langevin, Mr. Bera, Ms. Jayapal, Ms.
Esty of Connecticut, Mr. Johnson of Georgia,

Ms. Kuster of New Hampshire, Mr.
Lowenthal, Ms. Bonamici, Mr.
Krishnamoorthi, Ms. McCollum, Mr.
Keating, Ms. Tsongas, Ms. Wasserman

Schultz, Mr. Garamendi, Ms. Roybal-Allard,
Ms. Castor of Florida, Mr. Sherman, Mrs.
Davis of California, Mr. Ruiz, Mrs. Demings,
Mr. Kilmer, Miss Rice of New York, Ms.
Blunt Rochester, Mr. Lawson of Florida, Mr.
McEachin, Mr. Espaillat, Mr. Khanna, Mr.
Delaney, Mr. Courtney, Mr. Cartwright, Mr.
Ellison, Ms. Clark of Massachusetts, Mrs.
Dingell, Mrs. Napolitano, Mr. Beyer, Mr.
Soto, Ms. Eddie Bernice Johnson of Texas,

Ms. Hanabusa, Mr. Huffman, Ms. Titus, Mr.
Schneider, Mr. Evans, Ms. Lofgren, Ms.
Schakowsky, Mr. Lewis of Georgia, Mr.
Meeks, Mr. Capuano, Ms. Kaptur, Mr.
DeSaulnier, Ms. Clarke of New York, Mr.
Takano, Ms. Jackson Lee, Mr. Clyburn, Mr.
Thompson of Mississippi, Mr. Tonko, Ms.
Judy Chu of California, Ms. Adams, Ms.

Fudge, Mr. Kildee, Mr. Lynch, Mr. McNer-
ney, Mr. Quigley, Mr. Michael F. Doyle of
Pennsylvania, Ms. Eshoo, Mr. Cicilline, Mr.
Scott of Virginia, Mr. Brady of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. Aguilar, Ms. Wilson of Florida,
Mr. Crist, Mr. Hastings, Mr. Grijalva, Mr.
Kennedy, Mr. Sean Patrick Maloney of New
York, Mr. Deutch, Mr. McGovern, Mr.
Vargas, Mrs. Beatty, Mr. Serrano, Mr. Lar-
sen of Washington, Ms. Rosen, Mr. Danny K.
Davis of Illinois, Mrs. Lowey, Ms. Brownley
of California, Ms. Lee, Mr. Hoyer, Ms. Meng,
Mr. DeFazio, Mr. Raskin, Ms. Velazquez, Mr.
Swalwell of California, Ms. Slaughter, Mr.
Nadler, Mr. Al Green of Texas, Mr. Kihuen,
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Ms. Gabbard, Mr. Lipinski, Ms. Bass, Mr.
Gomez, Ms. DeLauro, Mr. Gallego, Ms.
Moore, Ms. DeGette, Mr. Nolan, Mr.
Cardenas, Ms. Pelosi, Mr. Price of North
Carolina, Ms. Sewell of Alabama, Mr. Clay,
Ms. Sanchez, Mr. David Scott of Georgia, Mr.
Castro of Texas, Mr. Levin, Mr. Higgins of
New York, Mrs. Bustos, Mr. Schrader, Mr.
Polis, Ms. Frankel of Florida, Mr. Crowley,
Mr. Doggett, Mr. Pallone, Mr. Brendan F.
Boyle of Pennsylvania, Mr. Ben Ray Lujan of
New Mexico, Mr. Rush, Mr. Foster, Mr.
Loebsack, Mr. Butterfield, Mr. Perlmutter,
Mr. Welch, Mr. Norcross, Mr. Ryan of Ohio,
Mr. Moulton, Mr. Himes, Mr. Pascrell, Mr.
Carbajal, Ms. Shea-Porter, and Mr. Veasey.
Petition 7, February 27, 2018, by MR. CLY-
BURN on the bill (H.R. 3464), was signed by
the following Members: Mr. Clyburn, Mr.
Richmond, Ms. Fudge, Mr. Kildee, Ms. Scha-

kowsky, Mr. Capuano, Mr. Khanna, Mr.
Lynch, Mr. McNerney, Mr. Quigley, Mr. Mi-
chael F. Doyle of Pennsylvania, Mr.

Cicilline, Mr. Scott of Virginia, Ms. Matsui,
Mr. Cooper, Mr. Brown of Maryland, Mr.
Brady of Pennsylvania, Mr. Aguilar, Ms. Wil-
son of Florida, Mrs. Watson Coleman, Mr.
Ellison, Mrs. Demings, Mr. Crist, Mr. Has-
tings, Mr. Grijalva, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Sean
Patrick Maloney of New York, Mr. Deutch,
Ms. Castor of Florida, Ms. Kelly of Illinois,
Ms. DelBene, Mr. McGovern, Mr. Vargas,
Mrs. Beatty, Mr. Serrano, Mr. Larsen of
Washington, Mr. Danny K. Davis of Illinois,
Mrs. Lowey, Ms. Kuster of New Hampshire,
Ms. Brownley of California, Mr. Beyer, Ms.
Bonamici, Ms. Lee, Mr. Hoyer, Ms. Meng, Mr.
DeFazio, Mr. Soto, Mr. DeSaulnier, Mr.
Raskin, Mr. Sarbanes, Ms. Wasserman
Schultz, Mr. Tonko, Ms. Velazquez, Mrs.
Napolitano, Mr. Panetta, Ms. Eddie Bernice
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Johnson of Texas, Ms. Hanabusa, Mr.
Swalwell of California, Mr. Espaillat, Ms.
Jayapal, Mr. Pocan, Ms. Adams, Ms. Slaugh-
ter, Mr. Nadler, Miss Rice of New York, Mr.
Al Green of Texas, Mr. Evans, Ms. Clark of
Massachusetts, Mr. Courtney, Mr. Langevin,
Mr. Kihuen, Ms. Gabbard, Mr. Lipinski, Mr.

Huffman, Ms. Blunt  Rochester, Mr.
McEachin, Mr. Schneider, Mr.
Krishnamoorthi, Mrs. Davis of California,

Ms. Bass, Mr. Gomez, Ms. McCollum, Ms.
DeLauro, Mr. Sherman, Mrs. Dingell, Mrs.
Murphy of Florida, Mr. Ruiz, Mr. Gallego,
Ms. Moore, Ms. DeGette, Mr. Nolan, Mr.
Cardenas, Ms. Pelosi, Mr. Price of North
Carolina, Mr. Cohen, Ms. Sewell of Alabama,
Mr. Clay, Ms. Sanchez, Mr. David Scott of
Georgia, Ms. Pingree, Mr. Castro of Texas,
Mr. Thompson of California, Mrs. Carolyn B.
Maloney of New York, Mr. Connolly, Mr.
Levin, Mr. Sires, Mr. Higgins of New York,
Mrs. Bustos, Mr. Polis, Ms. Frankel of Flor-
ida, Mr. Crowley, Mr. Doggett, Ms. Eshoo,
Ms. Esty of Connecticut, Mr. Pallone, Mr.
Brendan F. Boyle of Pennsylvania, Mr. Cart-
wright, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. Ben Ray Lujan of
New Mexico, Mr. Rush, Ms. Judy Chu of Cali-
fornia, Mr. Takano, Ms. Clarke of New York,
Mr. Foster, Ms. Tsongas, Mr. Lowenthal, Mr.
Butterfield, Mr. Perlmutter, Mr. Welch, Mr.
Norcross, Mr. Ryan of Ohio, Mr. Moulton,

Mr. Jeffries, Mr. Meeks, Mr. Johnson of
Georgia, Mr. Peters, Ms. Barragan, Mr.
Himes, Ms. Lofgren, Mr. Pascrell, Ms.

Michelle Lujan Grisham of New Mexico, Mr.
Heck, Mr. Lewis of Georgia, Mr. Carbajal,
Ms. Shea-Porter, Ms. Jackson Lee, Mr.
Thompson of Mississippi, Mr. Kilmer, and
Mr. Veasey.
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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O Lord our God, as our lawmakers
take up the duties of this day, give
them Your wisdom and guidance. Re-
mind them that You already know
their needs, motives, hopes, and fears.
Lord, keep them from being awed by
difficulties and frightened by problems,
as You provide them with wisdom in
their decisions and harmony in their
interactions. May the work they do
today on Capitol Hill have eternal sig-
nificance.

We pray
Amen.

in Your mighty Name.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
YOUNG). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———
EXECUTIVE SESSION
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-

Senate

ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of A. Marvin
Quattlebaum, Jr., of South Carolina, to
be United States District Judge for the
District of South Carolina.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

MEASURE PLACED ON THE CALENDAR—H.R. 1865

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk
due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1865) to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to clarify that section
230 of such Act does not prohibit the enforce-
ment against providers and users of inter-
active computer services of Federal and
State criminal and civil law relating to sex-
ual exploitation of children or sex traf-
ficking, and for other purposes.

Mr. MCCONNELL. In order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to further
proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
placed on the calendar.

REMEMBERING BILLY GRAHAM

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday we welcomed the President, the
Vice President, and the family of the
late Reverend Billy Graham as he lay
in honor in the Capitol. This is a very
rare tribute—even rarer for an Amer-
ican without government or military
service—but it perfectly suits the re-
markable man whose preaching in-
spired millions worldwide, who coun-
seled Presidents and world leaders
across generations, and whom an entire
nation came to know as America’s pas-
tor.

Billy Graham’s powerful preaching
and his historic revivals brought so

many closer to God because his work
was not ultimately about him. ‘““The se-
cret of my work,” he explained, ‘‘is
God. I would be nothing without him.”
His personal strengths and talents were
mighty, but it was his kindness, his hu-
mility, and his total fidelity to faith
and family that defined his life and his
ministry.

I am glad that Congress could honor
the great Reverend Graham in this
way. Yesterday, thousands—thou-
sands—of Americans packed the Ro-
tunda down the hall to pay their re-
spects. All across the country, people
are giving thanks for the extraordinary
contributions of this good and faithful
servant.

TAX REFORM

Mr. President, on another matter, it
has been just over 2 months since the
united Republican government deliv-
ered historic tax reform to middle-
class families all across the country.
How is it working? We have all seen
the national news. Walmart is giving
raises or new benefits to more than 1
million hourly workers. Boeing is in-
vesting $300 million in workforce devel-
opment and corporate giving. Apple is
bringing hundreds of billions of dollars
back home. But no less important are
the stories making front-page news in
hometown newspapers all across our
country.

Thanks to tax reform in North Lima,
OH, Sheely’s Furniture & Appliance is
planning to issue $1,000 bonuses to full-
time workers and expand the sales
floor by 4,500 square feet.

In Cushing, OH—population of 220
people—tax reform is allowing John
Anfinson to give $1,000 bonuses and 5
percent pay raises to all of his employ-
ees at the farm store that his grand-
father founded in 1918, 100 years ago.

“I work every day shoulder to shoul-
der with everyone,” Mr. Anfinson ex-
plained. ‘“When you work every day
with a group of people, you know them
and their family. They are the
most valuable asset in any business.”

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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His customers will also likely be
breathing easier. Tax reform is ena-
bling farmers and ranchers across
America to immediately expense the
cost of important investments, and it
is taking a big bite—a big bite—out of
the death tax.

Senators heard stories just like these
during last week’s State work period.
Just ask Senator TOOMEY what tax re-
form is doing in Pennsylvania. He
stopped by New Hudson Facades, a
manufacturer in Linwood. Tax reform
enabled them to increase wages by 5
percent, and a partner company is con-
tributing $3.000 to every factory work-
er’s 401(k).

How about in Montana? Senator
DAINES’ trip across his State took him
to Pacific Steel in Great Falls, where
sales are up 256 percent—sales are up 25
percent—since tax reform passed.

In West Virginia, Senator CAPITO
joined a roundtable at the Huntington
Regional Chamber of Commerce. She
heard from local business leaders about
“‘increased optimism.”

In Nevada, 90 percent of the small
business owners Senator HELLER re-
cently spoke with said they plan to
raise wages, increase benefits, award
bonuses, hire more workers, or invest
in their operations.

It is a shame our Democratic col-
leagues still haven’t been able to ex-
tract themselves from their lockstep
opposition to this historic law. If they
had gotten their way, none of this good
news would have happened—none of it.
Only one of the Senators from Pennsyl-
vania voted for the law that is allowing
that Linwood manufacturer to expand.
Only one Senator from Ohio voted for
the new law that is helping those work-
ers in North Lima. Only one Senator
from Nevada voted to give small busi-
nesses the flexibility to invest more in
their employees. Only one Senator
from West Virginia and one Senator
from Montana voted to take money out
of Washington’s pocket and put it back
in the pockets of the middle class.

Every single Senate Democrat—every
one of them—did all they could to
block tax reform. Fortunately, every
Republican voted to pass it. And be-
cause Congress passed tax reform and
the President signed it into law, work-
ers and small business owners are al-
ready reaping the benefits.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

GUN VIOLENCE

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, on Fri-
day, I visited Wilde Lake High School
in Columbia, which is located in How-
ard County, MD, between Washington
and Baltimore. I wanted to talk to stu-
dents about the tragic Valentine’s Day
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
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High School, in Parkland, FL, which
left 17 students and faculty members
dead. This is the deadliest high school
shooting in American history. I went
to Wilde Lake because one of their own
teachers, Laura Wallen, was shot to
death in September 2017, and her
former boyfriend is now on trial for her
murder.

I was extremely impressed by the
passion of these students. They had a
great deal of interest in the subject
matter; they were extremely articu-
late; and they asked great questions. I
found it extremely encouraging for the
future of Howard County, MD, and this
Nation. These students are rightfully
concerned about their safety and the
safety of their classmates. It has been
2 weeks since a disturbed young man
invaded Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School.

The reaction seems to be like clock-
work after each shooting. There is bi-
partisan shock, anger, and horror. Pre-
dictably, the question comes out: Will
this time be different? The answer for
the Republican leaders in Congress has
always been ‘‘no’’ as the outrage and
call to act quickly falls back to NRA
talking points versus reality. This
time, the students of Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School and the
students in Maryland and across the
country are not taking ‘‘no” as the
final word. This time, the survivors are
leading the way and are speaking out
in a forceful way like we have not
heard before.

Students like Ryan Deitsch, a senior
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School, want to know why these stu-
dents—the children—need to be the
ones to speak out ‘‘just to save inno-
cent lives,” he said. He wants to know
why the adults cannot be the adults
and do what is necessary to protect
children.

I think the students of Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School have
had a clear, articulate message that
this carnage needs to stop. They want
to feel safe in their schools again.
Armed with their cell phones and their
stories, they have taken up the banner
of hashtag ‘‘never again” and are
changing the face of this debate to
make this country safer from gun vio-
lence.

Alex Wind, another survivor from
Stoneman Douglas, laid out the larger
problem of why students are mobi-
lizing:

We’re marching because it’s not just
schools. It’s movie theaters, it’s concerts,
it’s nightclubs. This kind of stuff can’t just
happen. You know, we are marching for our
lives, we’re marching for the 17 lives we lost.
And we’re marching for our children’s lives
and our children’s children and their chil-
dren.

So what can we do?

There are several pieces of legisla-
tion that are ready to go. The Demo-
crats and some Republicans have been
willing and ready to act. Leader
MCCONNELL could move any one of
these bills right now. Let’s start by
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making it clear that weapons of war
are not needed by civilians of any age.
I have cosponsored S. 2095, the Assault
Weapons Ban of 2017, offered by Sen-
ator FEINSTEIN.

This legislation would, one, ban the
sale, manufacture, transfer, and impor-
tation of military style assault weap-
ons; two, ban any assault weapon that
accepts a detachable ammunition mag-
azine and has one or more military
characteristics; three, ban magazines
and other ammunition feeding devices
that hold more than 10 rounds of am-
munition, which allow shooters to
quickly fire many rounds without
needing to reload.

The bill also requires a background
check on any future sale, trade, or
gifting of an assault weapon that is
covered by the bill, and it prohibits the
transfer of high-capacity ammunition
magazines. It also bans bump fire
stocks and other devices that allow
semiautomatic weapons to fire at fully
automatic rates. Congress should also
pass the Background Check Expansion
Act, S. 2009, which I have cosponsored
and has been offered by Senator MUR-
PHY.

This bill would expand Federal back-
ground check requirements to include
the sale or transfer of all firearms by
private sellers, just as licensed dealers
are required to conduct checks for
sales under the existing Brady Law.
The bill requires background checks
for the sales or transfers of all firearms
from one private party to another even
if either party is not a federally Ili-
censed dealer. This requirement ex-
tends to all unlicensed sellers whether
they do business online, at gun shows,
or out of their homes.

According to a recent poll, a record
97 percent of those surveyed said that
they support requiring background
checks for gun buyers—97 percent. Why
can’t we get this done? It is not a
heavy lift. Americans are with us on
this. We need to recognize that saving
children’s lives is more important than
the National Rifle Association.

Congress also should ease restric-
tions on gun violence research and pre-
vention efforts by removing onerous re-
strictions on the Centers for Disease
Control research. We can improve
States’ sharing of information with
Federal databases that screen gun buy-
ers.

At a townhall last week, Senator
RUBIO, when questioned by an audience
of students and parents from Stoneman
Douglas, said that ‘‘the problems we
are facing here today cannot be solved
by gun laws alone.” With that, I agree,
but these gun laws will make a dif-
ference. Yes, there is no single solu-
tion, but we should be united in our
willingness to do what we can to save
lives.

I agree with my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle that we must devote
more resources to mental health prior-
ities to identify young people who may
be about to cause harm to themselves
or others.
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Let’s attack this problem from mul-
tiple directions. We cannot raise our
hands in the air and give up because
there is no one law that can solve the
problem. Sitting on the sidelines is not
an option when our children are being
killed, sometimes by other children,
and surrendering to the false logic that
the problem is too big to address falls
well short of what the American people
deserve. We were sent here to our Na-
tion’s Capitol to make the tough deci-
sions and to do the right thing.

I agree with Alex Wind that this
problem we need to tackle is larger
than simply school safety, but I would
like to talk about that specifically for
one moment.

In an effort to turn the conversation
away from an assault weapons ban or
closing loopholes in  background
checks, the President decided to latch
on to this idea that we should arm
teachers and educators in our schools.
We do not need, as President Trump
has suggested, more guns in the
schools, and we do not need teachers
carrying guns. We do know that teach-
ers are hired to teach, not to be secu-
rity guards.

Let’s listen to our educators and say
no to this proposal. The answer to
keeping guns and gun violence out of
our schools is not to bring more guns
into the school. The students I talked
to at Wilde Lake High School in Co-
lumbia, MD, understood that adding
more guns would not help the situation
and could lead to more problems in the
schools themselves. They certainly
want to see their buildings more se-
cure, but we can do that through infra-
structure improvements, technology,
and school resource officers.

Why are these things happening in
the United States with such alarming
frequency and not elsewhere around
the world? Gun-related deaths unfold
in tragic circumstances across this
country daily, with more than 1,800
people Kkilled by guns this year alone,
according to the Gun Violence Archive,
a not-for-profit group. Mass shootings
often shine the spotlight on the United
States and its position as a global
outlier.

The number of firearms available to
American civilians is estimated to be
around 310 million, according to the
2009 National Institute of Justice re-
port.

According to the Small Arms Survey,
the exact number of civilian-owned
firearms is impossible to pinpoint be-
cause of a variety of factors, including
arms that go unregistered due to ille-
gal trade and global conflict. Esti-
mates indicate that Americans own
nearly half of the 650 million civilian-
owned guns in the world today, which
is nearly one gun for every man,
woman, and child in the United States.
Our Nation is well armed. India is
home to the second-largest civilian
firearm stockpile, estimated at 46 mil-
lion.

Americans own the most guns per
person in the world, with about 4 in 10
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saying they either own a gun or live in
a home where there is a gun, according
to the 2017 Pew Center study. Forty-
eight percent of Americans said they
grew up in a house with guns. Accord-
ing to the survey, a majority—66 per-
cent—of U.S. gun owners own multiple
firearms. The No. 2 country in the
world for the largest number of guns
per capita is Yemen—a country that is
in the throes of a 3-year-old civil war.
They trail significantly behind us.
They have 54 guns per 100 in Yemen; we
have 88 guns per 100 in the United
States.

When it comes to gun massacres, the
United States is an anomaly. There are
more public mass shootings in America
than in any other country in the world.
The United States makes up less than
5 percent of the world’s population but
holds 31 percent of global mass shoot-
ers. In Australia, for example, four
mass shootings occurred between 1987
and 1996. After those instances, public
opinion turned against gun violence,
and Parliament passed stricter gun
safety laws. Australia hasn’t had a
mass shooting since.

Gun safety laws work. The public de-
mands that we take action to make our
communities safer.

Gun homicide rates are about 25
times higher in the United States than
in other developed countries. The
United States has one of the highest
rates of death by firearms in the devel-
oped world, according to World Health
Organization data. The calculations
based on OECD data from 2010 show
that Americans are 51 times more like-
ly to be killed by gunfire than people
in the UK.

Most American gun owners say that
a major reason they own a gun is for
personal protection, according to the
Pew study. However, the majority of
firearms-related deaths are attrib-
utable to self-harm. Gun-related sui-
cides are eight times higher in the
United States than in other high-in-
come nations.

Thinking of Stoneman Douglas High
School, we all wonder out loud, what
drove this young man to Kill
indiscriminantly? There is no one sin-
gle reason, but that is no excuse for
Congress and lawmakers in all of our
States to remain frozen and fail to act
to try to stop a future shooting from
happening. If anything, it should be the
impetus for us to move forward on
many fronts and to take many actions
to support our children and support our
communities so more lives are not lost
in such a violent way.

We cannot allow the story of this
shooting to end like all the others in
recent history. We should have taken
action after three students were killed
and five wounded in December 1997 at a
high school in West Paducah, KY. We
should have taken action after two stu-
dents opened fire on April 20, 1999, in
Columbine High School in Littleton,
CO, killing 12 classmates and a teacher
and wounding 26 others. We should
have taken action after a gunman fa-
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tally shot 32 people in a dorm and
classrooms at Virginia Tech in
Blacksburg, VA, on April 16, 2007.

Columbine, Virginia Tech—for a pe-
riod, these names became a code for
some of the worst killings in our his-
tory. Nearly 5 years later, it happened
again. Three students were killed and
two wounded in a shooting on February
27, 2012, that started in a school cafe-
teria in Chardon, OH, as students wait-
ed for buses to other schools. Then
there was Sandy Hook. I know we all
remember a 20-year-old gunman, in De-
cember of 2012, killing 20 first grade
children and 6 educators inside Sandy
Hook Elementary School in Newtown,
CT—elementary school students. These
were first graders, for goodness’ sake,
young children who should clearly have
moved us to action. But no. The
killings continued because the Repub-
lican leadership has been unwilling to
budge from the NRA-approved message.

We have had bipartisan support for
some of this legislation, as we do
today, but too many are so afraid of
the NRA response that they lose sight
of the fact that children are being
killed right before our eyes.

On September 8, 2016, a 14-year-old
girl died of a self-inflicted gunshot
wound after shooting and Kkilling an-
other female student at Alpine High
School in West Texas.

Just 20 days later, on September 28, a
6-year-old boy was fatally shot on the
playground of Townville Elementary
School in South Carolina by a 14-year-
old boy who had just killed his father.
Another child and a teacher were
struck by bullets but survived.

I know some of you are thinking: I
haven’t heard about these shootings.
That is a problem in and of itself.
School shootings have become so com-
monplace and so much a part of our
lives that children dying in our schools
may not make it into the paper. We
might miss it. We cannot let this be-
come commonplace. It cannot be the
new norm.

Another incident you may not have
heard of happened last April. A gun-
man opened fire in the special edu-
cation classroom of his estranged wife
at North Park Elementary School in
San Bernardino, CA, killing her and an
8-year-old boy and wounding another
child.

In September of last year, in Rock-
ford, WA, a 15-year-old boy was killed
at Freeman High School and three fe-
male students were wounded when au-
thorities say another 15-year-old boy
opened fire with a handgun.

In December of last year, two stu-
dents at Aztec High School in New
Mexico were killed by a gunman dis-
guised as a student.

Barely a month ago, in January, 2
students were killed and 14 wounded by
gunfire when a student opened fire be-
fore classes began at Marshall County
High School in West Kentucky. A 15-
year-old—a 15-year-old—is being
charged for this crime.

This time, the survivors are speaking
out in a forceful way like we have not



S1298

heard before. I think the students
speaking out have had a clear, articu-
late message that this carnage needs to
stop. I am not sure I know any law-
maker or American who would disagree
with the idea that our students need to
be safe in their schools. It means that
we need to act—really act this time.

Setting aside the outrageous idea of
arming teachers, it has been heart-
ening to see the President move in the
direction of legislative solutions, such
as expanding background checks and
banning bump stocks. The devil is al-
ways in the details, and we will see
how far the President is willing to
stray from the NRA and whether the
Republican leadership will back the
President or remain on the sidelines of
protecting the American people and es-
pecially our children.

On that Valentine’s Day, February
14, when I heard about the shooting in
Parkland, FL, my immediate reaction
was horror, pain, and outrage. How
could we allow this to happen yet
again? Schools should be a safe harbor
for our children, not a place of killing
and terror. I was in my office thinking
about how tragic this is, not only for
those who were killed but for all the
children who were there. I am as frus-
trated as the people across this coun-
try. I want to pass commonsense gun
safety legislation. Why shouldn’t we
get these military-style weapons off
the streets?

It is hard to know what will motivate
the congressional leadership to bring
up this issue, what will jar them to ac-
tion. I want action. We may not solve
the problem entirely, but we need to
try. We need to do something.

A new CNN poll released just this
Sunday finds that 70 percent of Ameri-
cans now back tougher gun laws. This
is a huge jump from 52 percent after
the tragic, horrific October shootings
in Las Vegas. This number includes 49
percent of Republicans, which I think
is encouraging. Saving lives should not
be a partisan issue. Commonsense gun
safety legislation should not be a par-
tisan issue.

Public opinion polls may not be per-
fect, but they are generally helpful to
show trends. Americans are getting it.
It is time that we do. This trend to-
ward protecting the American people,
and especially our children, is moving
in the right direction. The American
people are letting their voices be heard
on this issue.

Thoughts and prayers might console
the grieving for a moment, but action
speaks louder and will have a lasting
impact. From my hometown of Balti-
more to the many towns across Amer-
ica that have had their names in the
headlines because of gun-related trage-
dies or mass shootings, people are call-
ing upon Congress to act.

I don’t care what the reasons are for
a change of heart, but let’s get bills on
the floor. What we are proposing are
logical next steps to address the deadly
problem that has been festering in this
country for too long. Too many young
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lives have been lost. Will this time be
different?

Mr. President, in honor of the vic-
tims of Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School, I ask unanimous consent
that their names be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

Alyssa Alhadeff, 14; Scott Beigel, 35; Mar-
tin Duque Anguiano, 14; Nicholas Dworet, 17;
Aaron Feis, 37; Jaime Guttenberg, 14; Chris
Hixon, 49; Luke Hoyer, 15; Cara Loughran, 14;
Gina Montalto, 14; Joaquin Oliver, 17; Alaina
Petty, 14; Meadow Pollack, 18; Helena
Ramsay, 17; Alex Schachter, 14; Carmen
Schentrup, 16; Peter Wang, 15.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, to all
the victims of gun violence who have
preceded them, let’s make the answer a
resounding yes.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

TEXAS INDEPENDENCE DAY

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, this
morning, I would like to start off
speaking about a very important day
in the history of my State, a day that
inspires pride in the hearts of all those
who were born in Texas. I am here to
commemorate Texas Independence
Day, which will be celebrated tomor-
TOW.

On March 2, 1836, Texas adopted its
Declaration of Independence from Mex-
ico. It is worth reading, and I would
recommend it to anyone. This hap-
pened in the context of a struggle that
is perhaps best remembered by the Bat-
tle of the Alamo, which laid some of
the groundwork for Texans’ eventual
victory.

On February 24 of that year, with his
position under siege, an important fig-
ure named William Barret Travis wrote
a letter, which I would like to read. He
was a lieutenant colonel in the Texas
Army, and during the battle, his fellow
soldiers were outnumbered nearly 10 to
1 by the forces of the Mexican dictator
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna. Here in
the Senate, both Republicans and
Democrats have had the honor of read-
ing the fabled Travis letter since 1961,
when then-Texas Senator John Tower
started that tradition. The letter was
addressed ‘‘To the People of Texas &
All Americans in the World.” Travis
wrote:

I am besieged, by a thousand or more of
the Mexicans under Santa Anna—I have sus-
tained a continual Bombardment & can-
nonade for 24 hours & have not lost a man—
The enemy has demanded a surrender at dis-
cretion, otherwise, the garrison are to be put
to the sword, if the fort is taken—I have an-
swered the demand with a cannon shot, &
our flag still waves proudly from the walls—
I shall never surrender or retreat. Then, I
call on you in the name of Liberty, of patri-
otism & everything dear to the American
character, to come to our aid, with all dis-
patch—The enemy is receiving reinforce-
ments daily & will no doubt increase to three
or four thousand in four or five days. If this
call is neglected, I am determined to sustain
myself as long as possible & die like a soldier
who never forgets what is due to his own

March 1, 2018

honor & that of his country—Victory or
Death.

Signed, ‘“William Barret Travis.”

What a letter it is. It is a reminder
for all of us that the 189 defenders of
the Alamo lost their lives, but they did
not die in wvain. In fact, Texans
wouldn’t be around today if it weren’t
for them.

The Battle of the Alamo bought pre-
cious time for the Texas revolution-
aries, allowing General Sam Houston
to maneuver his army into a position
for the decisive victory at the Battle of
San Jacinto. I would just note that I
am honored to occupy the same Senate
seat first occupied by Sam Houston
when he became a U.S. Senator after
Texas became annexed to the United
States in 1845.

With that victory at the Battle of
San Jacinto, Texas became a sovereign
nation—the Republic of Texas—for 9
years. For 9 years, it thrived as a sepa-
rate nation, and then in 1845 it was an-
nexed to the United States as the 28th
State.

Many Texas patriots who fought in
the revolution went on to serve in the
U.S. Congress—Sam Houston being one
of them. Every single day, I am hon-
ored to have the opportunity to serve
28 million Texans—a chance I wouldn’t
have had without the sacrifices made
by the brave men like William Barrett
Travis 182 years ago.

TAX REFORM

Mr. President, on another matter, we
have come a long way since the days of
the Texas revolution, but Texas re-
mains a place of optimism, fortitude,
and dedication to worthy causes. It is
also a bustling State, full of entre-
preneurs, investors, and risk-takers
who have created jobs and opportuni-
ties for the people who live there. I
would like to mention briefly two
iconic companies that are showing
their devotion to Texas in a much dif-
ferent but important manner.

In Tyler, they are spreading the good
news of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, the
law we passed in December, which
overhauled our Tax Code. For those not
familiar with where Tyler is, it is out
in East Texas. We sometimes refer to
that as ‘‘behind the pine curtain.’”’” The
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act effects have
been far-reaching. They have positively
affected communities all across the
country for the past 2 months, and
Tyler is no exception.

The first company I would like to
mention is Greenberg Turkeys, a fam-
ily-owned operation that sells the fa-
mous Thanksgiving bird to around
200,000 customers each holiday season.
Four generations of the Greenberg fam-
ily have worked in the company since
the 1940s, and its turkeys have been
featured on Oprah Winfrey’s website as
one of her favorite things—twice, in
fact. As a result of the tax reforms we
have passed, the company plans to re-
furbish its plant and give hourly em-
ployees a raise. Sam Greenberg, the
president, said:
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This is a really good deal for businesses. It
pays to treat people right, and so we want to
share this with our workers.

I couldn’t have said it better myself.

The second Tyler company I want to
mention briefly is Don’s TV & Appli-
ance. The staff there has more than 150
years of combined experience. It buys
products direct from manufacturers at
the lowest possible cost in order to pro-
vide customers with prices that are
competitive with national chain stores.
Recently, the owner, Don Thedford,
and his son Donnie announced they
would give their employees raises in
2018, which they were not able to do for
the past several years, and they would
not have been able to do it but for the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. Thanks to
those reforms, Don has been able to
help out his employees to provide them
more take-home pay, and I am sure
they appreciate the extra money in
their paycheck each pay period. They
can use these savings to invest, to pay
for their children’s education, prepare
for their retirement, or whatever they
find best.

So I just wanted to say to Don and
other small employers who are making
sure their employees see the benefit of
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act reforms:
Thank you for paying the savings for-
ward. I can’t wait to continue to hear
more stories like these two in the
months ahead.

FIX NICS BILL

Mr. President, on a final note, I
would like to bring up one last topic we
have been discussing a lot this last
week; that is, ways we can prevent
mass shootings from happening in the
future. Of course, the most recent one
occurred at Parkland, FL, at Stoneman
Douglas High School.

Last fall, my State saw another in-
sidious shooting at Sutherland Springs
near San Antonio, TX. Twenty-six peo-
ple lost their lives that day worship-
ping in a small Baptist Church in Suth-
erland Springs, and 20 more were
wounded, including a 6-year-old boy
named Ryland Ward, who was shot five
times. We are ecstatic Ryland survived
and is now out of the hospital and has
gone home.

What we all learned in the aftermath
of that event is that sometimes these
horrific crimes are perpetrated by indi-
viduals who never should have been
able to purchase firearms in the first
place. That is because, under current
law, convicted felons, like the gunman
at Sutherland Springs, are prohibited
from legally purchasing firearms. The
problem was that his convictions were
not uploaded in the National Instant
Criminal Background Check System,
what is commonly referred to as the
NICS system operated by the FBI.

I have introduced a bill that has al-
ready passed the House that would ad-
dress this problem and, I believe, would
save lives in the future. It is a bipar-
tisan piece of legislation cosponsored
by the junior Senator from Con-
necticut. Senator MURPHY, along with
his colleague Senator BLUMENTHAL,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

come from the State that saw the hor-
rific killings at Sandy Hook. We added
10 new cosponsors just this week,
bringing the total number to 50 cospon-
sors for this legislation. In my experi-
ence, it is rare to see a piece of legisla-
tion enjoy such broad, bipartisan sup-
port—>50 cosponsors.

I have been saying all week that we
need to pass this bill now. We should
not wait, we should not go home emp-
tyhanded, and we should not have to
face the grieving families who lost a
child or a loved one as a result of a fu-
ture shooting that might have been
averted had we acted. America is tired
of the government’s response to these
catastrophes which rip families apart,
take lives, and pit people against each
other. The response of their govern-
ment has been largely either silence or
bickering with no outcome, no result.

There are other proposals we can
consider as we continue to grapple with
the questions posed in Parkland—ques-
tions about failures of local law en-
forcement, social media platforms, and
the FBI. Yesterday, the President
hosted an amazing meeting of 17 Mem-
bers of Congress on a bipartisan basis
and brainstormed about other things
we might be able to do, but right now—
right now—fix NICS is our best and
only option to act in response. It is
supported by the President, the major-
ity and minority leaders are cospon-
sors, and it is supported by gun groups
like the NRA and Everytown for Gun
Safety, which are at opposite ends of
the ideological spectrum when it comes
to the Second Amendment. As I said,
this bill has 50 cosponsors in the Sen-
ate and is ready for action, having al-
ready passed the House of Representa-
tives.

I pledged to myself, after my wife
and I visited Sutherland Springs a
week after the terrible shooting there
and attended a church service led by
the pastor who lost his 14-year-old
daughter in that shooting just 1 week
before—it was a gut-wrenching, emo-
tional service, but it was inspiring in
its own way. I pledged then that I
would never face another grieving fam-
ily with empty hands, saying we could
have done something that might have
saved your child’s life or your loved
one’s life by fixing the broken back-
ground check system. I pledged I would
never face them again, saying we didn’t
try our best to save lives in the future
by passing commonsense, bipartisan
legislation like the Fix NICS bill.

As I said, there are other things we
might do, but, as we all know, the
threshold for actually passing legisla-
tion is 60 votes. What I don’t want us
to do is to end up like we did on the
DACA debate, where we started with a
neutral bill—a shell which really did
nothing—and all of the various pro-
posals failed to get 60 votes, so we
ended up emptyhanded on the DACA
issue. I don’t want that to happen
again, and I am not going to go home
and tell my constituents in Texas I
didn’t do my very best to make sure we
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did something and something meaning-
ful that would save lives in the future.
Fix NICS is the best way to do that and
do that now.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAs-
SIDY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

GUN VIOLENCE

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I rise
today to talk about the tragedy in
Parkland and the responsibilities of
the Senate to try to make our commu-
nities safer. I am going to talk very
personally about my own experience in
confronting gun violence as a mayor of
an urban area, Richmond, VA, and as
the Governor of the Commonwealth of
Virginia.

I will start by saying, I am a gun
owner. I am a Second Amendment sup-
porter. When I was an attorney in pri-
vate practice, I was the lawyer who
worked with an effort to amend the
Virginia constitution to guarantee Vir-
ginians the right to hunt and fish. The
Second Amendment and private gun
ownership is an important part of our
framework. I support it, but I obvi-
ously believe that we can do things
consistent with the Constitution that
will make our Nation safer, and I ask
my colleagues to join in that effort.

When I was elected to the Richmond
City Council in 1994, Richmond, at that
time, was only on one top 10 list that I
am aware of. It is not the one you want
to be on. We had the second highest
homicide rate in the United States. We
were not a high-crime area generally, if
you looked at all crime, but in homi-
cides and aggravated assaults—assaults
committed with weapons—we were un-
usually high. The weapons of choice in
these homicides and aggravated as-
saults were guns.

I remember very early in my time at
the city council getting called to a
neighborhood, Gilpin Court, which is a
public housing community in my city
council district. There had been a gun
crime that killed an entire family of
five—adults and little children.

Over the course of my 8 years of
working in local government, I went to
too many crime scenes and funerals
and wakes. In some ways, the things
that were the most memorable were
the meetings in church basements of
the families of homicide victims. We
embarked upon a set of strategies to
make our communities safer. Amidst
all the bloodshed and the tears, we ac-
tually found strategies—some dealing
with reductions in guns, some dealing
with law enforcement strategies, some
dealing with police and community re-
lations. We found strategies that, over
the course of about 8 years, reduced the
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homicide rate in Richmond by 60 per-
cent and the aggravated assault rate
by an equivalent number.

Out of the pain, what we learned is
you can actually take concrete steps
that will make your community safer
and that will reduce gun violence. You
will not eliminate it. That is beyond
our power as humble people to do, but
you can reduce it. If you know you can,
then you must. You have a responsi-
bility to do what you can.

I was elected Governor of Virginia in
2005, and I will never forget April 16,
2007. I had just embarked on a trade
mission. I had landed in Japan with a
delegation to recruit business to my
State. I had gone to the hotel, and I
got a call after midnight from my chief
of staff, who said: There is a shooting
under way at Virginia Tech.

I said: Book me on the next flight
home. I have been here for just a few
hours on what was going to be a 2-week
trade mission, but let me fly back
home.

I flew back to what, at the time, was
the worst shooting in the history of the
United States. In April of 2007, 32 peo-
ple were gunned down on the campus of
Virginia Tech by a deranged youngster
who had been adjudicated mentally ill
and dangerous and was thus prohibited
from having a weapon. But because of
glitches and flaws in the background
check system, he had been able to pur-
chase multiple weapons, and he com-
mitted that horrible crime.

I empaneled a commission. I told
them: Let the lawyers and lawsuits be
damned. I want to know everything
that went wrong, and I want to make
public everything that went wrong and
everything we can do to fix it. Over the
course of a number of months, they
produced a report with hundreds of rec-
ommendations.

The recommendations were about
campus safety. The recommendations
were about mental health, but there
were also recommendations about fixes
to our State and Federal gun laws to
reduce the risk of this happening. I was
able to make some changes on my own
as an executive. I took other changes
to my legislature that they rejected.

Again, out of the painful situation—
and it is a funny thing to say about
your own State, about my State of Vir-
ginia, about a place I love like Virginia
Tech—I always hoped it would be the
worst. I had always hoped that would
have been the worst shooting in the
history of the United States, but the
Pulse nightclub shooting and the Las
Vegas shooting now have claimed more
victims. Other shootings, like those in
Newtown and now Parkland—if the
number of victims aren’t the same, the
tragedy is nevertheless of equal mag-
nitude.

We learn through pain that you can
make changes and improve. When I
fixed a piece of the background check
system flaw, it made us safer. It re-
duced the risk of gun violence and gun
deaths.

My experience as mayor and Gov-
ernor were painful, but I learned a les-
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son in both, which is you can take
steps, including steps dealing with the
rules about firearms that will make
your communities safer. That is a pow-
erful thing. You can take steps that
will make communities safer.

I dealt with three lies—three false-
hoods—over the course of these efforts
as mayor and Governor, as I tried to
help us take steps to make us safer.

The first lie was it is not about guns.
It is about mental health; it is about
other things. But that is just false.
Equally false would be if we said that
it is only about guns. That would be
false as well. To say it is not about
guns is a lie perpetrated by an organi-
zation headquartered in Virginia, the
National Rifle Association. It turned
out to be false.

The key to reducing the homicide
rate in Virginia ultimately was that we
embraced strategies to reduce the gun
carry rate. That is a phrase that law
enforcement professionals use for the
percentage of time where people, in
normal interactions with the police,
are found to be carrying a weapon. In
Virginia, the gun carry rate was unusu-
ally high, and that meant when some-
thing broke bad or there was an argu-
ment, there would often be an aggra-
vated assault or homicide committed
with a weapon. We undertook strate-
gies that drove down the gun carry
rate. That didn’t make bad people good
people, but it made it more likely that
when things broke bad, there wouldn’t
be an aggravated assault or a homicide.

So it was about the guns. That is the
first lie or falsehood that gets per-
petrated: It is not about guns. It is not
only about guns, but it is definitely
about guns.

A second lie or falsehood perpetrated
by the same organization is that they
would always say: You can’t improve.
They would say: That will not solve
every problem. You can’t solve every
bit of gun violence if you do this. They
would say this over and over again
with any shooting. They would point
out the number of things that wouldn’t
have stopped it, as if not being able to
eliminate gun violence means that you
shouldn’t do anything to try to reduce
gun violence. That is just a lie or a
falsehood. I have learned from my ex-
periences that if you take steps, you
can make communities safer.

The third lie or falsehood we had to
confront repeatedly from the National
Rifle Association was that gun safety
rules violate the Second Amendment.
That is just flatout wrong. In fact, the
Second Amendment is the only amend-
ment whose text even uses the word
regulation. The need for a well-regu-
lated militia gives individuals the
right to bear arms.

What does the term ‘‘well-regulated”
mean? It is not a reference to the
length of somebody’s beard or the kind
of hat they should wear. There is an
understanding that firearms are dan-
gerous, and if individuals are to have
the right to have them, there also must
need to be some appropriate level of
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regulation. We are familiar with this in
the rest of the Constitution.

I am passionate about the First
Amendment. There should be freedom
of the press, but you can’t just libel or
slander without consequence. The
Framers, Madison and others, who put
these amendments together, under-
stood that the amendments to the Con-
stitution included some limitations be-
cause we have to live together, not just
as individuals who are free agents, but
we have to live together in society.

Those three lies—it is not about
guns; we can’t do anything about it;
and the gun rules violate the Second
Amendment—are wrong.

I came to the Senate after the shoot-
ing in Sandy Hook. The first meaning-
ful debate we had after I came here was
whether we would do something to re-
spond to this horrible carnage of kids
in an elementary school.

The Presiding Officer was not in the
Senate. I know you followed this as a
citizen. I remember standing here in
this Chamber in April 2013, casting a
vote on a bill that I thought would
have been a very good bill to do back-
ground record checks. We were sur-
rounded in the Chamber by Sandy
Hook families. Many of them were sit-
ting next to Virginia Tech families who
had come to be in solidarity with them.
There was a feeling of despair, with
them around, that was like the great
cloud of witnesses referred to in the
letter of Paul to the Hebrews. We fell
short. They were praying for us to suc-
ceed, and we fell short. In the after-
math of that horrible tragedy, this
body did precisely nothing.

Well, now we have experienced yet
another horrible tragedy. There have
been others since Sandy Hook, but it is
my deep hope that after this horrible
shooting in Parkland, something may
be different in this body. The reason I
think this one might be different is
that these students are standing up and
challenging us. The children of our Na-
tion are asking adults to be adults.
They are asking us to look in the mir-
ror. They posed the question starkly:
What is more important to you, your
children or campaign contributions
from an interest group?

I think the advocacy of the children
of Parkland who suffer, not only their
advocacy but the advocacy of students
all over the United States—I have held
meetings with Moms Demand Action in
Richmond and Northern Virginia in the
last couple of days, and many students
were in these meetings. The advocacy
of students and their challenge to us
may show us a way.

I will conclude with a story that
gives me hope and that suggests there
may be some resonance to this mo-
ment. Sometimes there is a movement,
but there isn’t a moment. Sometimes
the movement needs a moment to
achieve a victory.

Fifty-five years ago, in the spring of
1963, Dr. Martin Luther King was try-
ing to desegregate public accommoda-
tions in Birmingham, AL, with the
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Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference. He had been going from com-
munity to community. In some places,
they were able to desegregate public
accommodations relatively easily.
Other places were tough but none
tougher than Birmingham. At drug
stores and department stores, Dr. King
and others would have adults go sit
in—African Americans and their al-
lies—and be arrested. Yet wave after
wave of arrests notwithstanding, in-
cluding the arrest of Dr. King, the city
leaders would not back down. They
would not shed the discrimination that
violated the equality provisions of the
Constitution.

As this was going on, children in the
Birmingham schools started to come to
Dr. King and say: We want to march
too.

Dr. King and his lieutenants really
struggled with this. They were parents.
They didn’t want their kids to be ar-
rested. They didn’t want their kids to
face guard dogs attacking them. They
didn’t want their kids to face firehoses
directed at them. They had a natural
parental reaction: We are going to do
this; we want to protect you.

But the children kept coming and
saying: We want to march too.

Finally, they said: Isn’t this about
us? As much as it is about adults, isn’t
this about us, your children? And if it
is about your children, why can’t we
march?

Dr. King, after a lot of prayer and
discussion, finally said: It is about you.

Mr. President, you know this, and for
our pages especially, it was those chil-
dren advocating—and they marched,
and they did have firehoses turned on
them, and they did have guard dogs re-
leased on them. The photos of those
children braving that ugly face of dis-
crimination landed on the front pages
of papers all over the United States
and all over the world, and it was
transformative of the civil rights
movement.

Adults in the Untied States knew
there was discrimination, but they had
become complacent to it or indifferent
to it or had even said: I think it is
wrong, but it will probably never
change. But their children demanded of
them: Adults, just be adults. Adults,
you say you care about children; prove
to us you care about children. And
when the adults of America were con-
fronted with the example of their own
young people, they had to shake them-
selves out of their complacency and in-
difference and shoulder the burden that
adults must shoulder.

That is what these students at Park-
land are saying to us now. That is what
these students all over the country are
saying to us now. They are saying: This
is about our future. This is about your
children. And they are asking us
whether children matter more or polit-
ical contributions matter more.

I urge my colleagues, finally, let’s
not produce another goose egg in this
body. Let’s not come together after a
horrible tragedy—when there are
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meaningful steps, such as background
record checks, that we can put on the
table to make us safer—and fail them
yet again.

I ask my colleagues and especially
the majority leader to enable us to
have this debate on the floor so that we
can take meaningful steps of the kind
that we know will make our commu-
nities safer.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

YEMEN WAR POWERS RESOLUTION

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, there
should be no issue of more importance
to Members of Congress than the issue
of war and peace and when it is appro-
priate to send the young people of our
country into harm’s way, knowing that
some of them will not return home
alive.

It goes without saying that every
armed conflict the United States of
America is engaged in must be con-
sistent with the Constitution of the
United States and be lawful.

Let’s make no mistake about it—ar-
ticle I, section 8 of the Constitution
states in no uncertain terms that
‘“‘Congress shall have the power to . . .
declare war.” The Founding Fathers
gave the power to declare war to Con-
gress because Congress is that body
most accountable to the people.

For far too long, Congress—under
Democratic and Republican adminis-
trations—has abdicated its constitu-
tional role in authorizing war. The
time is long overdue for Congress to re-
assert its constitutional authority. If
you think that a military intervention
makes sense, then let’s have that de-
bate on the floors of the Senate and the
House and cast a vote. But that is not
what we have been seeing for a number
of years.

What Senator LEE and Senator MUR-
PHY and I are doing with privileged res-
olution S.J. Res. 54 is demanding that
Congress once again take its constitu-
tional responsibility for war and peace
seriously. I thank Senators DURBIN,
WARREN, and BOOKER for coming on
board that resolution. I hope this bi-
partisan resolution will gain more and
more support in the coming days.

Many Americans are unaware that
the people of Yemen are suffering
today in a devastating civil war, with
Saudi Arabia and their allies on one
side and Houthi rebels on the other.

In November of last year, the United
Nations emergency relief coordinator
said that Yemen was on the brink of
‘“‘the largest famine the world has seen
for many decades.” So far, at least
10,000 civilians have died, 3 million
have been displaced, and over 40,000
have been wounded in this war. Fifteen
million people lack access to clean
water and sanitation. More than 20
million people in Yemen—over two-
thirds of that country’s population—
need some Kind of humanitarian sup-
port, with nearly 10 million in acute
need of assistance. More than 1 million
suspected cholera cases have been re-
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ported—1 million cholera cases have
been reported—representing poten-
tially the worst cholera outbreak in
world history.

Many Americans probably are not
aware that U.S. forces have been ac-
tively engaged in support of the Saudis
in this terrible war, providing intel-
ligence and aerial refueling of planes
whose bombs have killed thousands of
people and made this crisis far worse.

We believe—and I speak for Senator
LEE and Senator MURPHY—that as Con-
gress has not declared war or author-
ized military force in this conflict, U.S.
involvement in Yemen is unconstitu-
tional and unauthorized, and U.S. mili-
tary support of the Saudi coalition
must end. Without congressional au-
thorization, our engagement in this
war should be restricted to providing
desperately needed humanitarian aid
and diplomatic efforts to put an end to
this terrible conflict. That is why yes-
terday we introduced a joint resolution
pursuant to the 1973 War Powers Reso-
lution calling for an end to U.S. sup-
port for the Saudi war in Yemen.

The War Powers Resolution defines
the introduction of U.S. Armed Forces
to include ‘‘the assignment of members
of such armed forces to command, co-
ordinate, participate in the movement
of, or accompany the regular or irreg-
ular military forces of any foreign
country or government when such mili-
tary forces are engaged, or there exists
an imminent threat that such forces
will become engaged, in hostilities.”
That is from the War Powers Resolu-
tion. Assisting with targeting intel-
ligence and refueling warplanes as they
bomb those targets clearly meets this
definition.

This is not a partisan issue. Support
for the Saudi intervention in Yemen
began under a Democratic President
and has continued under a Republican
one. Senator LEE is a conservative Re-
publican. I am a progressive Inde-
pendent who caucuses with the Demo-
crats.

In November of last year—and it is
important that Members of the Senate
hear this—the U.S. House of Represent-
atives, by a vote of 366 to 30, passed a
nonbinding resolution stating that U.S.
involvement in the Yemen civil war is
unauthorized. Every Member of the
Democratic leadership voted for this.
Democratic Leader NANCY PELOSI
voted for it. Minority Whip STENY
HOYER voted for it. The ranking mem-
ber of the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, ELIOT ENGEL, voted for it, as
did the Republican chairman of that
committee, ED ROYCE.

Here is the bottom line: If the Presi-
dent or Members of Congress believe
that support for this war is in the U.S.
interest and that we should be involved
in it, then let them come to the floor of
the House and Senate, make their case,
and then let’s have a vote.

I believe we have become far too
comfortable with the United States en-
gaging in military interventions all
over the world. We have now been in
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Afghanistan for nearly 17 years—the
longest war in American history. Our
troops are now in Syria under what I
believe are questionable authorities,
and the administration has indicated
that it may broaden that military mis-
sion even more.

The time is long overdue for Congress
to reassert its constitutional role in
determining when and where our coun-
try goes to war. I am very proud to be
working with Senators LEE, MURPHY,
and others on this vitally important
issue.

Thank you very much.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New York.

GUN VIOLENCE

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I
rise to speak about the mass murder in
Florida this month, and I rise to ask a
simple question that millions of Amer-
icans in every part of this country are
asking at their kitchen tables right
now: Is Congress finally going to do
anything meaningful about gun vio-
lence? When will enough be enough?
What will it take for this body to move
beyond the same talking points that
we hear after every mass shooting and
actually do something to prevent more
deaths? Will Congress finally see what
the vast majority of Americans see—
gun owners and non-gun owners alike—
that America’s gun problem isn’t going
away unless Congress musters up the
courage to take it head-on, or will Con-
gress continue to give the lipservice of
thoughts and prayers and then do abso-
lutely nothing?

We have to act because once again
there was a massacre on American soil.
Once again it was inside a school. Once
again American children were gunned
down. We keep living through a night-
mare of gun violence that repeats itself
in schools, movie theaters, churches,
nightclubs, concerts, and every single
day on the streets of cities in every
State around this country—Sandy
Hook, Aurora, Charleston, San
Bernardino, Orlando, Las Vegas, Suth-
erland Springs, and most recently,
Parkland, FL.

We can help stop this. We have the
power to help stop this. The question is
whether Congress has the political will
to do it, whether this institution will
finally put families first, our children
first, and stand up to the gun manufac-
turers and the NRA.

I urge every Member of Congress to
reflect on why they first ran for office.
We are here as public servants to serve
the people who sent us here, not to
serve the gun industry’s profits, not to
serve the organizations and companies
and lobbyists who demand political ret-
ribution when we do the morally right
thing. Does Congress have the will to
act? Does Congress have the basic cour-
age this country needs? I am sorry to
say, I don’t know, but we can put it to
the test.

There has been a lot of talk—more
than normal even—about our need to
act in this Chamber. So I will say this
to my colleagues: Let’s make this time
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different. Let’s listen to the children
from Stoneman Douglas High School.
Let’s seize this moment. Let’s take ac-
tion.

I implore my colleagues to listen to
what the country is saying about gun
violence today, listen to the families,
listen to the survivors from Parkland
and tune out all the other noise. I did.
It is possible.

Ten years ago, I had an A rating from
the NRA, just like many of my col-
leagues today, but then I met the
mother of Nyasia Pryear-Yard. Then I
met her classmates. Nyasia was an
honor student from Brooklyn. She was
dancing with her friends, having fun,
loving life. She was killed by a stray
bullet in her community. Now I have
an F rating from the NRA.

I don’t understand how, after meet-
ing with all of these families, after
meeting with all of these children
whose lives have been destroyed and
torn apart by gun violence—I don’t un-
derstand how any public servant would
not vow to do what is necessary to
make sure it never happens again.

It is what we do after a terrorist at-
tack, rightfully so. It is what we do as
a country. We come together. We say
never again, and we do whatever it
takes to protect our country. We have
to have the very same sense of urgency
now.

Plain and simple, it is a lie to say we
have to choose between protecting law-
abiding gun owners’ rights and pro-
tecting our children from being mur-
dered by assault rifles. It is a false
choice to say we cannot end gun vio-
lence without violating people’s con-
stitutional rights. It is time for Mem-
bers of Congress to stand up for what is
right for America and do what is right
for our communities, and say no to the
NRA.

I commend one of our colleagues in
the House of Representatives—a Re-
publican from Florida and an Army
veteran—who is seeing this crisis dif-
ferently now too. He wrote:

I know that my community, our schools,
and public gathering places, are not made
safer by any person having access to the best
killing tool the Army could put in my hands.
I cannot support the primary weapon I used
to defend our people, being used to kill chil-
dren I swore to defend.

That is what leadership looks like.

I implore my colleagues in the Sen-
ate to see our gun violence problem dif-
ferently. See it with your heart. See it
for what it is. It is a matter of national
security, of public health, of public
safety that will never go away unless
Congress does its job.

So, once and for all, let’s pass laws
that actually are meaningful, that ac-
tually can do something, not just
something simple so we can say we did
something and move on. I strongly
agree with my colleagues that we need
to improve the mental health system.
Let’s make those investments, but it
should not stop there.

We have to address the fact that we
have weapons of war on our streets
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today. We have to address the fact that
it is so easy for people to buy a gun—
people who should never have that
privilege. Let’s vote to ban semiauto-
matic assault rifles.

Congress has already banned fully
automatic weapons. Congress has al-
ready recognized that some weapons
have no place in the civilian world, and
a weapon of war that was designed for
military use, that can fire up to 100
rounds in 1 minute or 100 rounds if you
just add a bump stock, a weapon that
can completely outgun a police officer
has no place in the civilian world.

Will my colleagues vote with me to
ban semiautomatic assault rifles?

Then, let’s vote to ban the high-ca-
pacity magazines that go with them.
They are made for wars; they are not
made to be in our schools, not in our
cities. High-capacity magazines let
killers fire dozens of rounds without
having to frequently stop and reload.
They are designed to let someone fire
bullets at as many people as possible in
the shortest amount of time.

Let’s vote to ban high-capacity mag-
azines, and let’s vote to pass universal
background checks. That is something
that is so commonsense, so obvious.
Too many people who should not get
their hands on these weapons are easily
able to get them, and there are so
many loopholes that allow people to
buy semiautomatic assault rifles on-
line, where there are no background
checks. They allow people to buy semi-
automatic assault rifles at gun shows,
where there are no background checks.

It simply doesn’t make sense that
every person who buys a firearm
doesn’t go through a basic background
check system. Do you know who agrees
with that? Ninety-seven percent of the
American people. I can’t think of any
other issue where there is such near-
universal agreement across our entire
population.

So let’s do what our constituents are
demanding from us—not what the NRA
is demanding from us—and vote to pass
universal background checks. When we
do it, let’s make sure the effort is actu-
ally sincere. If we are only voting on
universal background checks, when it
is tied to the issue of concealed carry
reciprocity, then that is not a sincere
attempt to fix our broken background
check system. If Congress is saying we
will only pass universal background
checks if we pass a new law that says
a stranger from one State has to be al-
lowed into my State or your State
when he has a gun hidden under his
jacket, that is an insult to 97 percent
of the American people who want Con-
gress to pass universal background
checks now.

Then, let’s finally vote to overturn
the outrageous law that has banned the
Centers for Disease Control from even
studying the issue of gun deaths. The
CDC can study any other cause of
death—heart disease, cancer, car crash-
es, plane crashes—unless it involves a
gun. Don’t you think it is strange that
when we debate this issue, the two
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things related to gun violence that
Congress has actually banned in recent
years are research—research on gun vi-
olence—and a ban on the ATF from
using computers to keep records? Let’s
vote to allow the CDC to conduct re-
search on gun violence so we can fi-
nally have the information and the
data we need to fight gun violence as
effectively as possible.

Let’s also pass a law that finally
makes gun trafficking a Federal crime.
Over and over again, law enforcement
officers keep finding illegally obtained
guns being used in crimes. Numerous
NYPD officers have been killed by guns
that were illegally obtained by crimi-
nals, and there is literally no Federal
law to stop someone from loading his
truck with guns in Georgia, driving up
I-95, and selling them in a parking lot
in the Bronx directly to criminals and
gang members.

I have a bill that would make this il-
legal. It is called the Hadiya Pendleton
and Nyasia Pryear-Yard Gun Traf-
ficking and Crime Prevention Act. It is
bipartisan, because both parties agree
that gun trafficking is a source of gun
violence in our cities.

This bill is named after Nyasia,
whom I mentioned earlier, and another
teenager from Chicago who was also
killed by a stray bullet. Both guns in
those crimes were trafficked. So let’s
pass this bill and finally make gun
trafficking a Federal crime.

If we are not trying to solve this
problem now, then we are failing as
elected leaders. Congress must solve
America’s gun violence crisis now. It is
urgent. Our country is demanding it.
Americans deserve more from Congress
than just banning bump stocks, just
fixing NICS, which, while I strongly
support both of them, will not do
enough on their own. So let us not fail
our country again.

I would like to ask our colleagues to
immediately vote to ban semiauto-
matic assault rifles and bump stocks,
to pass a universal background check
system and close all of the loopholes,
to allow the CDC to research gun vio-
lence as a cause of death, to close the
gun show loophole, and to finally make
gun trafficking a Federal crime.

I yield the floor.

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, it was 2
weeks ago yesterday that the tragic in-
cident in Parkland took place—one of
many that have impacted our country
over the last decade and beyond. That
community in Parkland, FL, and the
residents of the State of Florida whom
I represent—and, frankly, the entire
Nation—have demanded not just action
but immediate action.

We know—and anyone who watches
this process is well aware—that there
are deep differences on how far and how
much we should restrict the Second
Amendment right of every American.
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We know there are deep differences
about whether some of those proposed
restrictions work. I imagine those de-
bates and those differences will not be
easily resolved and will continue, but I
also know there is widespread support
and agreement that we must act now—
as soon as possible—to do everything
we can to prevent another tragedy like
Parkland from happening anywhere
else ever again. That is a consensus po-
sition. No matter where one falls on
this debate, no matter how one feels
about how far or how restricted restric-
tions on gun sales in America should
be, no matter what your views are on
that, I don’t know of anyone who is in
favor of school shootings, and I don’t
know anyone who is in favor of seeing
another one happen. There is common
ground in that regard.

What I have tried to do, over the last
couple of weeks, is undertake efforts to
determine what changes in Federal law
not only could have prevented this at-
tack but could prevent future ones. In
that vein, I have met with State and
Federal law enforcement investigators
involved not just in this case but in
gun laws in general. I have met with
students and with teachers from Mar-
jorie Stoneman Douglas High School,
including two teachers who were in-
jured in the attack. I have met with
school board administrators. I have
met with the community at large, in-
cluding an appearance last week at a
nationally televised townhall. I have
been in contact with several of the par-
ents of the victims who lost their lives.
I have also spoken to experts in fire-
arm sales. I have spoken to a number
of federally licensed firearm dealers
who talked about some of the frustra-
tions they have with our existing law
and their inability to address people
who ultimately turn out to be individ-
uals who should not own any gun of
any kind.

So based on these meetings, based on
all of this input, and based on all of the
other research that is out there leading
up to now, the first thing I want to say
is, I actually believe this attack could
have and should have been prevented if
current law had been fully enforced.

This killer was a well-known danger
to the school district. He was a well-
known danger to the Broward Sheriff’s
office. He was a well-known danger to
his neighborhood. He was also the sub-
ject of two separate and specific warn-
ings to law enforcement agencies: a
call to the Broward Sheriff’s office last
November, a call to an FBI hotline in
January.

In essence, we are always telling peo-
ple, if you see something, say some-
thing. People saw something and peo-
ple said something and other people
saw it as well over a course of time.
Yet somehow this deranged and violent
individual was able to pass a back-
ground check and purchase not 1 but 10
separate firearms, and this deranged
and violent individual was ultimately
able to walk right into the school a few
minutes before dismissal and take the
lives of 17 innocent Floridians.
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This tragedy is the result of a mas-
sive multisystemic failure—a failure
involving Federal agencies, State agen-
cies, and local authorities who all
failed to both identify the threat he
posed and coordinate a response to stop
him before he took action. It is this
failure I hope we will focus on by ad-
dressing the shortcomings and vulnera-
bilities in our current laws and in our
current policies. We may still have a
debate on the broader issues of regu-
lating gun sales, but irrespective of
that debate, we still must and should
do this.

So today I wanted to come here for a
few minutes and announce a com-
prehensive plan—not a simple bill you
just vote on and move on but a series
of measures I believe could prevent
these attacks before they happen and
that also help schools protect their
students and their teachers. I believe
these ideas should all enjoy bipartisan
support, and, if passed, could and
should help prevent the next potential
mass shooting.

These are ideas I outline not just be-
cause they work, but because I believe
we can get the votes to pass them.
Sixty votes in the Senate, a majority
in the House, and the signature of a
President—that is what it takes to
turn an idea into a law, and these ideas
I am about to outline both work and, I
believe, could enjoy that widespread
support.

One of the things we have learned is,
our schools are woefully unprepared to
prevent an attack before it occurs.
Furthermore, during my visits to the
site of the attack and my followup
meeting with teachers at the school, 1
learned of various changes to school fa-
cilities and practices which could have
stopped this attack or improved the re-
sponse. Therefore, I will be joining
later today with Senator ORRIN HATCH
and others in introducing the STOP
School Violence Act.

If passed, this law would provide Fed-
eral grants to do some important
things that would have been really
helpful in this case: strengthen school
security infrastructure of the school,
provide school training for everyone—
administrators, teachers, even stu-
dents—to be able to identify threats
and to report them. Something that
really would be helpful is the creation
of a school threat assessment and crisis
intervention team. There is a success-
ful program in Los Angeles that does
this. That is a team that is a coordina-
tion between law enforcement, other
State agencies, school districts and the
like where they are all talking to each
other about students and former stu-
dents who may pose a threat of vio-
lence and intervene before they act.

A second issue we identified is that
even if law enforcement, school admin-
istrators, or family members believe an
individual poses the risk of committing
an act of violence, they have very few
options to prevent them from pur-
chasing any gun or taking away the
guns they already have.
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Therefore, I intend to present a new
law—perhaps in coordination with oth-
ers who are working on it now—that
will lead to the creation of gun vio-
lence restraining orders, something
that will give law enforcement and
close family members the option of ob-
taining a court order to prevent gun
sales or remove guns from individuals
who pose a threat. To be clear, the due
process in such a situation would be on
the front end, not on the back end.

The third issue we uncovered is, Fed-
eral law appears to discourage school
systems from reporting dangerous stu-
dents to law enforcement. I don’t sup-
port criminalizing all school mis-
conduct, but a student who has threat-
ened violence, who has exhibited vio-
lent behavior needs to be reported to
law enforcement. A student who has
committed a crime by issuing a threat
of death using social media—a crime
under Florida law—that needs to be re-
ported, but under Broward County
school policies, pursuant to something
called the PROMISE Program, report-
ing a student, a dangerous one, to law
enforcement is the sixth step—step 6—
in their plan. Therefore, I intend to
propose changes to the Federal Youth
PROMISE Program so a school district
plan under this program does not delay
and does not discourage law enforce-
ment from being alerted to dangerous
and violent or hazardous behavior.

Fourth, we need to strengthen back-
ground checks. That is why I have
joined with my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle pushing for the imme-
diate passage of Fix NICS—something
that will require all Federal agencies
and incentivize every State to fully re-
port relevant information to the na-
tional background check database—be-
cause a background check is only as
good as the information that is on it.
This deranged Killer was able to buy
guns on 10 separate occasions because
he would have passed any background
check because none of this stuff that
was known about him was reported to
that system.

Fifth, we must begin to prosecute the
purchase of guns by people prohibited
from doing so. Next week, I hope to be
joining a bipartisan group, led by Sen-
ators TOOMEY and COONS, in filing the
“Lie and Try”’ bill, which will require
the FBI to notify States when someone
who is not allowed to buy a gun, tries
to buy a gun and fails the background
check, so they can be investigated, so
they can be prosecuted.

In addition, we will be presenting a
new law to provide more prosecutors to
go after straw purchases, which is
where someone buys a gun on behalf of
someone else because that someone
else could not pass the background
check.

Now, there are some additional re-
forms that I am open to: the possibility
of looking at age limits on semiauto-
matic rifles, the notion of looking at
what could be done with high-capacity
magazines. We will continue to explore
and look at those. These reforms do
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not enjoy the sort of widespread sup-
port in Congress that the other meas-
ures I have announced do, and, in order
to successfully pass, these ideas will
have to be crafted in a way that actu-
ally contributes to greater public safe-
ty but also do not unnecessarily or un-
fairly infringe on the Second Amend-
ment right of all law-abiding adults to
protect themselves and their families,
to hunt, or to participate in rec-
reational shooting.

Ultimately, there are things we can
do that have widespread, bipartisan
support that we can act on, that we can
get passed, that will actually make a
difference. These are impactful things.

I urge the Senate and the House, all
of my colleagues here, do not hold hos-
tage a piece of legislation that would
work and that we all support because it
doesn’t have everything you want.
There are things we can act on and do,
and there are things we can continue
to argue over, debate, and perhaps do
in the future, but on the things we
agree on—and they happen to be things
that could have prevented this attack
and will prevent future attacks—let’s
get those done. I have outlined those
here today. There may be others, but
we owe it not just to the victims and
the families of Parkland but to all
Americans everywhere; for this attack
may have happened in Southern Flor-
ida, but there is no reason it can’t hap-
pen somewhere else and, I fear, will
happen somewhere else if we do not fix
the deficiencies and the flaws in our
policies, in our laws, and in the way
they are enforced.

We have learned from this incident
what is wrong with our system. Let us
fix it. We have an opportunity to do so
while we continue to debate and work
on the issues we do not agree on. That
is what I hope we will do, and that is
what I commit to doing everything I
can to achieve.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Quattlebaum
nomination?

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE), the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. McCAIN), and the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS).

The result was announced—yeas 69,
nays 28, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 42 Ex.]

YEAS—69
Alexander Boozman Cochran
Baldwin Burr Collins
Barrasso Capito Coons
Bennet Carper Corker
Blunt Cassidy Cornyn
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Cortez Masto Inhofe Portman
Cotton Isakson Reed
Crapo Johnson Risch
Cruz Jones Roberts
Daines Kaine Rubio
Donnelly Kennedy Sasse
Enzi King Scott
Ernst Lankford Shaheen
Fischer Leahy Shelby
Gardner Lee Sullivan
Graham Manchin Tester
Grassley McCaskill Thune
Hassan McConnell Tillis
Hatch Moran Toomey
Heitkamp Murkowski Warner
Heller Nelson Whitehouse
Hirono Paul Wicker
Hoeven Perdue Young
NAYS—28

Blumenthal Harris Schatz
Booker Heinrich Schumer
Brown Klobuchar Smith
Cantwell Markey Stabenow
Cardin Menendez Udall
Casey Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Murphy Warren
Durbin Murray
Feinstein Peters Wyden
Gillibrand Sanders

NOT VOTING—3
Flake McCain Rounds

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
FISCHER). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

The Senator from Idaho.

Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the remaining
votes in this series be 10 minutes in

length.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Karen Gren Scholer, of Texas, to be
United States District Judge for the North-
ern District of Texas.

Mitch McConnell, Thom Tillis, John Cor-
nyn, John Kennedy, Richard Burr,
Mike Lee, David Perdue, Steve Daines,
James Lankford, Pat Roberts, Johnny
Isakson, Jeff Flake, Lindsey Graham,
Patrick J. Toomey, Marco Rubio, Tom
Cotton.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Karen Gren Scholer, of Texas, to be
United States District Judge for the
Northern District of Texas, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
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from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE), the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN), and the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 96,
nays 1, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 43 Ex.]
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The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE), the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. McCAIN), and the

Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS).
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

SASSE). Are there any other Senators

in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 85,

nays 12, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 44 Ex.]

YEAS—96
Alexander Fischer Murray
Baldwin Gardner Nelson
Barrasso Gillibrand Paul
Bennet Graham Perdue
Blumenthal Grassley Peters
Blunt Harris Portman
Booker Hassan Reed
Boozman Hatch Risch
Brown Heinrich Roberts
Burr Heitkamp Rubio
Cantwell Heller Sanders
Capito Hoeven Sasse
Cardin Inhofe Schatz
Carper Isakson Schumer
Casey Johnson Scott
Cassidy Jones Shaheen
Cochran Kaine Shelby
Collins Kennedy Smith
Coons King Stabenow
Corker Klobuchar Sullivan
Cornyn Lankford Tester
Cortez Masto Leahy Thune
Cotton Lee Tillis
Crapo Manchin Toomey
Cruz Markey Udall
Daines MecCaskill Van Hollen
Donnelly McConnell Warner
Duckworth Menendez Warren
Durbin Merkley Whitehouse
Enzi Moran Wicker
Ernst Murkowski Wyden
Feinstein Murphy Young
NAYS—1
Hirono
NOT VOTING—3
Flake McCain Rounds

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 96, the nays are 1.
The motion is agreed to.

———
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Tilman Eugene Self III, of Georgia,
to be United States District Judge for the
Middle District of Georgia.

Mitch McConnell, Chuck Grassley, Thom
Tillis, Tom Cotton, David Perdue, John
Kennedy, Pat Roberts, Johnny Isakson,
Mike Crapo, Roger F. Wicker, Mike
Rounds, Steve Daines, Richard Burr,
John Boozman, Lindsey Graham, Bill
Cassidy, John Barrasso.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Tilman Eugene Self III, of Georgia,
to be United States District Judge for
the Middle District of Georgia, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

YEAS—85

Alexander Ernst Murray
Baldwin Feinstein Nelson
Barrasso Fischer Paul
Bennet Gardner Perdue
Blumenthal Graham Portman
Blunt Grassley Reed
Boozman Hassan Risch
Brown Hatch
Burr Heinrich gﬁg%bs
Cantwell Heitkamp

: Sasse
Capito Heller
Cardin Hoeven Schumer
Carper Inhofe Scott
Casey Isakson Shaheen
Cassidy Johnson Shelby
Cochran Jones Smith
Collins Kaine Sullivan
Coons Kennedy Tester
Corker King Thune
Cornyn Klobuchar Tillis
Cortez Masto Lankford Toomey
Cotton Leahy Udall
Crapo Lee Van Hollen
Cruz Manchin Warner
Daines McCaskill Whitehouse
Donnelly McConnell Wicker
Duckworth Moran Wyden
Durbin Murkowski Young
Enzi Murphy

NAYS—12
Booker Markey Sanders
Gillibrand Menendez Schatz
Harris Merkley Stabenow
Hirono Peters Warren
NOT VOTING—3

Flake McCain Rounds

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 85, the nays are 12.
The motion is agreed to.

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Tilman Eugene
Self III, of Georgia, to be United States
District Judge for the Middle District
of Georgia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the time until 1:30
p.m. will be equally divided.

The Senator from Mississippi.

TRAN LEGISLATION

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, this
Chamber is familiar with deadlines and
has a habit of running up against them.
We cannot lose sight of May 12, the
deadline when President Trump will
make a decision about sanctions on
Iran.

In January, the President waived
sanctions for the last time, calling on
Congress to ‘‘either fix the deal’s disas-
trous flaws, or the United States will
withdraw.”” We now have less than 3
months—a period in which bipartisan
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consensus on the issue of Iran is abso-
lutely necessary.

To reimpose sanctions would effec-
tively signal the end of America’s par-
ticipation in the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action, the JCPOA, an agree-
ment better known as the Iran nuclear
deal. The plan is flawed, and we cannot
fix it without action.

I ask my colleagues for cooperation
and collaboration so that we can act in
the national interest and prevent the
nefarious aims of the world’s leading
state sponsor of terrorism. When it
comes to Iran, we must put aside our
differences and work together on a bi-
partisan bill.

I know that the chairman of the For-
eign Relations Committee, Senator
CORKER, has been working with Sen-
ator CARDIN on this issue. Their efforts
are commendable and necessary.

Let me stress again that this effort
must be bipartisan. One-sided legisla-
tion would signal division and weak-
ness on the issue of Iran. A partisan
bill would also undermine our diplo-
matic efforts with the P5+1 countries
to improve the JCPOA through a sup-
plemental agreement. I am confident
we can do our part.

First, Congress has repeatedly dem-
onstrated its support for countering
Iran’s malign activities. Second, Presi-
dent Trump has laid out a clear road
map for legislation that he would sign.
Finally, this President has the will to
walk away. He has made this promise,
and I believe he will keep it.

Let me explore these three points in
turn. No. 1, we have a long history of
acting in an overwhelmingly bipartisan
fashion on this issue. Last August, the
President signed the Countering Amer-
ica’s Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act. The legislation included tough
new sanctions on Iran’s ballistic mis-
sile program, on its sponsorship of ter-
rorism, and its human rights abuses.
The Senate approved it by a vote of 98
to 2, and it earned a vote of 419 to 3 in
the House—bipartisan majorities. We
also passed by voice vote Senator
RUBIO and Senator SHAHEEN’s bill to
crack down on illicit financing for
Iran’s client Hezbollah. The House
companion also passed by a voice vote.

We have a blueprint for what to do.
The President has outlined four pro-
posals addressing critical flaws in the
nuclear deal.

One of those proposals is that Iran
allow anytime, anywhere inspections.
Currently, Iran is blocking inter-
national inspectors from accessing
military sites, such as the Parchin fa-
cility. Inspectors also have to follow
elaborate rules even to request and re-
ceive access, despite Iran’s long history
of concealment and deception. If Iran
has nothing to hide, then it has no rea-
son to object to anytime, anywhere in-
spections.

Second, the bill would ensure that
Iran never comes close to getting a nu-
clear weapon. The current nuclear deal
attempts to keep Iran 1 year away
from breakout—the point at which Iran
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can rapidly develop a nuclear capa-
bility. One year is not much of an in-
surance policy, especially against the
top state sponsor of terrorism. The bot-
tom line is that Tehran should never
come close to a nuclear weapon.

Third, the bill needs to maintain re-
strictions in perpetuity. The so-called
sunset clauses are perhaps the most
flawed part of the nuclear agreement.
The way it currently reads, Iran does
not need to cheat. They can simply
wait us out. The conventional weapons
ban sunsets in 2020. The ban on receiv-
ing ballistic missile assistance sunsets
in 2023. The ban on replacing old cen-
trifuges with advanced models sunsets
in 2026. And all nuclear restrictions—
on centrifuges, on enrichment facilities
and levels, and on heavy water produc-
tion—sunset in 2031. The sunset clauses
do not stop Iran but kick the can down
the road—a road ending in just over a
decade.

Finally, the bill cannot overlook the
connection between Iran’s ballistic
missile and nuclear weapons programs.
The legislation must severely sanction
the ballistic missile program. This is
another no-brainer. A nuclear warhead
is effective to the extent that it can be
launched on a missile. Iran is not de-
veloping long-range and sophisticated
ballistic missiles to deliver conven-
tional payloads. The architects of the
Iran deal, unfortunately, took great
pains to keep it focused solely on nu-
clear. That has to end.

These four demands constitute a sen-
sible framework for the kind of bipar-
tisan legislation that Congress can
achieve.

The final reason for my cautious op-
timism is that we have a President who
keeps his promises. When President
Trump calls May 12 the last chance, I
take him seriously. I would encourage
my colleagues to do the same. This
President is dead serious about coun-
tering Iran’s agenda. He said that he
would decertify the deal last October.
He followed through. That should have
erased any doubts.

We should not wait until the elev-
enth hour to deal with this issue. It is
too important. By putting aside per-
sonal or political feelings, we can abso-
lutely achieve a bipartisan bill that
fixes the Iran deal using the Presi-
dent’s framework.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

CONGRATULATING TEAM USA AND THE
MINNESOTA OLYMPIC ATHLETES

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
rise today to congratulate Team USA
and to recognize the contributions of
so many Minnesotans at the 2018 Olym-
pic Winter Games in South Korea.

I am happy to be joined here by my
Senate colleague from Minnesota, Sen-
ator SMITH. Why are Senator SMITH
and I here today? We are here because
we had an incredible Olympics, with
Minnesota really leading the way when
it came to the gold medals.
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Of course, our State is no stranger to
the Olympics. We have sent athletes to
compete in women’s basketball and cy-
cling. But it shouldn’t be a surprise
that it is the Winter Olympics where
the bold northern State really shines.
We have a couple of things going for us.
The weather is kind of cold. There is
snow, so people are able to practice. We
also have a great athletic program at
our high schools, and we have a lot of
team spirit, which is especially helpful
in the teams we were a part of that
won the gold, including men’s curling
and women’s hockey.

Of the 243 athletes who were on Team
USA, 23 have ties to Minnesota, mak-
ing it the third highest represented
State. These athletes competed at the
highest level and showed the world just
what our State could do. If Minnesota
were competing as a country, it would
be tied for 12th, globally in the number
of gold medals won. But we are not a
country; we are a proud State. This
success is something all Minnesotans
can celebrate.

Mr. President, here are some exam-
ples for you. Winning a gold medal was
a first for Afton native Jessie Diggings
and a first for the United States. Her
road to the Olympics started on the
cross-country skiing trails that cover
Minnesota. Jessie worked to keep spir-
its high in training and during the
Olympic competition. She put glitter
on her cheeks as a reminder of what
made her fall in love with cross-coun-
try skiing as a little girl. Her relent-
less energy and drive were on full dis-
play. She and her teammate, Kikkan
Randall, became the first Americans to
bring home a gold in cross-country
team history. It is no surprise that
they voted Jessie to be the flag-bearer
for the closing ceremony.

Jessie and Kikkan weren’t the only
American women to bring home gold.
The women’s hockey team won their
first gold medal since 1998.

It is no coincidence that the ‘‘State
of Hockey” sent some serious talent.
The American team included six cur-
rent or former Gopher College players
and two current or former Minnesota
Duluth players. From Warroad to
Minnetonka, the Minnesotans on Team
USA brought pond hockey toughness
and the experience that comes from
growing up on the ice. This gold medal
will help inspire the next generation of
hockey players in Minnesota.

I want to make a special note of our
incredible goalie, Maddie Rooney. If
anyone stayed up—which I did—to
watch that shootout at the end, she
showed such poise and such grace
under pressure.

I also want to make a little note of
Warroad, MN, which produced the in-
credible Gigi Marvin, along with many
other gold medalists from the past.

While Americans were fans of hockey
well before the 2018 games, these Olym-
pics helped introduce the country to a
sport already loved by so many Min-
nesotans—curling. I will note that Sen-
ator CORNYN of Texas sent out a tweet
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saying that curling was an obscure
sport. I don’t think anyone thinks that
anymore. They might think it is kind
of an interesting sport, but it has gone
from obscure to cool. A lot of that has
to do with the men’s curling team.
Four out of five of the members of that
team were from our home State of Min-
nesota. In that game, the match went
from 1 to 4 in the morning or midnight
to 3. I can’t tell you how many Min-
nesotans were up all night watching
that and celebrating the gold medal.

The success of Minnesotans has been
inspiring, and I know Senator SMITH
agrees. From frozen ponds to backyard
hills, Minnesota helps bring the winter
athlete out in everyone.

I congratulate Team USA and all
Minnesota athletes who made these
games such a success.

Senator SMITH.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

Ms. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

Thank you, Senator KLOBUCHAR, for
organizing this colloquy on the Olym-
pic contributions of Minnesotans. I was
proud to work with you on this resolu-
tion honoring our Olympians. While I
have not yet given my first floor
speech—which I plan to do in a couple
of weeks—I couldn’t pass up the oppor-
tunity to come down and talk about
our State’s amazing athletes.

As I am sure Senator KLOBUCHAR
knows, as you have just heard from
her, once a Minnesotan can walk, you
can bet that his or her parents will try
to get them on skis, skates, a sled, or
maybe even on the curling rink. That
early start—mot to mention the fact
that Minnesotans are the hardest
working and most resilient people I
know—helps explain why 23 of our ath-
letes took part in this year’s Winter
Games. As Senator KLOBUCHAR said,
that is the third most of any State in
the country. And, boy, did they steal
the show. Minnesotans brought home
gold medals in women’s hockey, wom-
en’s cross-country skiing, men’s curl-
ing, and a bronze medal in women’s
downhill skiing.

I want to talk about Afton, Min-
nesota’s own Jessie Diggins, who car-
ried the Olympic torch for Team USA
at the closing ceremony. As Senator
KLOBUCHAR said, Jessie began skiing at
4 years old and started racing against
high schoolers at age 11. She earned
her spot on the Olympic cross-country
team and was the only woman to com-
pete in all six women’s cross-country
events—and compete she did.

Along with her teammate, Kikkan
Randall, Jessie won the first Olympic
Gold Medal ever for the United States
in cross-country skiing—and in dra-
matic fashion. Jessie came from behind
during the final stretch of the race,
inching out her competitor as they
crossed the finish line.

I am amazed, but not all that sur-
prised, by the accomplishments of my
fellow Minnesotans. I am so happy to
be able to join Senator KLOBUCHAR in
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saying we are glad the whole world had
the chance to witness what we see
every day in our jobs as Senators from
Minnesota—Minnesotans doing amaz-
ing things.

I yield the floor.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
know Minnesotans will look forward to
Senator SMITH’s actual first speech,
but I think it is a tribute to our State
that her first appearance on the Senate
floor was about all of these Gold Med-
als in hockey and curling and skiing.

Thank you.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Terry A. Doughty, of Louisiana, to
be United States District Judge for the West-
ern District of Louisiana.

Mitch McConnell, Chuck Grassley, Thom
Tillis, Tom Cotton, David Perdue, John
Kennedy, Pat Roberts, Johnny Isakson,
Mike Crapo, Roger F. Wicker, Mike
Rounds, Steve Daines, Richard Burr,
John Boozman, Lindsey Graham, Bill
Cassidy, John Barrasso.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Terry A. Doughty, of Louisiana, to
be United States District Judge for the
Western District of Louisiana, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE), the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN), and the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) is
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PERDUE). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 94,
nays 2, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 45 Ex.]

YEAS—9%4
Alexander Casey Duckworth
Baldwin Cassidy Durbin
Barrasso Cochran Enzi
Bennet Collins Ernst
Blumenthal Coons Feinstein
Blunt Corker Fischer
Booker Cornyn Gardner
Boozman Cortez Masto Gillibrand
Brown Cotton Graham
Burr Crapo Grassley
Cantwell Cruz Harris
Capito Daines Hassan
Carper Donnelly Hatch
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Heinrich Menendez Shaheen
Heitkamp Moran Shelby
Heller Murkowski Smith
Hoeven Murphy Stabenow
Inhofe Murray Sullivan
Isakson Nelson Tester
Johnson Paul Thune
% ones geidue Tillis

aine eters Toomey
Kennedy Portman

N Udall
King Reed Van Holl
Klobuchar Risch an Hollen
Lankford Roberts Warner
Leahy Rubio Warren
Lee Sanders Whitehouse
Manchin Sasse Wicker
Markey Schatz Wyden
McCaskill Schumer Young
McConnell Scott

NAYS—2
Hirono Merkley
NOT VOTING—4

Cardin McCain
Flake Rounds

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 94, the nays are 2.
The motion is agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Terry A. Doughty, of Lou-
isiana, to be United States District
Judge for the Western District of Lou-
isiana.

The

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———
GROWTH, REGULATORY

AND CONSUMER PRO-
ACT—MOTION TO PRO-

ECONOMIC
RELIEF,
TECTION
CEED

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to Calendar No. 287, S.
2155.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 287, S.
2155, a bill to promote economic growth, pro-
vide tailored regulatory relief, and enhance
consumer protections, and for other pur-
poses.

The

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. I send a cloture
motion to the desk on the motion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 287, S. 2155,
a bill to promote economic growth, provide
tailored regulatory relief, and enhance con-
sumer protections, and for other purposes.

Mitch McConnell, Ben Sasse, John Cor-
nyn, Pat Roberts, Jerry Moran, John
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Kennedy, David Perdue, Tim Scott,
Thom Tillis, Dean Heller, Mike Crapo,
James E. Risch, Roger F. Wicker,
James M. Inhofe, Tom Cotton, Richard
Burr, Lindsey Graham.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the mandatory quorum
call be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAS-

SIDY). The Senator from Massachu-
setts.
NO UNCONSTITUTIONAL STRIKE AGAINST NORTH

KOREA ACT

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I come
to the floor to share my deep concern
over what appears to be the Trump ad-
ministration’s intention to go to war
with North Korea.

North Korea may have bent over
backward to appear conciliatory during
the recently concluded Winter Olym-
pics in South Korea, but the Kim Jong
Un regime has not stopped its dan-
gerous activities—far from it. North
Korea is a serious and ever-worsening
threat to its people, to our allies and
partners in the region, and to the
United States, but the responsible
course of action is to use all tools of
American statecraft to reduce those
threats.

We have an obligation to American
families, servicemembers, and our al-
lies to say, unequivocally, that we did
everything in our power to curb North
Korea’s dangerous behavior without re-
sorting to armed conflict. Instead, I
fear that the Trump administration is
beating the drums of war.

While the North Korean regime was
all smiles during the Olympics, its ma-
lign behavior continued. Engineers
race to perfect a nuclear-tipped inter-
continental ballistic missile. North Ko-
rean laborers around the world—mod-
ern-day indentured servants—sent pay-
checks home to the regime, helping
fund its illicit military programs. Ille-
gal ship-to-ship transfers of refined pe-
troleum products continued. North Ko-
rea’s army of cyber warriors grew ever
more capable. North Korean military
officers reportedly continued to assist
and empower Bashar al-Assad’s chem-
ical weapons program in Syria, and the
Kim regime’s thugs made no efforts to
scale back rampant human rights
abuses.

Many smiled as the North Korean re-
gime won a gold medal in propaganda
at the Olympics. All the while, it got
ever closer to its ultimate goal of per-
fecting a nuclear weapon that could
reach the United States of America. We
missed an opportunity to engage in
talks with North Korea, and we did
that at our own peril.

While we must continue to ratchet
up pressure on North Korea, other ele-
ments of President Trump’s approach
threaten to make an already bad situa-
tion even worse.

First, we are all too familiar with the
President’s reckless rhetoric. Prom-
ising ‘‘fire and fury” does not minimize
tensions. Threatening to ‘‘totally de-
stroy” North Korea only increases the
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chance of deadly miscalculation.
Boasting about the size of a nuclear
button only makes the United States
less safe. How does Donald Trump
think Kim Jong Un would react if he
believed his rule were under immediate
threat? Would Kim restrain himself?

Second, contradictory statements
from the Trump administration cause
confusion that dampens the prospect of
a peaceful solution. Is the Trump ad-
ministration open to talks with North
Korea? We certainly should be. If we
are, what are the preconditions, and
should we even have any? We hear dif-
ferent thoughts on different days.
President Trump routinely undercuts
his Secretary of State, Rex Tillerson,
and with it, our diplomatic high
ground. Confusing our allies in South
Korea and Japan, whose assistance in
helping resolve the North Korean crisis
is indispensable, only serves to em-
bolden Kim Jong Un, who seeks to
drive a wedge between the United
States and our allies. We saw this dur-
ing the Olympics, and we cannot allow
that effort to ever take hold.

Third, the Trump administration’s
recently released budget request for
fiscal year 2019 would drastically cut
State Department funding. Yet there is
no explanation as to why the President
believes that it is prudent to cut diplo-
matic resources, especially in the mid-
dle of a crisis. The State Department is
already alarmingly understaffed to
handle the significant and increasingly
more potent threats from North Korea.

Just this week, we found out that the
Special Representative for North Korea
Policy, Ambassador Joseph Yun—the
lead American negotiator with North
Korea—is stepping down tomorrow. He
is one of the key players in any strat-
egy with Pyongyang. But wait—there
is more. We still don’t have a U.S. Am-
bassador to South Korea more than a
year into the Trump administration.
We still don’t have a confirmed Assist-
ant Secretary for East Asian and Pa-
cific Affairs. We still don’t have a spe-
cial envoy for North Korean human
rights issues. We still don’t have a
sanctions coordinator. It seems the
only thing this administration has to
show for its concern about North Korea
is Donald Trump’s Twitter account.

I sent a letter to Secretary Tillerson
asking him to explain how the State
Department is sufficiently staffed to
execute a wide-ranging strategy of dip-
lomatic engagement and pressure, but
as I wait for his response, the talk of
conflict persists and the drum beat of
war grows louder.

Sadly, we have heard this before. In
less than 3 weeks, we will mark the
15th anniversary of the U.S. invasion of
Iraq. To be clear, the current situation
we face with North Korea is not the
same as the one we faced in the runup
to the Iraq war in 2003, but, as Mark
Twain once said, while history does not
repeat itself, it does tend to rhyme. We
should recognize the similarities and
learn the appropriate lessons regarding
the use of military force.
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Unlike Iraq, North Korea has nearly
completed development of long-range
missiles, which will be capable of cre-
ating nuclear mushroom clouds in our
cities. We all agree that we need to act
to ensure that this never happens, but
nowhere is there a convincing argu-
ment for military strikes. There might
be a military option for the North Ko-
rean nuclear threat, but there is no
military solution.

According to July 2017 polls, 76 per-
cent of Americans are worried that the
United States will become engaged in a
major war in the next 4 years, and 86
percent of Americans believe the mili-
tary should only be used as a last re-
sort. We should listen to the American
people.

Congress must demand that the
Trump administration exhaust all dip-
lomatic and economic options in North
Korea short of war. I am not the only
one who thinks another Korean war
would be horrific. Warnings about the
consequences of conflict are coming
from all corners, including from the
senior-most national security and de-
fense officials.

Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis said
that conflict on the North Korean Pe-
ninsula would be ‘‘catastrophic.”

Former Secretary of Defense Bill
Perry said that a U.S. strike ‘‘could
turn into a disastrous military oper-
ation” and that ‘‘a war in the Korean
Peninsula that extends to Japan and
that goes nuclear would be 10 times
worse than the first Korean War.”

Victor Cha, who was to be nominated
as U.S. Ambassador to South Korea be-
fore being removed from contention,
stated that ‘‘the answer is not, as some
Trump administration officials have
suggested, a  preventive military
strike.”

Reports suggest that John Bolton,
whom President Trump may be consid-
ering to replace H.R. McMaster as Na-
tional Security Advisor, apparently
‘“‘supports preventive war through a
massive strike, if sanctions fail.” He
said that the United States would have
to ‘‘simultaneously destroy all known
North Korean ballistic missile sites,
submarine bases, and artillery, mortar,
and missile installments along the
North’s border with South Korea.”’

That doesn’t include the sites we
don’t know about. In October, the De-
partment of Defense stated that the
“only way to locate and destroy with
complete certainty all components of
North Korea’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram is through a ground invasion.”

Reports from a war game last week
indicated that approximately 10,000
Americans could be wounded in combat
in just the first few days of a new Ko-
rean war. Apparently GEN Mark
Milley, the Chief of Staff of the U.S.
Army, stated that the ‘‘brutality’ of
conflict on the Korean Peninsula would
“be beyond the experience of any living
soldier.”

Even before these comments, 74 per-
cent of Americans were concerned
about a ‘‘full-scale war with North
Korea.”
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So we must ask some fundamental
questions. On what criteria will the ad-
ministration judge that all non-
military options have been exhausted?
Who will be the arbiter of that deci-
sion? Will the administration fulfill its
constitutional obligation and come to
Congress to ask for support? How will
the Members of Congress respond to
such a request?

It is because of these questions that
I am here today. It is why I introduced
the No Unconstitutional Strike
Against North Korea Act. This bill
would prevent the Department of De-
fense and other Federal agencies from
spending any money to carry out an at-
tack, conventional or nuclear, on
North Korea without congressional ap-
proval, because we must only use the
U.S. military—the most powerful fight-
ing force in the world—if it is abso-
lutely necessary.

At the same time, I recognize that we
must do more to stem the North Korea
threat. That includes addressing ac-
tions by China, the primary enabler of
three successful generations of North
Korean dictators. We should seek Chi-
na’s partnership in this process, but we
must not fear offending the Chinese
Communist Party, nor fear China’s re-
action.

In the interest of our security and
the interests of a peaceful resolution,
we must, No. 1, cut off the flow of
crude oil from China to North Korea—
if we do not do this, then we are not
going as far as we need to on a package
of sanctions; No. 2, give the Kim re-
gime a warning that we expect them to
stop selling the slave labor of its people
and, in fact, receiving the revenues
from that slave labor in order to prop
up their regime and to fund a ballistic
missile and nuclear program; No. 3,
eliminate North Korea’s illicit drug
trade; No. 4, halt the procurement of
key rocket fuel chemicals; and No. 5,
restrict its use of the internet to evade
sanctions through theft of
cryptocurrencies and the committing
of other cyber crimes.

We must continue the pressure on
North Korea, but it must be combined
with simultaneous and direct engage-
ment with North Korea. We have yet to
use all of the sanctions that should be
imposed upon the North Korean re-
gime. We have a responsibility to en-
sure that we exhaust all sanctions, and
that includes doing everything we can
to shut down the flow of crude oil into
North Korea, which props up the re-
gime, props up the ballistic missile
program, and props up their nuclear
weapons program.

Talks with North Korea about these
issues are not synonymous with con-
cessions. Talks backed by targeted
pressure and stronger alliances are the
path pursued by countries that are
strong, confident, and wise, while the
drumbeat of war, on the other hand, is
the sound of fear and insecurity.

We are talking today about sanctions
on imported steel and aluminum that
come into the United States of Amer-
ica, but we are looking at that as a
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trade issue. If we want to do something
about trade that truly endangers our
country, we should be looking at the
trade between North Korea and China.
We should be looking at the crude oil
that continues to flow into North
Korea. We should not be talking about
a military option until we have ex-
hausted our diplomatic and our eco-
nomic opportunities to bring North
Korea to the table.

Without China’s agreement on this,
we will reach a debate on this floor
talking about war with North Korea,
but it will not be a debate that took
place with the United States—the
Trump administration—having ex-
hausted all of the opportunities that a
cutoff of crude oil would have and
could have presented to bring North
Korea to the table. It worked in 2006, it
worked in 1994, and I expect, for the
sake of the American people, that the
President will try to make that work
right now. He has not done that yet.
This administration has not done that
yet.

It is wrong to be hearing this talk
about military possibilities and mili-
tary options before we have exhausted
the cutoff of oil, of slave labor, of
drugs, of cryptocurrency. We have to
do that first. We owe that to history so
we are not judged to have rushed irra-
tionally into a war with North Korea
that could quickly spiral out of con-
trol.

Let’s return to a United States of
statecraft, allowing our diplomats to
advance our interests using our eco-
nomic tools, our economic strength, as
a way of ensuring that we avoid a friv-
olous loss of life in our country and
other countries because we did not pur-
sue a course that would work.

I thank the Presiding Officer.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session for the
en bloc consideration of the following
nominations: Executive Calendar Nos.
398, 399, 698, and 699.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nominations of Gregory Doud,
of Kansas, to be Chief Agricultural Ne-
gotiator, Office of the United States
Trade Representative, with the rank of
Ambassador; Jason Kearns, of Colo-
rado, to be a Member of the United
States International Trade Commis-
sion for the term expiring December 16,
2024; Dennis Shea, of Virginia, to be a
Deputy United States Trade Represent-
ative (Geneva Office), with the rank of
Ambassador; and C.J. Mahoney, of
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Kansas, to be a Deputy United States
Trade Representative (Investment,
Services, Labor, Environment, Africa,
China, and the Western Hemisphere),
with the rank of Ambassador.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc
with no intervening action or debate;
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nominations be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Doud, Kearns,
Shea, and Mahoney nominations en
bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar Nos. 700 through 709 and all
nominations on the Secretary’s desk;
that the nominations be confirmed, the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate; that no
further motions be in order; that any
statements related to the nominations
be printed in the RECORD; and that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows:

IN THE AIR FORCE

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section
624:

To be brigadier general
Col. Lee H. Harvis

The following named Air National Guard of
the United States officers for appointment in
the Reserve of the Air Force to the grade in-
dicated under title 10, U.S.C., sections 12203
and 12212:

To be brigadier general
Col. Michael L. Ahmann
Col. Peter G. Bailey
Col. Malinda M. Beggs
Col. Eric L. Bratu
Col. Benjamin M. Cason
Col. Mark A. Chidley
Col. Troy T. Daniels
Col. Nicholas A. Gentile, Jr.
Col. Thomas F. Grabowski
Col. Andrew W. Love
Col. Richard R. Neely
Col. Russell L. Ponder
Col. Donna M. Prigmore
Col. Robert D. Reyner
Col. James A. Roberts
Col. Raymond S. Robinson, IV
Col. James P. Ryan
Col. Darrin E. Slaten
Col. Christopher L. Smith
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Col.
Col.
Col.

Jeffrey S. Smith
Justin B. Smith
Mark A. Weber
Col. Jeffrey L. Wilkinson
Col. John P. York
The following named Air National Guard of
the United States officers for appointment in
the Reserve of the Air Force to the grade in-
dicated under title 10, U.S.C., sections 12203
and 12212:
To be brigadier general
Christopher R. Alderdice
Robert S. Grant
Paul N. Loiselle
Wayne M. McCaughey
David J. Mounkes
IN THE MARINE CORPS
The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Marine Corps Re-
serve to the grade indicated under title 10,
U.S.C., section 12203:
To be brigadier general
Col. Timothy L. Adams
Col. Mark A. Hashimoto
Col. Karl D. Pierson
IN THE AIR FORCE
The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section
624:

Col.
Col.
Col.
Col.
Col.

To be major general
Brig. Gen. John J. DeGoes
Brig. Gen. Robert 1. Miller
Brig. Gen. Lee E. Payne
IN THE ARMY
The following named Army National Guard
of the United States officer for appointment
in the Reserve of the Army to the grade indi-
cated under title 10, U.S.C., sections 12203
and 12211:
To be major general
Brig. Gen. Jeffrey P. Kramer
IN THE NAVY
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:
To be vice admiral
Rear Adm. (1h) Gordon D. Peters
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:
To be vice admiral
Rear Adm. Brian B. Brown
IN THE AIR FORCE
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section
624:
To be brigadier general
Col. John J. Allen
IN THE ARMY
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the Reserve of the Army to the
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section
12203:
To be brigadier general
Col. Todd M. Lazaroski
NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S
DESK
IN THE AIR FORCE
PN1235 AIR FORCE nominations (25) begin-
ning PAUL OBI AMALIRI, and ending
MEOSHIA A. WILSON, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of November 14,
2017.
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PN1502 AIR FORCE nominations (17) begin-
ning CARL P. BHEND, and ending CHRIS-
TOPHER M. WOLBERT, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 19, 2018.

PN1503 AIR FORCE nominations (566) begin-
ning STEVEN J. ACEVEDO, and ending
HEATHER C. YUN, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of January 19, 2018.

PN1504 AIR FORCE nominations (289) be-
ginning NATALIYA A. ABLES, and ending
MICHELLE L. ZIELINSKI, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Janu-
ary 19, 2018.

PN1505 AIR FORCE nominations (67) begin-
ning GEORGE Z. ABERTH, and ending
VERANIKA ZAKHARYEVA, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Janu-
ary 19, 2018.

PN1506 AIR FORCE nominations (121) be-
ginning KEVIN D. ALFORD, and ending
WINNIFRED M. WONG, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 19, 2018.

PN1507 ATR FORCE nominations (6) begin-
ning ANN E. ALEXANDER, and ending PAT-
RICK B. PARSONS, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of January 19, 2018.

PN1557 AIR FORCE nomination of David J.
Caswell, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 5, 2018.

PN1558 AIR FORCE nomination of Bruce P.
Heseltine, Jr., which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of February 5, 2018.

PN1559 AIR FORCE nominations (2) begin-
ning MICHAEL T. CAIN, and ending ILDA Y.
ISAZA, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of February 5, 2018.

PN1560 AIR FORCE nominations (3) begin-
ning KERRY L. HIRZEL, and ending JOSH-
UA S. TRICE, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of February 5, 2018.

PN1561 AIR FORCE nomination of Miguel
J. Morales, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 5, 2018.

PN1562 AIR FORCE nominations (3) begin-
ning JULIE A. BOWMAN, and ending
LARRIN S. WAMPLER, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of February 5, 2018.

PN1599 AIR FORCE nominations (375) be-
ginning MARC M. ADAIR, and ending JESSE
B. ZYDALLIS, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of February 8, 2018.

IN THE ARMY

PN1154 ARMY nomination of Devry C. An-
derson, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
October 16, 2017.

PN1508 ARMY nominations (90) beginning
ANDREW A. ARNDT, and ending D013347,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of January 19, 2018.

PN1509 ARMY nomination of Tyler M.
Abercrombie, which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of January 19, 2018.

PN1510 ARMY nomination of Randolph S.
Carpenter, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 19, 2018.

PN1511 ARMY nomination of Angel Soto,
which was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Janu-
ary 19, 2018.

PN1512 ARMY nominations (2) beginning
MATTHEW C. DAWSON, and ending LEE C.
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NOVY, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of January 19, 2018.

PN1565 ARMY nomination of Thomas A.
Summers, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 5, 2018.

PN1566 ARMY nomination of Christina M.
Buchner, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 5, 2018.

PN1567 ARMY nomination of Marcia L.
Lewis, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of Feb-
ruary 5, 2018.

PN1568 ARMY nomination of Jack E.
Shields, III, which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of February 5, 2018.

PN1569 ARMY nomination of Jerzy M.
Matyszczuk, which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of February 5, 2018.

PN1570 ARMY nominations (8) beginning
ALECIA D. BIDDISON, and ending ROGER
R. WOLD, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of February 5, 2018.

PN1571 ARMY nominations (10) beginning
JOSEPH W. BISHOP, and ending ROBERT T.
UTLAUT, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of February 5, 2018.

PN1572 ARMY nomination of Jennifer L.
White, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of Feb-
ruary 5, 2018.

PN1573 ARMY nomination of Patrick E.
Mather, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 5, 2018.

PN1574 ARMY nominations (4) beginning
LUIS G. FUCHU, and ending DEXTER C.
NUNNALLY, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of February 5, 2018.

PN1576 ARMY nomination of Olivia H.
Ivey, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of Feb-
ruary 5, 2018.

PN1577 ARMY nomination of Han S. Kim,
which was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Feb-
ruary 5, 2018.

PN1578 ARMY nomination of John E. Rich-
ardson, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 5, 2018.

PN1579 ARMY nomination of Paul A.
White, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of Feb-
ruary 5, 2018.

PN1580 ARMY nominations (4) beginning
ROBERT T. CARTER, JR., and ending
CHARLES A. PHILLIPS, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of February 5, 2018.

PN1602 ARMY nomination of Kyle R.
Stiefel, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 8, 2018.

PN1603 ARMY nomination of Adam C. Mil-
ler, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of Feb-
ruary 8, 2018.

PN1604 ARMY nomination of Mathew M.
Condry, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 8, 2018.

PN1605 ARMY nominations (45) beginning
DAVID A. AMAMOO, and ending DO013799,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of February 8, 2018.

PN1606 ARMY nomination of Jason B.
Yenrick, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 8, 2018.

March 1, 2018

PN1626 ARMY nomination of David R. Ad-
dams, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of Feb-
ruary 13, 2018.

PN1627 ARMY nomination of Pankaj A.
Ksheersagar, which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of February 13, 2018.

PN1628 ARMY nomination of Michael P.
Sargent, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 13, 2018.

PN1630 ARMY nomination of Nicholas E.
Hurd, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of Feb-
ruary 13, 2018.

PN1631 ARMY nomination of Michael C.
Agbay, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of Feb-
ruary 13, 2018.

PN1632 ARMY nomination of Jay A.
Iannacito, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 13, 2018.

IN THE MARINE CORPS

PN1494 MARINE CORPS nomination of
Lonnie M. McGhee, Jr., which was received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of January 18, 2018.

PN1591 MARINE CORPS nominations (7)
beginning MICHAEL E. FEUQUAY, and end-
ing HEATH E. RUPPERT, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Feb-
ruary 5, 2018.

PN1607 MARINE CORPS nominations (7)
beginning SHAWN P. CHABOT, and ending
RICARDO B. RIVERA, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of February 8, 2018.

PN1608 MARINE CORPS nominations (5)
beginning ENRIQUE LUZ, JR., and ending
JEREMY J. WILLOUGHBY, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Feb-
ruary 8, 2018.

PN1609 MARINE CORPS nominations (4)
beginning JEFFREY A. BRYANT, and end-
ing JOE A. SAENZ, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of February 8, 2018.

PN1610 MARINE CORPS nominations (2)
beginning ANDREW E. CHEATUM, and end-
ing JOSEPH M. DAVID, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of February 8, 2018.

PN1612 MARINE CORPS nominations (4)
beginning BRIAN K. EVANS, and ending
JEREMY F. ORTIZ, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of February 8, 2018.

PN1613 MARINE CORPS nominations (3)
beginning DANIEL H. FLICK, and ending
JESSE C. TALLMAN, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of February 8, 2018.

PN1614 MARINE CORPS nominations (2)
beginning EZRA H. BARDO, and ending MI-
CHAEL C. MEDLEY, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of February 8, 2018.

PN1615 MARINE CORPS nominations (2)
beginning MATTHEW C. PAMPUSH, and
ending STEPHEN T. SUTTON, which nomi-
nations were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Feb-
ruary 8, 2018.

PN1616 MARINE CORPS nominations (2)
beginning ODIN PINEDA, and ending
JAMES M. ROD, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of February 8, 2018.

PN1633 MARINE CORPS nominations (2)
beginning NATALIE E. MOORE, and ending
BROOKE J. SPEERS, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of February 13,
2018.
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IN THE NAVY

PN1246 NAVY nomination of Henry J. Ken-
nedy, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of No-
vember 14, 2017.

PN1302 NAVY nomination of John A. Mills,
which was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of De-
cember 1, 2017.

PN1513 NAVY nomination of Eric C.
Correll, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 19, 2018.

PN1584 NAVY nomination of Jamal L.
Headen, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 5, 2018.

PN1585 NAVY nominations (44) beginning
PATRICK P. ARRIGO, and ending OLIVER
C. ZUFELT, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of February 5, 2018.

PN1586 NAVY nomination of Jessica M.
Ferraro, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 5, 2018.

PN1587 NAVY nomination of Vijay M.
Ravindra, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 5, 2018.

PN1589 NAVY nomination of Elisabeth S.
Stephens, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 5, 2018.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. BoB CORKER,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-

porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
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the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
18-02, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Ukraine for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $47 million. After
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan
to issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale.
Sincerely,
GREGORY M. KAUSNER
(For Charles W. Hooper, Lieutenant
General, USA, Director.)
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 18-02

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Ukraine.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $29.5 million.

Other $17.5 million.

Total $47.0 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Two hundred ten (210) Javelin Missiles.

Thirty-seven 37 Javelin Command
Launch Units (CLU) (includes two (2) CLUs
to be used as spares).

Non-MDE: Also included are Basic Skill
Trainers (BST); United States Government
(USG) and contractor technical assistance,
transportation, training and other related
elements of logistics and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Army (UP-B-
UBT).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission. Fee. etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
March 1, 2018.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Ukraine—dJavelin Missiles and Command

Launch Units

The Government of Ukraine has requested
to buy two hundred ten (210) Javelin Missiles
and thirty-seven (37) Javelin Command
Launch Units (CLUs) (includes two (2) Jav-
elin CLUs to be used as spares). Also in-
cluded are Basic Skill Trainers (BST);
United States Government and contractor
technical assistance, transportation, train-
ing and other related elements of logistics
and program support. The total estimated
cost is not to exceed $47 million.

This proposed sale will contribute to the
foreign policy and national security of the
United States by improving the security of
Ukraine. The Javelin system will help
Ukraine build its long-term defense capacity
to defend its sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity in order to meet its national defense
requirements. Ukraine will have no dif-
ficulty absorbing this system into its armed
forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The prime contractors will be Raytheon/
Lockheed Martin Javelin Joint Venture of
Orlando, Florida and Tucson, Arizona. How-
ever, these missiles are being provided from
U.S. Army stocks and the CLUs will be ob-
tained from on-hand Special Defense Acqui-
sition Fund (SDAF)-purchased stocks. There
are no known offset agreements proposed in
conjunction with this potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require U.S. Government and/or contractor
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representatives to travel to Ukraine tempo-
rarily in order to conduct training.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 18-02
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act
Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The Javelin Weapon System is a me-
dium-range, man portable, shoulder-
launched, fire and forget, anti-tank system
for infantry, scouts, and combat engineers.
The system weighs 49.5 pounds and has a
maximum range in excess of 2,600 meters.
The system is highly lethal against tanks
and other systems with conventional and re-
active armors. The system possesses a sec-
ondary capability against bunkers.

2. Javelin’s key technical feature is the use
of fire-and-forget technology which allows
the gunner to fire and immediately relocate
or take cover. Additional special features are
the top attack and/or direct fire modes, an
advanced tandem warhead and imaging in-
frared seeker, target lock-on before launch,
and soft launch from enclosures or covered
fighting positions. The Javelin missile also
has a minimum smoke motor thus decreas-
ing its detection on the battlefield.

3. The Javelin Weapon System is com-
prised of two major tactical components,
which are a reusable Command Launch Unit
(CLU) and a round contained in a disposable
launch tube assembly. The CLU incorporates
an integrated day-night sight that provides a
target engagement capability in adverse
weather and countermeasure environments.
The CLU may also be used in a stand-alone
mode for battlefield surveillance and target
detection. The CLU’s thermal sight is a sec-
ond generation Forward Looking Infrared
(FLIR) sensor. To facilitate initial loading
and subsequent updating of software, all on-
board missile software is uploaded via the
CLU after mating and prior to launch.

4. The missile is autonomously guided to
the target using an imaging infrared seeker
and adaptive correlation tracking algo-
rithms. This allows the gunner to take cover
or reload and engage another target after fir-
ing a missile. The missile has an advanced
tandem warhead and can be used in either
the top attack or direct fire modes (for tar-
get undercover). An onboard flight computer
guides the missile to the selected target.

5. The Javelin Missile System hardware
and the documentation are UNCLASSIFIED.
The missile software which resides in the
CLU is considered SENSITIVE. The sensi-
tivity is primarily in the software programs
which instruct the system how to operate in
the presence of countermeasures. The overall
hardware is also considered sensitive in that
the infrared wavelengths could be useful in
attempted countermeasure development.

6. If a technologically advanced adversary
obtains knowledge of the specific hardware
and software elements, the information
could be used to develop countermeasures or
equivalent systems that might reduce weap-
on system effectiveness or be used in the de-
velopment of a system with similar or ad-
vanced capabilities.

7. A determination has been made that
Ukraine can provide substantially the same
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This proposed sale is necessary to fur-
ther the U.S. foreign policy and national se-
curity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification.

8. All defense articles and services listed on
this transmittal are authorized for release
and export to the Government of Ukraine.
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REMEMBERING JOHN TUNNEY

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President,
today I wish to honor a former Member
of this Chamber, Senator John Tunney,
whose seat I now hold.

Senator Tunney passed away on Jan-
uary 12 in Brentwood, CA, at the age of
83. His family and friends will gather
on Monday to celebrate his life.

The son of a world heavyweight box-
ing champion, Senator Tunney was
born in New York in 1934. After grad-
uating from Yale in 1956, he went on to
study law at the University of Vir-
ginia.

While attending law school, he was
roommates with Senator Ted Kennedy,
and the two became lifelong friends.

After graduating in 1959, he began his
career in public service as a JAG law-
yer in the Air Force. He was eventually
stationed in California, where he set-
tled after leaving the military.

He first ran for Congress in 1964, win-
ning a House seat representing River-
side and Imperial Counties. After three
terms in the House, when he was only
36 years old, John challenged Senator
George Murphy in 1970.

It was highly contested election. Sen-
ator Murphy shared the ballot with his
good friend, then-Governor Ronald
Reagan, who was seeking reelection.

Despite the Governor’s popularity,
Senator Tunney was able to win and by
a wider margin of victory than the
Governor. That campaign would serve
as the inspiration for Robert Redford’s
movie, ‘‘The Candidate.”

Ever the statesmen, Senator Murphy
went to Sacramento to meet with Gov-
ernor Reagan immediately after the
election. The two pledged to work to-
gether for the betterment of California.

That willingness to reach across the
aisle allowed Senator Tunney to be an
effective legislator during his career in
the Senate.

A champion of civil rights and envi-
ronmental causes, he passed several
major bills, including the Noise Pollu-
tion Act in 1972 and an extension of the
Voting Rights Act in 1975.

He also authored the landmark Anti-
trust Procedures and Penalties Act,
commonly referred to as the Tunney
Act. The antitrust bill gave the Justice
Department oversight of corporate
mergers and acquisitions.

Senator Tunney also played a key
role in keeping the United States out
the Angolan civil war, pushing to end
the Pentagon’s covert operations there.

As a freshman Senator, he authored
more than 38 bills, a record few of us
here today could claim in our first
term.

That success can be attributed in
part to the talented staff he hired, in-
cluding future Congresswoman Jane
Harman and Hadley Roff, who later
served on my own staff.

Despite his successful record, Sen-
ator Tunney lost his reelection bid to
S.I. Hayakawa during the anti-incum-
bent wave that followed Watergate.

Upon leaving office, he continued to
practice law, becoming a partner at
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Manatt, Phelps, Rothenberg & Tunney
in Los Angeles.

He also served on the boards of sev-
eral nonprofits, including Living With
Wolves and UCLA’s Hammer Museum.

After retiring, Senator Tunney spent
most of his time in Idaho, enjoying po-
etry, reading, fishing, skiing, and hik-
ing with his family.

Senator Tunney is survived by his
second wife, Kathinka Osborne Tunney,
his six children and stepchildren, and
two grandsons.

After his defeat in 1976, Senator
Tunney famously said, ‘““When you get
into public life, you’ve got to be pre-
pared to take your knocks.”

On behalf of all Californians, I am
grateful he was willing to take those
knocks and thankful for his life of pub-
lic service.

———————

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF KOSOVO
INDEPENDENCE

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I wish
briefly to note that Saturday, Feb-
ruary 17th, marked the 10th anniver-
sary of the independence of Kosovo. I
want to congratulate the people of
Kosovo on reaching their aspirations
for statehood 10 years ago and to sup-
port their current aspirations to be
part of a democratic, integrated, and
peaceful Europe. I urge the government
and people of Kosovo to use this anni-
versary as an occasion to strengthen
their commitments to democracy and
human rights, to seek reconciliation
with their neighbors, and to undertake
and fully implement the reforms nec-
essary to move forward in these areas.

In 1998, the situation in Kosovo was
markedly different. Still a province of
Serbia, with its autonomy unilaterally
revoked and its ethnic Albanian major-
ity harshly repressed, Kosovo erupted
in conflict. After years of passive re-
sistance to Serbian rule, the people of
Kosovo had enough and began to clam-
or for their rights. Early international
efforts to restore peace were
unsustainable, and with U.S. leader-
ship, the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization, NATO, Alliance was com-
pelled to intervene militarily the fol-
lowing year, placing Kosovo under the
administration of the United Nations,
UN, and opening the question of its
status.

The violent chaos of 1998 and 1999—
marked by horrific war crimes, mas-
sive displacement of populations, and
ultimately the death of an estimated
12,000 or more people—made subsequent
efforts to reach agreement on Kosovo’s
status a challenge, and only in Feb-
ruary 2008 could Kosovo assert inde-
pendent statehood based on a plan de-
veloped by the respected Finnish poli-
tician, Martti Ahtisaari.

This last decade has seen continued
challenges as XKosovo has tried to
achieve greater recognition of its inde-
pendence abroad and to develop its
democratic political institutions and
economy at home. Perhaps the most
important and positive development

March 1, 2018

has been the direct dialogue since 2012
between Serbian and Kosovo officials
in Brussels, under European Union, EU,
auspices. These talks have sought to
normalize relations between Belgrade
and Pristina and to achieve practical
progress that would improve the lives
and protect the rights of the people in
and from Kosovo. Some agreements
have been reached, but implementation
has been difficult. This work continues.

As a Member of Congress, both House
and Senate, I have been a witness to
Kosovo’s history. As a member of the
U.S. Helsinki Commission for more
than two decades and a member of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
since coming to this Chamber in 2007, I
have visited Kosovo and participated in
numerous hearings on developments
there. I have met with its leaders, as
well as those of Serbia and other neigh-
bors, and engaged in critical debates on
issues ranging from military interven-
tion and peacekeeping operations to
diplomatic recognition and bilateral
support for the country’s democratic
and economic development.

As Kosovo moves into a second dec-
ade of statehood, I urge those countries
that have not yet recognized its inde-
pendence to do so now, particularly
those in the European Union. Kosovo’s
independence is a reality, and full EU
recognition will help pave the way to
Kosovo’s European integration as it
continues to take the necessary steps
to strengthen its democratic institu-
tions, respect human rights, and ad-
here to the rule of law. Progress in
these areas is desperately needed and
something we should all want. With-
holding recognition accomplishes noth-
ing.

While I make this call urging
Kosovo’s recognition, I want also to
urge Kosovo’s political leaders not to
wait for outside incentives, but to see
progress as in Kosovo’s own interest
and to make this progress now. Noth-
ing will strengthen support for Kosovo
and its integration into Europe in the
years to come more than its efforts to
take responsibility now for doing the
right thing.

In this regard, I encourage the
Kosovo Government to make clear its
commitment to democracy. The polit-
ical turmoil in the country has raised
questions about the strength of this
commitment.

I hope to see steps in Kosovo to boost
respect for human and property rights
of members of minority communities,
whether Serb, Roma, Turk, Bosniak, or
any of the others who live in Kosovo.
This has been one area where progress
has been sadly lacking with regard to
what we would expect.

I also urge the Kosovo Government
to make progress on justice for past
atrocities by supporting the work of
the special court established for that
purpose and respecting its decisions
and judgements. Upholding the rule of
law for crimes that individuals in
Kosovo have committed will boost
Kosovo as a nation and contribute to a
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sustainable peace and prosperous fu-
ture.

With its young and enthusiastic pop-
ulation, I personally have little to
question about Kosovo’s future being
bright, but the job of Kosovo’s leaders
today is to erase all doubts at home
and abroad through accelerated
progress on the democratic and human
rights values we all hold dear. By doing
so, Kosovo will make an even stronger
claim to the Organization for Security
and Co-operation in Europe—OSCE—
NATO, and EU memberships it deserves
in the years to come.

Let me conclude, by expressing my
support for continued U.S. leadership
in the Western Balkans, a leadership
that ended a decade of regional con-
flict, helped bring Kosovo to where it is
today, and can make a difference still.
With Russian and other outside influ-
ences seeking to undermine the
progress we have made, it is in our in-
terest to engage more actively and
offer a positive alternative to a dif-
ficult past. It is in our interest to see
Kosovo and the entire region stable
and secure, reconciled and integrated,
and—above all—prosperous. Let this be
a time where we not only celebrate the
progress we have made in the past dec-
ade, but also commit to more rapid
progress in the decade to come.

Congratulations, Kosovo, on your 10
years of independence. You can count
on the continued support of your
friends in the United States.

RECOGNIZING THE RAVALLI
COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week I have the honor of recognizing
the Ravalli County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and Sheriff Stephen Holton for
their work to prevent an attack on the
students and teachers of Darby School
District.

Just last week, on the heels of 17
tragic murders in Parkland, FL, a
Darby High School senior allegedly
made threatening comments and social
media posts directed at fellow students
and faculty at Darby High School.
After receiving information about the
concerning threats, Sheriff Holton
took action, and law enforcement ar-
rested the student on felony charges.

While we will continue to investigate
the tragedy in Florida and the perform-
ance of law enforcement in that inci-
dent, it is important that we commend
students who speak up, school officials
who respond, and those law enforce-
ment officers who bravely act to keep
our communities safe. The Darby stu-
dents and school officials did the right
thing.

Sheriff Holton and the quick re-
sponse of students and school officials
may have prevented a tragedy in Mon-
tana, and for that, we are very grate-
ful.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING SOUTH GEORGIA

e Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, as the
senior Senator from Georgia, it is my
honor to pay tribute to South Georgia
on its selection as a ‘2018 Great Amer-
ican Defense Community’” by the Asso-
ciation of Defense Communities.

Since 1941, this region of my State
has been the proud home of Moody Air
Force Base and some of the best air-
men in the world.

I congratulate the outstanding South
Georgia Military Affairs Council,
which is led by local chambers of com-
merce in Berrien, Cook, Lanier, and
Lowndes Counties, and the many com-
munity members who work to support
Moody Air Force Base. They take great
pride in this installation, and they un-
derstand how important the brave men
and women who are based there are to
our national security and to America.

The Great American Defense Commu-
nities Program honoring these special
volunteers recognizes the overall sup-
port that communities and regions in
the U.S. provide to service members
and military families to help ensure
the highest quality of life possible. Se-
lection for this honor is based on com-
munity building and integration, sup-
port and collaboration, educational and
employment opportunities, and veteran
and family support.

I have seen firsthand how strongly
the airmen and families associated
with Moody Air Force Base are sup-
ported and appreciated by the South
Georgia community. It is much more
than simply a place to live. For our
military members serving at Moody,
their community is a place to call
home. It is family.

Moody Air Force Base is the home to
the 23rd Wing ‘‘Flying Tigers,”” which
consists of the 23rd Fighter Group, the
Air Force’s largest A-10 fighter group,
the 347th Rescue Group, and the Avon
Park Air Force Range, among others.
From close air support to combat
search and rescue, the dedicated air-
men of Moody Air Force Base play a
critical role in our national defense
and our ability to project power around
the globe.

Throughout Georgia, we are fortu-
nate to be home to welcoming commu-
nities for the servicemembers who are
stationed at military bases across our
State. South Georgia is a wonderful ex-
ample of this spirit of service and pa-
triotism. I congratulate this region and
Moody Air Force Base on this distinct
honor.e

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Cuccia, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
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sage from the President of the United
States submitting a nomination which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 2:14 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker pro tempore
(Mr. HARRIS) has signed the following
enrolled bill:

H.R. 535. An act to encourage visits be-
tween the United States and Taiwan at all
levels, and for other purposes.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. HATCH).

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 1865. An act to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to clarify that section
230 of such Act does not prohibit the enforce-
ment against providers and users of inter-
active computer services of Federal and
State criminal and civil law relating to sex-
ual exploitation of children or sex traf-
ficking, and for other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-4470. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Management and Budget, Exec-
utive Office of the President, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to the
President’s fiscal year 2019 budget request;
to the Committee on Appropriations.

EC-4471. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on
the approved retirement of Admiral Michael
S. Rogers, United States Navy, and his ad-
vancement to the grade of admiral on the re-
tired list; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-4472. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and
Sustainment), transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report entitled ‘‘Fiscal Year 2016 In-
ventory of Contracted Services’’; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC—4473. A communication from the Dep-
uty General Counsel for Operations, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a vacancy in the position of Assist-
ant Secretary for Policy Development and
Research, Department of Housing and Urban
Development, received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 28, 2018;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-4474. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulations, Office
of the Inspector General, Department of
Housing and Urban Development, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Streamlining the Office of Inspector
General’s Freedom of Information Act Regu-
lations and Implementing FOIA Improve-
ment Act of 2016 (RIN2508-AA15) received in
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the Office of the President of the Senate on
February 28, 2018; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-4475. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director for Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Foreign Assets Control, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘North Korea Sanc-
tions Regulations’” (31 CFR Part 510) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on February 27, 2018; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-4476. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Management and Budget, Exec-
utive Office of the President, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to the
President’s fiscal year 2019 budget request;
to the Committee on the Budget.

EC-4477. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Management and Budget, Exec-
utive Office of the President, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report on appropriations
legislation within seven days of enactment;
to the Committee on the Budget.

EC-4478. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Emer-
gency Import Restrictions Imposed on Ar-
chaeological and Ethnological Materials
from Libya” (RIN1515-AE34) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 28, 2018; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-4479. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant General Counsel for Regu-
latory Affairs, Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Benefits Pay-
able in Terminated Single-Employer Plans;
Interest Assumptions for Paying Benefits”
(29 CFR Part 4022) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on February 28,
2018; to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

EC-4480. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Education, transmitting, pursuant
to law, a report entitled ‘“‘U.S. Department of
Education Fiscal Year 2017 Annual Perform-
ance Report and Fiscal Year 2019 Annual
Performance Plan, and Strategic Plan for
Fiscal Years 2018 - 2022’’; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-4481. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Education, transmitting, pursuant
to law, a report entitled ‘“U.S. Department of
Education Fiscal Year 2017 Annual Perform-
ance Report and Fiscal Year 2019 Annual
Performance Plan, and Strategic Plan for
Fiscal Years 2018 - 2022’; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-4482. A communication from the Board
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Farm
Credit Administration, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Administration’s Fiscal Year
2017 Federal Information Security Manage-
ment Act (FISMA) and Privacy Management
Report; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

EC-4483. A communication from the Report
to the Nation Delegation Director, Boy
Scouts of America, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the organization’s 2017 annual report;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-4484. A communication from the Senior
Director of Government Affairs and Cor-
porate Communications, National Railroad
Passenger Corporation, Amtrak, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, Amtrak’s fiscal year
2019 General and Legislative Annual Report
and fiscal year 2019 grant request; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

————

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
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were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-174. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of Michigan urging the
United States Congress to enact legislation
that provides the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration and regional man-
agement councils additional tools to effec-
tively and appropriately manage our na-
tion’s important saltwater recreational fish-
eries; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

SENATE RESOLUTION NoO. 118

Whereas, U.S. saltwater fisheries are
among the world’s largest and most sustain-
able, providing significant economic impact
across the nation. The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and re-
gional management councils set catch lim-
its, ensure compliance with fisheries regula-
tions, and reduce unintended catches to pro-
vide continued economic and recreational
opportunities; and

Whereas, Inaccurate and inconsistent data
used to make decisions concerning saltwater
fishing stocks, as well as a one-size-fits-all
management approach, have led to curtailed
recreational fishing opportunities, frus-
trating recreational anglers and adversely
impacting Michigan companies that manu-
facture recreational fisheries products.
Michigan is home to several boat and fishing
tackle manufacturers who sell their products
nationwide. These companies employ thou-
sands of skilled workers, having a substan-
tial impact on Michigan’s economy; and

Whereas, Improved data collection and im-
plementing management tools more suitable
for recreational fisheries will enhance public
access to fish and continue to conserve our
saltwater fisheries resources. Not only will
recreational anglers benefit, but also thou-
sands of fishing-related businesses that de-
pend on reasonable angler access to healthy
saltwater fisheries. The Modernizing Rec-
reational Fisheries Management Act of 2017,
S. 15620, would update federal fisheries man-
agement for recreational angling by allowing
alternative management techniques, im-
prove data collection, ensure periodic review
of allocations in important mixed-use fish-
eries, and continue to rebuild overfished
stocks, among other benefits, to anglers and
the nation, now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate, That we memori-
alize the Congress of the United States to
enact legislation that provides the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
and regional management councils addi-
tional tools to effectively and appropriately
manage our nation’s important saltwater
recreational fisheries, and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

POM-175. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislative Assembly of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico requesting the United
States Congress and the United States De-
partment of Interior to take the necessary
administrative and legislative actions in
order to provide for the updating of the var-
ious topographic and hydrographic maps of
our Island; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

S. CON. RES. 1
STATEMENT OF MOTIVES

The United States Geological Survey
(hereinafter, the USGS) is a scientific orga-
nization that provides unbiased information
on the health of our ecosystems and the en-
vironment; the natural hazards that threat-
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en us; the natural resources, based on the
impact of climate change and land use; and
the core science systems that allow us to
provide timely, relevant, and useful informa-
tion.

As the Nation’s largest water, earth, and
biological science mapping agency, the
USGS collects, monitors, analyzes, and pro-
vides scientific knowledge on the condition
of the natural resources and any problems
and issues related thereto. The agency’s di-
verse scientific knowledge enables it to con-
duct large-scale multidisciplinary investiga-
tion, and to provide unbiased scientific infor-
mation to resource managers, planners, and
other customers. Likewise, the USGS works
in conjunction with other federal agencies as
well as the private sector through official
memoranda of understanding and memo-
randa of agreement in order to fulfill the
agency’s scientific mission.

The services offered by the USGS are of ut-
most importance for Puerto Rico. The maps
drawn by this entity are used for multiple
purposes, such as the identification of drain-
age basins and the topography, land classi-

fication, localization, and the location of
water resources, properties, delimitation,
etc.

As a matter of fact, the USGS’s plans are
part of the requirements of the permit proc-
ess carried out by the government agencies
of Puerto Rico. However, the aforementioned
maps are not up to date and most of them
date back to many decades. As expected, our
Island and its topography have been altered
in the last forty (40) or fifty (50) years; there-
fore, it is necessary to amend and update
said maps.

The USGS keeps evolving and, in 2010, the
agency made changes to its structure in
order to focus on or pay special attention to
natural hazards. For such reason, the impor-
tance of the accuracy in the records or docu-
ments that the agency provides must be rec-
ognized. Regarding the USGS’s maps of our
Island, it is essential that these maps are up-
dated in order to avoid issues in future devel-
opments and make an orderly land planning
feasible.

In view of these circumstances and
through this Concurrent Resolution, this
Legislative Assembly hereby requests the
United States Congress and the pertinent
federal agencies to provide for the updating
of the various topographic and hydrographic
maps of our Island.

Be it resolved by the Legislative Assembly of
Puerto Rico:

Section 1.—To request the United States
Congress and the United States Department
of Interior to take the necessary administra-
tive and legislative actions in order to pro-
vide for the updating of the various topo-
graphic and hydrographic maps of our Island.

Section 2.—It is hereby provided that a
certification on this Concurrent Resolution
shall be issued immediately to be delivered
to the United States Congress and the
United States Department of the Interior.

Section 3.—This Concurrent Resolution
shall be translated into English to be deliv-
ered as provided in Section 2.

Section 4.—This Concurrent Resolution
shall take effect immediately after its ap-
proval.

POM-176. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico memorializing the Assembly’s
opposition to H.R. 4202, the ‘‘Parity in Ani-
mal Cruelty Enforcement Act’’; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

S. CON. RES. 28
STATEMENT OF MOTIVES

The sport of cockfighting began in Puerto
Rico in the 17th century, when it was offi-
cially established on April 5, 1770 by the de-
cree of Spanish governor Don Miguel de
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Muesas. At that time, cockfighting was al-
ready a pastime in most European countries.
It was so popular that, during the reign of
King Henry VIII, cockfights were held in the
Palace of Whitehall, in the courtyards and
interiors of churches, and even in the British
Parliament. Likewise, cockfights were so
popular in France that they adopted the
gamecock as their national symbol.

In the United States, some presidents were
fans of the sport, among them, George Wash-
ington, Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson,
and Abraham Lincoln who was known as
‘““Honest Abe’ due to being a good pit judge.
In fact, for many years, it was acceptable
and encouraged in the United States for a
gentleman to raise game fowls and be an ex-
pert at the sport.

Over the years, cockfight bans began ap-
pearing all across the Nation. In 1898, the
sport was banned after Puerto Rico became a
territory of the United States of America,
but underground cockfights continued. How-
ever, as a result of the fight put up by the
third President of the Senate of Puerto Rico,
the Honorable Rafael Martinez-Nadal, who
was a fan of the sport and defended this Is-
land tradition, then Governor of Puerto
Rico, Robert Gore, repealed the ban and pro-
mulgated legislation which recognized cock-
fighting as a legitimate sport in the Island.

As a result of the above mentioned, the
rule of law has recognized that the sport of
cockfighting has been part of our culture and
traditions. According to José S. Alegria,
“‘the sport of cockfighting was a leveler that
made a gentleman out of all those who vis-
ited the pits, regardless of their standing in
society.” This sport is known as the ‘‘gentle-
men’s sport,”” because the people who follow
the same keep their word during the com-
petitions, without the need for a contract or
a similar document for such purposes.

Although this sport has millions of fans in
dozens of countries around the world, Puerto
Rico is still considered ‘‘the Mecca’’ of cock-
fighting. The sport is so well established
that, unlike many other sports on the Island,
cockfighting does not require subsidies from
the Government of Puerto Rico. Moreover, it
is estimated to generate over twenty-seven
thousand (27,000) direct and indirect jobs.
Likewise, this sport greatly impacts Puerto
Rico’s tourism because we receive visitors
from Mexico, the Dominican Republic, and
other countries who travel to the Island to
partake in the sport of cockfighting.

Since its beginnings in Puerto Rico, the
sport of cockfighting has faced great chal-
lenges and has overcome them. In 2007, the
Federal Government passed the Animal Wel-
fare Act[sic], Pub. Law 110-22 which classi-
fied as a felony the transport, sale, and pur-
chase of tools and paraphernalia relating to
this activity, among other things. At that
time, the territories and places where cock-
fighting was legal were excluded from the
application of the Act.

However, HR 4202 was introduced on No-
vember 1 of this year, jeopardizing the con-
tinuity of this sport in Puerto Rico. On this
occasion, the express intent of the bill is to
extend the total ban against animal fighting
set forth in the ‘“Animal Welfare Act’ to the
United States territories. Moreover, it pro-
hibits the purchase, sale, or transportation
of accessories to be used in cockfights, and
even imposes penalties of imprisonment. The
congress members who introduced this meas-
ure consider these types of fights animal cru-
elty.

It is worth noting that the sport of cock-
fighting in Puerto Rico is well regulated. For
instance, safety measures are taken to guar-
antee that participating gamecocks wear the
same spurs and are of the same age, weight,
and bet. Furthermore, pit judges are empow-
ered to stop the fight if they notice either
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excessive punishment or that a gamecock is
not fit to continue fighting. Once the fight is
over, both gamecocks are examined by spe-
cialized staff and treated accordingly for
their prompt recovery. Hence, it is evident
that our industry has taken measures to en-
sure the protection of gamecocks.

The enactment of HR 4202 shall threaten a
century-old practice that is deeply rooted in
our culture, history, and traditions. More-
over, said bill shall affect various compo-
nents of our economy that provide services
related to this sport, such as veterinarians,
game fowl breeders, agricultural stores, and
trophies and awards manufacturers, among
others. For all of the foregoing, the Legisla-
tive Assembly is compelled to firmly and un-
equivocally reject the enactment of HR 4202,
since it does not take into account the ad-
verse effect that such bill shall have on
Puerto Rico’s economy and culture.

Be it resolved by the Legislative Assembly of
Puerto Rico:

Section 1.—To express the firm and un-
equivocal repudiation and opposition of the
Legislative Assembly of Puerto Rico to HR
4202 of the United States House of Represent-
atives that seeks to apply the ‘“Animal Wel-
fare Act” to United States territories and,
consequently, prohibits cockfights in Puerto
Rico.

Section 2.—A certified copy of this Concur-
rent Resolution translated into English shall
be delivered to the members of the Senate
and of the House of Representatives of the
U.S. Congress and to the President of the
United States of America.

Section 3.—This Concurrent Resolution
shall take effect upon its approval.

POM-177. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the General Assembly of the State of
Indiana urging the President of the United
States and United States Congress to in-
struct the Environmental Protection Agency
to remove Lake and Porter counties from
the Chicago Nonattainment Area; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

SENATE RESOLUTION FOUR

Whereas, The motor vehicle inspection and
maintenance (I/M) programs in Lake and
Porter counties were mandated by the fed-
eral Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990,
based on Lake and Porter counties’ designa-
tion as ‘‘nonattainment’, along with north-
east Illinois and southeast Wisconsin, under
the one-hour ozone standard;

Whereas, According to the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
cars and trucks collectively are the single
greatest contributor to ground-level ozone,
the major component of smog;

Whereas, The purpose of an I/M program is
to reduce ground-level ozone by ensuring
that the emission control systems on vehi-
cles are working correctly;

Whereas, Generally, only vehicles reg-
istered in Lake and Porter counties are sub-
ject to the I/M programs in Lake and Porter
counties;

Whereas, Lake and Porter counties in
northwest Indiana are intersected by Inter-
state Highway 80/90 and Interstate Highway
94, two of the most heavily traveled high-
ways in the Midwest, and Lake County is
also intersected by Interstate Highway 65,
another heavily traveled highway, linking
major southern cities with Indianapolis and
Chicago;

Whereas, The citizens of Lake and Porter
counties have been burdened with the cost of
the testing and remediation required under
the I/M program, even though thousands of
out-of-state vehicles pass through these
areas on a daily basis without the burden of
submitting to the I/M program;
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Whereas, Lake and Porter counties are
linked to the Chicago Nonattainment Area
based on violations in northeast Illinois and
southeast Wisconsin;

Whereas, Under the standards promulgated
in 2015 for ozone, nine monitors within the
Chicago Nonattainment Area exceed the
standard, but none of the monitors are lo-
cated in Indiana; and

Whereas, Lake and Porter counties have
the most stringent suite of control measures
in the Midwest, and have consistently met
EPA’s objectives: therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate of the General Assem-
bly of the State of Indiana:

Section 1. That the Indiana General As-
sembly urges the Honorable Donald J.
Trump, President of the United States; the
Honorable Michael R. Pence, Vice President
of the United States; and members of the
United States Congress from Indiana to in-
struct the Environmental Protection Agency
to remove Lake and Porter counties from
the Chicago Nonattainment Area, and there-
by eliminate the requirements under which
the motor vehicle inspection and mainte-
nance programs in Lake and Porter counties
are operated.

Section 2. That copies of this resolution be
transmitted by the Secretary of the Senate
to the Honorable Donald J. Trump, President
of the United States; the Honorable Michael
R. Pence, Vice President of the United
States; the Honorable Joe Donnelly, the
Honorable Todd Young, the Honorable Pete
Visclosky, the Honorable Jackie Walorski,
the Honorable Jim Banks, the Homnorable
Todd Rokita, the Honorable Susan Brooks,
the Honorable Luke Messer, the Honorable
Andre Carson, the Honorable Larry Bucshon,
and the Honorable Trey Hollingsworth of the
U.S. Congress; Scott Pruitt, the Adminis-
trator of the United States Environmental
Protection Agency; and Robert A. Kaplan,
the Acting Regional Administrator for EPA
Region 5 in Chicago.

POM-178. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of California relative to the
45th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 72

Whereas, January 22, 2018, marks the 45th
anniversary of the United States Supreme
Court’s landmark decision in Roe v. Wade,
which affirmed that every woman has a fun-
damental right to control her own reproduc-
tive decisions and to decide whether to end
or to continue pregnancy, and is an occasion
deserving of acknowledgment; and

Whereas, Roe v. Wade has been the corner-
stone of women’s ability to control their re-
productive lives, allowing every woman in
the United States the right to decide when,
if, and with whom to have children, and how
many children to have; and

Whereas, Women’s ability to control their
reproductive lives has helped and facilitated
their participation in the economic and so-
cial life of our nation; and

Whereas, Roe v. Wade has drastically re-
duced the maternal mortality rate for
women terminating their pregnancies in the
United States. In the years prior to the deci-
sion, illegal abortion accounted for approxi-
mately 17 percent of all reported deaths at-
tributable to pregnancy and childbirth, and
many women were severely injured as a re-
sult of ‘“‘back alley’’ abortion procedures; and

Whereas, Interference with a woman’s
right to choose causes women to be forced
into illegal and dangerous abortions, as they
often were in the United States before the
Roe v. Wade decision. Many women are
forced to make these decisions today in
countries where abortion is illegal and un-
safe. Each year between 4.7 percent to 13.2
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percent of maternal deaths can be attributed
to unsafe abortion. Many survivors of an ille-
gal abortion suffer serious and often perma-
nent injuries; and

Whereas, Roe v. Wade continues to protect
the health and freedom of women throughout
the United States; and

Whereas, The State of California stands in
strong support of every woman’s funda-
mental right, as confirmed in Roe v. Wade,
to make her own decisions regarding her
pregnancy; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate of the State of Cali-
fornia, That the Senate urges the President
of the United States and the United States
Congress to express their support for a wom-
an’s fundamental right to control her own
reproductive decisions, as well as their sup-
port for access to comprehensive reproduc-
tive health care, including the services pro-
vided by Planned Parenthood; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate
transmit copies of this resolution to the
President and Vice President of the United
States, to the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, to the Majority Leader of the
Senate, to each Senator and Representative
from California in the Congress of the United
States, and to the author for appropriate dis-
tribution.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. GRASSLEY for the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Billy J. Williams, of Oregon, to be United
States Attorney for the District of Oregon
for the term of four years.

Mark S. James, of Missouri, to be United
States Marshal for the Western District of
Missouri for the term of four years.

Daniel C. Mosteller, of South Dakota, to be
United States Marshal for the District of
South Dakota for the term of four years.

Jesse Seroyer, Jr., of Alabama, to be
United States Marshal for the Middle Dis-
trict of Alabama for the term of four years.

By Mr. BURR for the Select Committee on
Intelligence.

*Isabel Marie Keenan Patelunas, of Penn-
sylvania, to be Assistant Secretary for Intel-
ligence and Analysis, Department of the
Treasury.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Ms. HIRONO, and Mr. SANDERS):
S. 2477. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to modify the exception to
the work requirement; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
By Mrs. MCCASKILL (for herself and
Mrs. SHAHEEN):
S. 2478. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to deny the deduction for
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advertising and promotional expenses for
prescription drugs; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. KING, and Ms. WARREN):

S. 2479. A bill to amend the Agricultural
Research, Extension, and Education Reform
Act of 1998 to address deferred maintenance
at agricultural research facilities, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Ms.
WARREN):

S. 2480. A Dbill to prohibit agreements be-
tween employers that directly restrict the
current or future employment of any em-
ployee; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. KENNEDY:

S. 2481. A bill to increase the penalties for
fentanyl trafficking; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
CORNYN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr.
YOUNG):

S. 2482. A bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to require the Attorney General
to establish a section within the Department
of Justice with responsibility for the en-
forcement of laws against suspected
operatives or agents of foreign governments,
to amend title 18, United States Code, to im-
prove enforcement of the Foreign Agents
Registration Act, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms.
HARRIS, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HIRONO,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr.
WHITEHOUSE):

S. 2483. A bill to provide greater access to
higher education for America’s students; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mrs. MURRAY:

S. 2484. A bill to enhance Social Security
benefits for children, divorced spouses, and
widows and widowers, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. SULLIVAN:

S. 2485. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide payment of Medal of
Honor special pension under such title to the
surviving spouse of a deceased Medal of
Honor recipient, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. PAUL:

S. 2486. A Dbill to repeal the Gun-Free
School Zones Act of 1990 and amendments to
that Act; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. THUNE):

S. 2487. A Dbill to amend the Food Security
Act of 1985 to authorize the Secretary of Ag-
riculture to provide certain data on con-
servation practices, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. UDALL, Mr. JONES,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Ms. SMITH, Ms. CANTWELL, and
Ms. HARRIS):

S. 2488. A Dbill to amend title 37, United
States Code, to exclude the receipt of basic
allowance for housing for members of the
Armed Forces in determining eligibility for
certain Federal benefits, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

By Ms. HEITKAMP:

S. 2489. A Dbill to amend the Housing Act of
1949 to extend the authority of the Secretary
of Agriculture to make loans to certain enti-
ties for housing and buildings on adequate
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farms, to establish a technical assistance
program to improve access by Tribal entities
to rural development programs, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Indian
Affairs.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mrs. CAPITO (for herself and Ms.
BALDWIN):

S. Res. 419. A resolution designating the
week of February 26 through March 4, 2018,
as ‘‘National Eating Disorders Awareness
Week’ and supporting the goals and ideals of
raising awareness and understanding of eat-
ing disorders; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE):

S. Res. 420. A resolution designating March
3, 2018, as ‘“World Wildlife Day’’; considered
and agreed to.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. NEL-
SON, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mr. ALEXANDER, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
BARRASSO, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. CAPITO,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY,
Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COL-

LINS, Mr. CoONS, Mr. CORKER, Mr.
CORNYN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. COT-
TON, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr.
DAINES, Mr. DONNELLY, Ms.

DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENZI,
Mrs. ERNST, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs.
FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. GARDNER,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. HASSAN,
Mr. HATCH, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms.
HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ISAK-
SON, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. JONES, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KING, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. LEE, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. McCAIN, Mrs. McCAS-
KILL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY,

Mr. MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr.
MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PAUL,
Mr. PERDUE, Mr. PETERS, Mr.

PORTMAN, Mr. REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. SANDERS,
Mr. SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCOTT,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms.
SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SULLIVAN,
Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS,
Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. UDALL, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, Ms. WARREN,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
WYDEN, and Mr. YOUNG):

S. Res. 421. A resolution condemning the
horrific attack in Parkland, Florida, and ex-
pressing support and prayers for all those
impacted by that tragedy; considered and

agreed to.
By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
REED, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr.

BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CARPER, Mrs. CAP-
1TO, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MARKEY,
Ms. HASSAN, and Mr. DURBIN):

S. Res. 422. A resolution designating March
2, 2018, as ‘‘Read Across America Day’’; con-
sidered and agreed to.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Ms. WARREN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
and Mr. HATCH):

S. Res. 423. A resolution designating Feb-
ruary 28, 2018, as ‘‘Rare Disease Day’’; con-
sidered and agreed to.
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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 422
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. YOUNG) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 422, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to clarify presump-
tions relating to the exposure of cer-
tain veterans who served in the vicin-
ity of the Republic of Vietnam, and for
other purposes.
S. 796
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 796, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the ex-
clusion for employer-provided edu-
cation assistance to employer pay-
ments of student loans.
S. 1539
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) and the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1539, a bill to pro-
tect victims of stalking from gun vio-
lence.
S. 1676
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1676, a bill to amend the Rural
Electrification Act of 1936 to provide
grants for access to broadband tele-
communications services in rural
areas, and for other purposes.
S. 1905
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs.
ERNST) and the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1905, a bill to increase
the number of States that may conduct
Medicaid demonstration programs to
improve access to community mental
health services.
S. 2015
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2015, a bill to clarify the status of the
North Country, Ice Age, and New Eng-
land National Scenic Trails as units of
the National Park System, and for
other purposes.
S. 2105
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator
from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2105, a bill to
modify the presumption of service con-
nection for veterans who were exposed
to herbicide agents while serving in the
Armed Forces in Thailand during the
Vietnam era, and for other purposes.
S. 2174
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2174, a bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to conduct a study on
the Veterans Crisis Line.
S. 2271
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Michigan (Mr.
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PETERS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2271, a bill to reauthorize the Museum
and Library Services Act.
S. 2284
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2284, a bill to strengthen Buy
American requirements, and for other
purposes.
S. 2334
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) and the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2334, a bill to amend
title 17, United States Code, to provide
clarity with respect to, and to mod-
ernize, the licensing system for musi-
cal works under section 115 of that
title, to ensure fairness in the estab-
lishment of certain rates and fees
under sections 114 and 115 of that title,
and for other purposes.
S. 2374
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2374, a bill to amend the Improper Pay-
ments Elimination and Recovery Im-
provement Act of 2012, including mak-
ing changes to the Do Not Pay Initia-
tive, for improved detection, preven-
tion, and recovery of improper pay-
ments to deceased individuals, and for
other purposes.
S. 2421
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2421, a bill to amend the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act of
1980 to provide an exemption from cer-
tain notice requirements and penalties
for releases of hazardous substances
from animal waste at farms.
S. 2430
At the request of Mr. COONS, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2430, a bill to provide a perma-
nent appropriation of funds for the
payment of death gratuities and re-
lated benefits for survivors of deceased
members of the uniformed services in
event of any period of lapsed appropria-
tions.
S. 2458
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2458, a bill to authorize
the Attorney General to deny the
transfer of firearms and explosives and
Federal firearms and explosives li-
censes and permits to known or sus-
pected terrorists.
S.J. RES. 54
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from Illinois
(Mr. DURBIN) and the Senator from
Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were
added as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 54, a
joint resolution to direct the removal
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of United States Armed Forces from
hostilities in the Republic of Yemen
that have not been authorized by Con-
gress.
S. RES. 377

At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Senator
from Virginia (Mr. WARNER) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 377, a resolu-
tion recognizing the importance of pay-
ing tribute to those individuals who
have faithfully served and retired from
the Armed Forces of the United States,
designating April 18, 2018, as ‘‘Military
Retiree Appreciation Day’’, and en-
couraging the people of the United
States to honor the past and continued
service of military retirees to their
local communities and the TUnited
States.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 419—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF FEB-
RUARY 26 THROUGH MARCH 4,
2018, AS “NATIONAL EATING DIS-

ORDERS AWARENESS WEEK”
AND SUPPORTING THE GOALS
AND IDEALS OF RAISING
AWARENESS AND UNDER-
STANDING OF EATING DIS-
ORDERS

Mrs. CAPITO (for herself and Ms.

BALDWIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RESs. 419

Whereas eating disorders affect 30,000,000
individuals in the United States at some
point during their lifetimes;

Whereas eating disorders are caused by a
complex interaction of genetic, biological,
social, behavioral, and psychological factors;

Whereas eating disorders include anorexia
nervosa, bulimia nervosa, binge eating dis-
order, avoidant/restrictive food intake dis-
order, and other feeding or eating disorders;

Whereas individuals with eating disorders
have some of the highest mortality rates of
all mental illnesses;

Whereas there is a high prevalence of eat-
ing disorders among members of the Armed
Forces on active duty and veterans;

Whereas many health professionals receive
limited or no formal training about eating
disorders or the identification and treatment
of eating disorders;

Whereas best practices for the treatment
of an eating disorder includes the involve-
ment of the patient, the family of the pa-
tient, and a comprehensive team of profes-
sionals such as social workers, mental health
counselors, primary care practitioners, psy-
chiatrists, psychologists, dietitians, and
other specialty providers; and

Whereas more research on eating disorders
is needed to inform evidence-based treat-
ments, promote prevention efforts, facilitate
early identification, and provide insight on
illness causation and the effects of eating
disorders on minds and bodies: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of February 26
through March 4, 2018, as ‘‘National Eating
Disorders Awareness Week’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of a na-
tional week to raise public awareness and
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understanding of eating disorders and the
millions of families in the United States af-
fected by eating disorders;

(3) recognizes the need for treatment of in-
dividuals with eating disorders;

(4) acknowledges the need for further re-
search on eating disorders; and

(5) encourages Federal, State, and local
governments, and citizens of the United
States—

(A) to support National Eating Disorders
Awareness Week through programs and ac-
tivities; and

(B) to promote public awareness of eating
disorders.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 420—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 3, 2018, AS
“WORLD WILDLIFE DAY”’

Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 420

Whereas wildlife has provided numerous
economic, environmental, social, and cul-
tural benefits during the course of human
history and wildlife conservation will secure
those gifts for future generations;

Whereas plant and animal species play an
important role in the stability of diverse
ecosystems around the world and the con-
servation of that biodiversity is critical to
maintain the delicate balance of nature and
keep complex ecosystems thriving;

Whereas observation of wild plants and
animals in their natural habitat provides in-
dividuals with a more enriching worldview
and a greater appreciation of the wonders of
the natural environment;

Whereas tens of millions of individuals in
the United States strongly support the con-
servation of wildlife, both domestically and
abroad, and wish to ensure the survival of
species in the wild, such as rhinoceroses, ti-
gers, elephants, pangolins, turtles, seahorses,
sharks, ginseng, mahogany, and cacti;

Whereas the trafficking of wildlife, includ-
ing timber and fish, comprises the fourth
largest global illegal trade after narcotics,
the counterfeiting of products and currency,
and human trafficking and has become a
major transnational organized crime with an
estimated worth of as much as $19,000,000,000
annually;

Whereas increased demand in Asia for
high-value illegal wildlife products, particu-
larly elephant ivory and rhinoceros horns,
has triggered substantial and rapid increases
in poaching of those species;

Whereas the trafficking of wildlife is a pri-
mary threat to many wildlife species, includ-
ing elephants, rhinoceroses, tigers,
pangolins, and sharks;

Whereas many different kinds of criminals,
including some terrorist entities and rogue
security personnel, often in collusion with
corrupt government officials, are involved in
wildlife poaching and the movement of ivory
and rhinoceros horns across Africa;

Whereas wildlife poaching presents signifi-
cant security and stability challenges for
military and police forces in African nations
that are often threatened by heavily armed
poachers and the criminal, extremist allies
of those poachers;

Whereas wildlife poaching negatively im-
pacts local communities that rely on natural
resources for economic development, includ-
ing through tourism;

Whereas penal and financial deterrents can
improve the ability of governments to reduce
poaching and trafficking and enhance the ca-
pabilities of those governments in managing
resources;
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Whereas assisting institutions in devel-
oping nations, including by providing mate-
rial, training, legal, and diplomatic support,
can reduce illegal wildlife trade;

Whereas wildlife provides a multitude of
benefits to all nations and wildlife crime has
wide-ranging economic, environmental, and
social impacts;

Whereas the African Elephant Status Re-
port 2016 issued by the International Union
for Conservation of Nature revealed that the
elephant population of Africa has recently
seen a dramatic decline, mainly due to
poaching during the 10 years preceding the
issuance of the report, and the continental
population is now thought to be 415,428;

Whereas the estimated African elephant
population decreased by approximately 93,000
between 2006 and 2015, despite the inclusion
of approximately 18,000 elephants that were
previously uncounted, making the actual de-
cline closer to 111,000;

Whereas, from 2007 to 2012, the number of
elephants killed in Kenya increased by more
than 800 percent, from 47 to 387 elephants
killed;

Whereas, between 2002 and 2013, as a result
of poaching, about 65 percent of the forest
elephant population was killed and that spe-
cies lost 30 percent of its geographical range;

Whereas World Wildlife Fund elephant sur-
veys conducted between 2014 and 2016 and
covering 6,000,000 hectares confirmed this
catastrophic trend, documenting losses of 66
percent of the remaining elephants between
2008 and 2016, placing forest elephants on
track for extinction in the next decade;

Whereas fewer than 50,000 wild Asian ele-
phants remain and poaching of these popu-
lations is on the rise, with an average of 1
elephant poached every week in Burma, driv-
en by demand for elephant skin products;

Whereas the number of rhinoceroses killed
by poachers in South Africa—

(1) dramatically increased from 13 in 2007
to 1,215 in 2014, an increase of more than 9,000
percent; and

(2) was 1,028 in 2017;

Whereas the 3 species of Asian rhinoceroses
also remain under constant threat of poach-
ing, with a greater 1-horned rhinoceros
poached in Kaziranga National Park in India
as recently as January 2018;

Whereas pangolins are often referred to as
the most trafficked mammal in the world;

Whereas all 8 pangolin species spanning Af-
rica and Asia are faced with extinction be-
cause pangolin scales are sought after in the
practice of traditional Chinese medicine and
pangolin meat is considered a delicacy;

Whereas approximately 100,000,000 sharks
are Killed annually, often targeted solely for
their fins, and unsustainable trade is the pri-
mary cause of serious population decline in
several shark species, including scalloped
hammerhead sharks, great hammerhead
sharks, and oceanic whitetip sharks;

Whereas the vaquita porpoise of Mexico,
with fewer than 30 individual porpoises re-
maining, is being driven to extinction
through bycatch in gillnets set for the
totoaba fish, the swim bladder of which feeds
a lucrative illegal trade through the United
States to Asia;

Whereas tiger populations have plummeted
by 95 percent over the last 100 years and Afri-
can lion populations have declined by 40 per-
cent over the last 20 years;

Whereas fewer than 4,000 tigers remain in
the wild throughout all of Asia;

Whereas there are more than 7,000 tigers in
farms in China, Laos, Thailand, and Viet-
nam, which continues to stoke demand for il-
legal tiger products and contributes to 30
percent of illegal trading with respect to
that animal;

Whereas the United States is developing
and implementing measures to address the
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criminal, financial, security, and environ-
mental aspects of wildlife trafficking;

Whereas Congress has allocated specific re-
sources to combat wildlife trafficking and
address the threats posed by poaching and
the illegal wildlife trade;

Whereas Congress recently passed the
Eliminate, Neutralize, and Disrupt Wildlife
Trafficking Act of 2016 (16 U.S.C. 7601 et seq.)
to strengthen the response of the United
States to the global wildlife trafficking cri-
sis;

Whereas, in December 2013, the United Na-
tions General Assembly proclaimed March 3
as World Wildlife Day to celebrate and raise
awareness of the wild fauna and flora around
the world;

Whereas March 3, 2018, represents the fifth
annual celebration of World Wildlife Day;

Whereas, in 2018, the theme of World Wild-
life Day is ‘Big cats: predators under
threat’’; and

Whereas, in 2018, World Wildlife Day com-
memorations will raise awareness about the
plight of big cats and galvanize support for
the many global and national actions that
are underway to save those iconic species:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 3, 2018, as
Wildlife Day’’;

(2) supports raising awareness of the bene-
fits that wildlife provides to people and the
threats facing wildlife around the world;

(3) supports escalating the fight against
wildlife crime, including wildlife trafficking;

(4) applauds the domestic and inter-
national efforts to escalate the fight against
wildlife crime;

(56) commends the efforts of the United
States to mobilize the entire Federal Gov-
ernment in a coordinated, efficient, and ef-
fective manner for dramatic progress in the
fight against wildlife crime; and

(6) encourages continued cooperation be-
tween the United States, international part-
ners, local communities, nonprofit organiza-
tions, private industry, and other partner or-
ganizations in an effort to conserve and cele-
brate wildlife, preserving this precious re-
source for future generations.

“World

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION  421—CON-
DEMNING THE HORRIFIC ATTACK
IN PARKLAND, FLORIDA, AND
EXPRESSING SUPPORT AND
PRAYERS FOR ALL THOSE IM-
PACTED BY THAT TRAGEDY

Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. NELSON,
Mr. McCCONNELL, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr.
ALEXANDER, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN,
Mr. BROWN, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANTWELL,
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER,
Mr. CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. COCHRAN,
Ms. CoOLLINS, Mr. CooNS, Mr. CORKER,
Mr. CORNYN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr.
COTTON, Mr. CrAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr.
DAINES, Mr. DONNELLY, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENZI,
Mrs. ERNST, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs.
FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. GARDNER,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. HASSAN,
Mr. HATCH, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms.
HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON,
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. JONES, Mr. KAINE,
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KING, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
LEE, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
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McCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MORAN, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. PAUL, Mr. PERDUE, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. REED, Mr.
RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
ScoTT, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms.
SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SULLIVAN,
Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
TOOMEY, Mr. UDALL, Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
Mr. WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. WYDEN, and
Mr. YOUNG) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to.:
S. REs. 421

Whereas on February 14, 2018, a mass
shooting took place at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida;

Whereas the people of the United States
mourn the 17 innocent lives that were lost at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in
this unthinkable tragedy;

Whereas the people of the United States
continue to pray for those who were wounded
in the attack and continue to recover; and

Whereas the people of the United States
are grateful for the quick action of first re-
sponders who cared for the injured: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the senseless attack at Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High School in Park-
land, Florida, that took place on Wednesday,
February 14, 2018;

(2) honors the memory of the victims that
were killed;

(3) expresses hope for a full and speedy re-
covery and pledges continued support for
people that were injured in the attack;

(4) offers heartfelt condolences and deepest
sympathies to all of the students, teachers,
administrators, and faculty of Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School, as well as
the families, friends, and loved ones affected
by the tragedy; and

(5) honors the selfless and dedicated serv-
ice of—

(A) the teachers, school administrators,
school support staff, medical professionals,
and other individuals in the Broward County
community;

(B) the emergency response teams and law
enforcement officials who responded to the
call of duty; and

(C) the law enforcement officials who con-
tinue to investigate the attack.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 422—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 2, 2018, AS “READ
ACROSS AMERICA DAY

Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. REED,
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
CARPER, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. MARKEY, Ms. HASSAN, and Mr. DUR-
BIN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to.:

S. RES. 422

Whereas reading is a basic requirement for
quality education and professional success
and a source of pleasure throughout life;

Whereas the people of the United States
must be able to read if the United States is
to remain competitive in the global econ-
omy;

Whereas Congress has placed great empha-
sis on reading intervention and providing ad-
ditional resources for reading assistance, in-
cluding through the programs authorized
under the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
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cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) and
through annual appropriations for library
and literacy programs; and

Whereas more than 50 national organiza-
tions concerned about reading and education
have joined with the National Education As-
sociation to designate March 2, the anniver-
sary of the birth of Theodor Geisel (com-
monly known as ‘“‘Dr. Seuss’), as a day to
celebrate reading: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 2, 2018, as
Across America Day’’;

(2) honors—

(A) all authors for their success in encour-
aging children to discover the joy of reading;
and

(B) the 21st anniversary of Read Across
America Day; and

(3) encourages—

(A) parents, educators, and communities to
read with children for at least 30 minutes on
Read Across America Day and promote a
love of reading and opportunities for all chil-
dren to see themselves reflected in literature
in honor of the commitment of the Senate to
building a country of readers; and

(B) the people of the United States to ob-
serve Read Across America Day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

“Read

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 423—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 28, 2018, AS
“RARE DISEASE DAY”

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Ms. WARREN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
and Mr. HATCH) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REs. 423

Whereas a rare disease or disorder is one
that affects a small number of patients,
which in the United States is considered to
be a population of less than 200,000 individ-
uals;

Whereas, as of February 2018, nearly 7,000
rare diseases affect approximately 30,000,000
people in the United States and their fami-
lies;

Whereas children with rare diseases ac-
count for about half of the population af-
fected by rare diseases in the United States;

Whereas many rare diseases are serious
and life-threatening and lack effective treat-
ments;

Whereas, as a result of the Orphan Drug
Act (Public Law 97-414; 96 Stat. 2049), impor-
tant advances have been made in the re-
search and treatment of rare diseases;

Whereas the Food and Drug Administra-
tion has made great strides in gathering pa-
tient perspectives to inform the drug review
process as part of the Patient-Focused Drug
Development program, an initiative that
originated under the Food and Drug Admin-
istration Safety and Innovation Act (Public
Law 112-144; 126 Stat. 993);

Whereas, although more than 600 drugs and
biological products have been approved by
the Food and Drug Administration for the
treatment of rare diseases, millions of people
in the United States have a rare disease for
which there is no approved treatment;

Whereas lack of access to effective treat-
ments and difficulty in obtaining reimburse-
ment for life-altering, and even life-saving,
treatments still remain significant chal-
lenges for people with rare diseases and their
families;

Whereas rare diseases and conditions in-
clude aplastic anemia, porphyria, spina
bifida, stiff person syndrome, Gaucher dis-
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ease, diffuse pulmonary lymphangiomatosis,

adrenoleukodystrophy, Noonan syndrome,
Rett syndrome, Moebius syndrome,
Castleman Disease, epidermolytic

ichthyosis, and short bowel syndrome;

Whereas people with rare diseases experi-
ence challenges that include—

(1) difficulty in obtaining an accurate diag-
nosis;

(2) limited treatment options; and

(3) difficulty finding physicians or treat-
ment centers with expertise in rare diseases;

Whereas the rare disease community
gained important new tools during the 115th
Congress with the enactment of the FDA Re-
authorization Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-52;
131 Stat. 1005), which—

(1) advanced and facilitated the develop-
ment and timely approval of drugs and bio-
logics for rare diseases, including diseases af-
fecting children;

(2) reauthorized user fees to help deliver
safe and effective treatments to individuals
with rare diseases;

(3) supported the utilization of real-world
evidence;

(4) supported patient-focused drug develop-
ment; and

(5) supported the National Evaluation Sys-
tem for Health Technology;

Whereas both the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the National Institutes of Health
have established special offices to support
and facilitate rare disease research and
treatments;

Whereas the National Organization for
Rare Disorders (referred to as ‘“NORD” in
this preamble), a nonprofit organization es-
tablished in 1983 to provide services to and
advocate on behalf of patients with rare dis-
eases, remains a critical public voice for peo-
ple with rare diseases;

Whereas 2018 marks the 35th anniversary of
the enactment of the Orphan Drug Act and
the establishment of NORD;

Whereas NORD sponsors Rare Disease Day
in the United States and partners with many
other major rare disease organizations to in-
crease public awareness of rare diseases;

Whereas Rare Disease Day is observed each
year on the last day of February;

Whereas Rare Disease Day is a global event
that was first observed in the United States
on February 28, 2009, and observed in more
than 94 countries in 2017; and

Whereas Rare Disease Day is expected to
be observed globally for years to come, pro-
viding hope and information for rare disease
patients around the world: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates February 28, 2018, as ‘‘Rare
Disease Day’’;

(2) recognizes the importance of improving
awareness and encouraging accurate and
early diagnosis of rare diseases and dis-
orders; and

(3) supports a national and global commit-
ment to improving access to and developing
new treatments, diagnostics, and cures for
rare diseases and disorders.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I have 11
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:
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COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, March 1,
2018, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing
on the following nominations: Lieuten-
ant General Paul M. Nakasone, USA,
to be general and Director, National
Security Agency/Chief, Central Secu-
rity Service/Commander, United States
Cyber Command, Department of De-
fense, and Brent K. Park, of Tennessee,
to be Deputy Administrator for De-
fense Nuclear Nonproliferation, Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administra-
tion, and Anne Marie White, of Michi-
gan, to be an Assistant Secretary (En-
vironmental Management), both of the
Department of Energy.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, March 1, 2018, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The
Semiannual monetary policy report to
the Congress.”

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 1, 2018, at
10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘“‘Implementation of Positive Train
Control.”

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, March 1, 2018, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, March 1, 2018, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘“The Ad-
ministration’s Framework for Rebuild-
ing Infrastructure in America.”

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, March
1, 2018, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing
on the following nominations: Robert
Frank Pence, of Virginia, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Finland, and
Trevor D. Traina, of California, to be
Ambassador to the Republic of Austria,
both of the Department of State, and
Judy Lynn Shelton, of Virginia, to be
United States Director of the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, HEdu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 1, 2018, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on the
following nomination: John F. Ring, of
the District of Columbia, to be a Mem-
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ber of the National Labor Relations
Board.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, March 1,
2018, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
the following nominations: Joel M.
Carson III, of New Mexico, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Tenth Cir-
cuit, Colm F. Connolly, and Maryellen
Noreika, both to be a United States
District Judge for the District of Dela-
ware, William F. Jung, to be United
States District Judge for the Middle
District of Florida, Ryan T. Holte, of
Ohio, to be a Judge of the United
States Court of Federal Claims, Jona-
than F. Mitchell, of Washington, to be
Chairman of the Administrative Con-
ference of the United States, and Billy
J. Williams, to be United States Attor-
ney for the District of Oregon, Mark S.
James, to be United States Marshal for
the Western District of Missouri, Dan-
iel C. Mosteller, to be United States
Marshal for the District of South Da-
kota, and Jesse Seroyer, Jr., to be
United States Marshal for the Middle
District of Alabama, all of the Depart-
ment of Justice.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
March 1, 2018, at 2 p.m., to conduct a
closed business meeting followed by a
closed briefing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, March 1, 2018, at 2 p.m., to
conduct a closed briefing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON REGULATORY AFFAIRS AND

FEDERAL MANAGEMENT

The Subcommittee on Regulatory Af-
fairs and Federal Management of the
Committee Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, March 1, 2018 at 10 a.m. to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Examining
Federal Managers’ Roles in Hiring.”

———

RURAL WIRELESS ACCESS ACT OF
2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 305, S. 1621.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (8. 1621) to require the Federal Com-
munications Commission to establish a
methodology for the collection by the Com-
mission of information about commercial
mobile service and commercial mobile data
service, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1621) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 1621

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rural Wire-
less Access Act of 2017,

SEC. 2. METHODOLOGY FOR COLLECTION OF MO-
BILE SERVICE COVERAGE DATA.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘commercial mobile data serv-
ice”” has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 6001 of the Middle Class Tax Relief and
Job Creation Act of 2012 (47 U.S.C. 1401);

(2) the term ‘‘commercial mobile service”’
has the meaning given the term in section
332(d) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47
U.S.C. 332(d));

(3) the term ‘‘Commission’ means the Fed-
eral Communications Commission;

(4) the term ‘‘coverage data’ means, if
commercial mobile service or commercial
mobile data service is available, information
about the service, which may include avail-
able speed tiers and performance character-
istics; and

(5) the term ‘‘Universal Service program’’
means the universal service support mecha-
nisms established under section 254 of the
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 254)
and the regulations issued under that sec-
tion.

(b) METHODOLOGY ESTABLISHED.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Commission shall promul-
gate regulations to establish a methodology
that shall apply to the collection of coverage
data by the Commission for the purposes of—

(1) the Universal Service program; or

(2) any other similar program.

(c) REQUIREMENTS.—The methodology es-
tablished under subsection (b) shall—

(1) contain standard definitions for dif-
ferent speed tiers, such as the 2G, 3G, 4G, and
4G LTE tiers;

(2) ensure that coverage data is collected
in a consistent and robust way;

(3) improve the validity and reliability of
coverage data; and

(4) increase the efficiency of coverage data
collection.

———

PROVIDING FOR A CONSISTENT
ELIGIBILITY DATE FOR PROVI-
SION OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS MEMORIAL
HEADSTONES AND MARKERS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
H.R. 3656 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

A bill (H.R. 3656) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for a consistent eligi-
bility date for provision of Department of
Veterans Affairs memorial headstones and
markers for eligible spouses and dependent
children of veterans whose remains are un-
available.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.
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Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3656) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

——

PROVIDING CERTAIN BURIAL BEN-
EFITS FOR SPOUSES AND CHIL-
DREN OF VETERANS WHO ARE
BURIED IN TRIBAL CEMETERIES

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 2248 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

A Dbill (S. 2248) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to provide certain burial
benefits for spouses and children of veterans
who are buried in tribal cemeteries, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2248) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2248

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ELIGIBILITY OF SPOUSES AND CHIL-
DREN OF VETERANS BURIED IN
TRIBAL CEMETERIES FOR CERTAIN
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS BURIAL BENEFITS.

Section 2306 of title 38, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(4), by inserting ‘‘or a
veterans’ cemetery owned by a tribal organi-
zation or on land owned by or held in trust
for a tribal organization’ after ‘‘State’’;

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by inserting ‘‘, a
veterans’ cemetery of a tribal organization
or on land owned by or held in trust for a
tribal organization” after ‘“owned by a
State’’;

(3) in subsection (f)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively;

(B) by striking ‘“The Secretary” and in-
serting ‘(1) The Secretary’’;

(C) by striking ‘‘a national cemetery or in
a veterans cemetery of a State or tribal or-
ganization for which the Department has
provided a grant under section 2408 of this
title” and inserting ‘‘a covered cemetery’’;
and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) The term ‘covered cemetery’ means
any of the following:

“(A) A national cemetery.

‘“(B) A veterans’ cemetery of a State for
which the Department has provided a grant
under section 2408 of this title.
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‘“(C) A veterans’ cemetery of a tribal orga-
nization or on land owned by or held in trust
for a tribal organization for which the De-
partment has provided a grant under sub-
section (f) of such section.”’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘(i) In this section, the term ‘tribal organi-
zation’ has the meaning given such term in
section 3765 of this title.”.

———

VETERANS CEMETERY BENEFIT
CORRECTION ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 2372 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

A Dbill (S. 2372) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide outer burial recep-
tacles for remains buried in National Parks,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2372) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2372

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans
Cemetery Benefit Correction Act’.

SEC. 2. PROVISION OF OUTER BURIAL RECEP-
TACLES FOR REMAINS BURIED IN
NATIONAL PARKS.

Section 2306(e) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘(A)” before ‘“‘The Sec-
retary of Veterans’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), as designated by
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, by strik-
ing ‘““The Secretary of the Army’’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘“(B) The Secretary of the Army’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(C) The Secretary of the Interior shall
provide an outer burial receptacle for each
such a grave in an open national cemetery
administered by the National Park Serv-
ice.”;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘or in the Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery’’ and inserting ‘¢, in the Ar-
lington National Cemetery, or in a national
cemetery administered by the National Park
Service’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘or Secretary of the Army”’
and inserting ‘‘, the Secretary of the Army,
or the Secretary of the Interior’’;

(3) in paragraph (3)(B)(ii), by striking ‘‘or,
with respect to Arlington National Ceme-
tery, the Secretary of the Army’’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘or the Secretary of the Army with re-
spect to Arlington National Cemetery or the
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Secretary of the Interior with respect to a
national cemetery administered by the Na-
tional Park Service’’; and

(4) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘or, with
respect to Arlington National Cemetery, the
Secretary of the Army’’ and inserting ‘‘or
the Secretary of the Army with respect to
Arlington National Cemetery or the Sec-
retary of the Interior with respect to a na-
tional cemetery administered by the Na-
tional Park Service”.

————
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 419, S. Res. 420, S. Res.
421, S. Res. 422, and S. Res. 423.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
know of no further debate on the reso-
lutions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there
is no further debate, the question is on
agreeing to the resolutions en bloc.

The resolutions were agreed to.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the pre-
ambles be agreed to and the motions to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

———

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, MARCH 5,
2018

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 3 p.m., Monday, March 5;
further, that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed. Finally, I ask that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Scholer nomination under
the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
MARCH 5, 2018, AT 3 P.M.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 4:58 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
March 5, 2018, at 3 p.m.

——————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
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UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION

HENRY E. HUDSON, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION FOR A
TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 31, 2021, VICE DABNEY
LANGHORNE FRIEDRICH, TERM EXPIRED.

WILLIAM GRAHAM OTIS, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION
FOR A TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 31, 2021, VICE PATTI B.
SARIS, TERM EXPIRED.

WILLIAM H. PRYOR, JR., OF ALABAMA, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION
FOR A TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 31, 2023. (REAPPOINT-
MENT)

WILLIAM H. PRYOR, JR., OF ALABAMA, TO BE CHAIR OF
THE UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION, VICE
PATTI B. SARIS.

LUIS FELIPE RESTREPO, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE A
MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMIS-
SION FOR A TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 31, 2019, VICE
KETANJI BROWN JACKSON, TERM EXPIRED.

DISCHARGED NOMINATION

The Senate Committee on Armed
Services was discharged from further
consideration of the following nomina-
tion pursuant to the order of 06/28/1990
and the nomination was placed on the
Executive Calendar:

*ANNE MARIE WHITE, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF ENERGY (ENVIRONMENTAL MAN-
AGEMENT).

*Nominee has committed to respond
to requests to appear and testify before
any duly constituted committee of the
Senate.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate March 1, 2018:

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

GREGORY DOUD, OF KANSAS, TO BE CHIEF AGRICUL-
TURAL NEGOTIATOR, OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE, WITH THE RANK OF AMBAS-
SADOR.

UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE
COMMISSION

JASON KEARNS, OF COLORADO, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMIS-
SION FOR THE TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 16, 2024.

THE JUDICIARY

A. MARVIN QUATTLEBAUM, JR., OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DIS-
TRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

DENNIS SHEA, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A DEPUTY UNITED
STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE (GENEVA OFFICE),
WITH THE RANK OF AMBASSADOR.

C. J. MAHONEY, OF KANSAS, TO BE A DEPUTY UNITED
STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE (INVESTMENT, SERV-
ICES, LABOR, ENVIRONMENT, AFRICA, CHINA, AND THE
WESTERN HEMISPHERE), WITH THE RANK OF AMBAS-
SADOR.

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be brigadier general

COL. LEE H. HARVIS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED AIR NATIONAL GUARD OF THE
UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE
RESERVE OF THE AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12212:

To be brigadier general

COL. MICHAEL L. AHMANN
COL. PETER G. BAILEY

COL. MALINDA M. BEGGS

COL. ERIC L. BRATU

COL. BENJAMIN M. CASON

COL. MARK A. CHIDLEY

COL. TROY T. DANIELS

COL. NICHOLAS A. GENTILE, JR.
COL. THOMAS F. GRABOWSKI
COL. ANDREW W. LOVE

COL. RICHARD R. NEELY

COL. RUSSELL L. PONDER

COL. DONNA M. PRIGMORE
COL. ROBERT D. REYNER

COL. JAMES A. ROBERTS

COL. RAYMOND S. ROBINSON IV
COL. JAMES P. RYAN

COL. DARRIN E. SLATEN

COL. CHRISTOPHER L. SMITH
COL. JEFFREY S. SMITH
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COL. JUSTIN B. SMITH

COL. MARK A. WEBER

COL. JEFFREY L. WILKINSON
COL. JOHN P. YORK

THE FOLLOWING NAMED AIR NATIONAL GUARD OF THE
UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE
RESERVE OF THE AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12212:

To be brigadier general

COL. CHRISTOPHER R. ALDERDICE
COL. ROBERT S. GRANT

COL. PAUL N. LOISELLE

COL. WAYNE M. MCCAUGHEY

COL. DAVID J. MOUNKES

IN THE MARINE CORPS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE TO THE
GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be brigadier general

COL. TIMOTHY L. ADAMS
COL. MARK A. HASHIMOTO
COL. KARL D. PIERSON

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be major general

BRIG. GEN. JOHN J. DEGOES
BRIG. GEN. ROBERT I. MILLER
BRIG. GEN. LEE E. PAYNE

IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN
THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211:

To be major general
BRIG. GEN. JEFFREY P. KRAMER
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be vice admiral

REAR ADM. (LH) GORDON D. PETERS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be vice admiral
REAR ADM. BRIAN B. BROWN
IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be brigadier general
COL. JOHN J. ALLEN
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be brigadier general
COL. TODD M. LAZAROSKI
IN THE AIR FORCE

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH PAUL OBI
AMALIRI AND ENDING WITH MEOSHIA A. WILSON, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER
14, 2017.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH CARL P.
BHEND AND ENDING WITH CHRISTOPHER M. WOLBERT,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
JANUARY 19, 2018.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH STEVEN J.
ACEVEDO AND ENDING WITH HEATHER C. YUN, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JANUARY
19, 2018.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH NATALIYA
A. ABLES AND ENDING WITH MICHELLE L. ZIELINSKI,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
JANUARY 19, 2018.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH GEORGE Z.
ABERTH AND ENDING WITH VERANIKA ZAKHARYEVA,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
JANUARY 19, 2018.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH KEVIN D.
ALFORD AND ENDING WITH WINNIFRED M. WONG, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JANUARY
19, 2018.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ANN E.
ALEXANDER AND ENDING WITH PATRICK B. PARSONS,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
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AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
JANUARY 19, 2018.

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF DAVID J. CASWELL, TO BE
COLONEL.

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF BRUCE P. HESELTINE, JR.,
TO BE COLONEL.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MICHAEL T.
CAIN AND ENDING WITH ILDA Y. ISAZA, WHICH NOMINA-
TIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED
IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON FEBRUARY 5, 2018.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH KERRY L.
HIRZEL AND ENDING WITH JOSHUA S. TRICE, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON FEBRUARY
5, 2018.

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF MIGUEL J. MORALES, TO
BE MAJOR.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JULIE A.
BOWMAN AND ENDING WITH LARRIN S. WAMPLER, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON FEBRUARY
5, 2018.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MARC M.
ADAIR AND ENDING WITH JESSE B. ZYDALLIS, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON FEBRUARY
8, 2018.

IN THE ARMY

ARMY NOMINATION OF DEVRY C. ANDERSON, TO BE
COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ANDREW A.
ARNDT AND ENDING WITH D013347, WHICH NOMINATIONS
WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JANUARY 19, 2018.

ARMY NOMINATION OF TYLER M. ABERCROMBIE, TO BE
LIEUTENANT COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF RANDOLPH S. CARPENTER, TO
BE LIEUTENANT COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF ANGEL SOTO, TO BE MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MATTHEW C.
DAWSON AND ENDING WITH LEE C. NOVY, WHICH NOMI-
NATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JANUARY
19, 2018.

ARMY NOMINATION OF THOMAS A. SUMMERS, TO BE
LIEUTENANT COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF CHRISTINA M. BUCHNER, TO BE
LIEUTENANT COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF MARCIA L. LEWIS, TO BE COLO-
NEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF JACK E. SHIELDS III, TO BE
COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF JERZY M. MATYSZCZUK, TO BE
LIEUTENANT COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ALECIA D.
BIDDISON AND ENDING WITH ROGER R. WOLD, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON FEBRUARY
5, 2018.

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JOSEPH W.
BISHOP AND ENDING WITH ROBERT T. UTLAUT, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON FEBRUARY

5, 2018.

ARMY NOMINATION OF JENNIFER L. WHITE, TO BE
MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATION OF PATRICK E. MATHER, TO BE
MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH LUIS G. FUCHU
AND ENDING WITH DEXTER C. NUNNALLY, WHICH NOMI-
NATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON FEBRUARY
5, 2018.

ARMY NOMINATION OF OLIVIA H. IVEY, TO BE MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATION OF HAN S. KIM, TO BE MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATION OF JOHN E. RICHARDSON, TO BE
COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF PAUL A. WHITE, TO BE LIEU-
TENANT COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ROBERT T. CAR-
TER, JR. AND ENDING WITH CHARLES A. PHILLIPS,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
FEBRUARY 5, 2018.

ARMY NOMINATION OF KYLE R. STIEFEL, TO BE LIEU-
TENANT COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF ADAM C. MILLER, TO BE COLO-
NEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF MATHEW M. CONDRY, TO BE
COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH DAVID A.
AMAMOO AND ENDING WITH D013799, WHICH NOMINA-
TIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED
IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON FEBRUARY 8, 2018.

ARMY NOMINATION OF JASON B. YENRICK, TO BE LIEU-
TENANT COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF DAVID R. ADDAMS, TO BE
MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATION OF PANKAJ A. KSHEERSAGAR, TO
BE MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATION OF MICHAEL P. SARGENT, TO BE
MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATION OF NICHOLAS E. HURD, TO BE
MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATION OF MICHAEL C. AGBAY, TO BE
MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATION OF JAY A. IANNACITO, TO BE COLO-
NEL.

IN THE MARINE CORPS

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF LONNIE M. MCGHEE,
JR., TO BE LIEUTENANT COLONEL.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MI-
CHAEL E. FEUQUAY AND ENDING WITH HEATH BE.
RUPPERT, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE
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SENATE AND APPEARED
RECORD ON FEBRUARY 5, 2018.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH SHAWN
P. CHABOT AND ENDING WITH RICARDO B. RIVERA,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
FEBRUARY 8, 2018.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH
ENRIQUE LUZ, JR. AND ENDING WITH JEREMY J.
WILLOUGHBY, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY
THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD ON FEBRUARY 8, 2018.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JEF-
FREY A. BRYANT AND ENDING WITH JOE A. SAENZ,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
FEBRUARY 8, 2018.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH AN-
DREW E. CHEATUM AND ENDING WITH JOSEPH M. DAVID,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
FEBRUARY 8, 2018.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH BRIAN
K. EVANS AND ENDING WITH JEREMY F. ORTIZ, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-

IN THE CONGRESSIONAL
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PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON FEBRUARY
8, 2018.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH DAN-
IEL H. FLICK AND ENDING WITH JESSE C. TALLMAN,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
FEBRUARY 8, 2018.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH EZRA
H. BARDO AND ENDING WITH MICHAEL C. MEDLEY,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
FEBRUARY 8, 2018.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MAT-
THEW C. PAMPUSH AND ENDING WITH STEPHEN T. SUT-
TON, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SEN-
ATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
ON FEBRUARY 8, 2018.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ODIN
PINEDA AND ENDING WITH JAMES M. ROD, WHICH NOMI-
NATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON FEBRUARY
8, 2018.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH NAT-
ALIE E. MOORE AND ENDING WITH BROOKE J. SPEERS,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
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AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
FEBRUARY 13, 2018.

IN THE NAVY

NAVY NOMINATION OF HENRY J. KENNEDY, TO BE
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER.

NAVY NOMINATION OF JOHN A. MILLS, TO BE CAPTAIN.

NAVY NOMINATION OF ERIC C. CORRELL, TO BE CAP-
TAIN.

NAVY NOMINATION OF JAMAL L. HEADEN, TO BE LIEU-
TENANT COMMANDER.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH PATRICK P.
ARRIGO AND ENDING WITH OLIVER C. ZUFELT, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON FEBRUARY
5, 2018.

NAVY NOMINATION OF JESSICA M. FERRARO, TO BE
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER.

NAVY NOMINATION OF VIJAY M. RAVINDRA, TO BE
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER.

NAVY NOMINATION OF ELISABETH S. STEPHENS, TO BE
CAPTAIN.
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REMEMBERING MS. JO ANN FLIRT
HON. BRADLEY BYRNE

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to re-
member the life and legacy of Ms. Jo Ann
Flirt. Jo Ann was a vibrant member of the Mo-
bile community. To me, Jo Ann was a dear
and trusted friend.

Jo Ann attended both undergraduate and
graduate school at the University of Alabama,
where she went on to teach journalism and
public relations. Upon returning to Mobile, she
was a founding member and former president
of the Press Club of Mobile and a founding
member of the Mississippi-Alabama chapter of
the Public Relations Society of Alabama.

Jo Ann was known for her immeasurable
work ethic. She started two businesses in Mo-
bile, the Public Relations Counsel Inc., an ad-
vertising and public relations firm, and the Mo-
bile Record, a daily legal publication with real
estate and other civil business news. She also
founded a group called Alabamians Behind
Local Education with the purpose of peacefully
integrating schools in Alabama.

Jo Ann was also a passionate advocate and
champion for historic Blakeley State Park,
where she served as director for almost fifteen
years. It would not be a surprise to see Jo
Ann out working on various projects at
Blakeley, in addition to her administrative
tasks. As a true testament to her character, Jo
Ann was regularly called upon to serve in her
community and was well known for her deter-
mined, caring spirit.

Sadly, Jo Ann passed away on February 2,
2018 at the age of 85. So, to her family and
friends who will miss her dearly, | want to ex-
tend my deepest sympathies and condo-
lences. May they take comfort in the warm
memories of Jo Ann and the lasting impact
she had on so many.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, February 26 and Tuesday, February
27, 2018, | was not present for recorded
votes. | would have voted:

“YES” on roll call vote No. 81 (on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 1222,
as amended),

“YES” on roll call vote No. 82 (on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 2422,
as amended),

“NO” on roll call vote No. 83 (on the motion
to table the appeal of the ruling of the chair),

“NO” on roll call vote No. 84 (on ordering
the previous question on H. Res. 748),

“NO” on roll call vote No. 85 (on agreeing
to the resolution H. Res. 748),

“NO” on roll call vote No. 86 (on ordering
the previous question on H. Res. 747),

“NO” on roll call vote No. 87 (on agreeing
to the resolution H. Res. 747),

“YES” on roll call vote No. 88 (on the mo-
tion to recommit H.R. 4296, with instructions),

“NO” on roll call vote No. 89 (on passage
of H.R. 4296),

“NO” on roll call vote No. 90 (on agreeing
to the Walters Amendment to H.R. 1865), and

“NO” on roll call vote No. 91 (on passage
of H.R. 1865).

BILL LOPER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of my close friend Bill
Loper. My brother, sister and | grew up in one
of the best neighborhoods a kid could ever
grow up in. As youngsters we roamed from
one house to another. No matter where we
were, we knew we were under the watchful
eyes of parents and adults who treated us like
their own—the Wehdes, the Driftmiers, the
Fisks, and especially, the Lopers. So, as |
write this recognition and celebration of Bill's
life, 1 cannot do it in isolation and think of
Annie and the other families and my own mom
and dad.

As close as we were to all of our neighbors,
Bill and Annie and my mom and dad had
something special. They all met at the Univer-
sity of Colorado just after WWII, and from that
time on were the best of friends and partners.
This was due, in no small part, to the kindred
spirit that Bill and my dad shared and still
share even with Bill’s passing.

Dad and Bill were native Coloradans, Bill
from Olathe and Dad from Denver. Bill fol-
lowed in his big brother Bob’s footsteps when
he enrolled at CU after serving a hitch in the
Navy at the end of WWII. My dad followed in
his big brother Jack’s footsteps, when he en-
rolled at Boulder. Both studied liberal arts,
Dad—Political Science and Bill—Economics.
They were friends, classmates and room-
mates. Both enjoyed politics and were left in
their leanings. They were pretty rebellious too
and despite Joe McCarthy’s “Red Scare” of
the late 40’s and early 50’s, they named their
intramural softball team “The Social Science
Reds.” Bill excelled at everything while at CU,
except spelling. According to my dad, Bill's
friends had to help him correct his term pa-
pers so he could graduate.

After graduation, Bill announced he was
moving to Alaska to find his fame and fortune,
and follow his brother who had moved up to
the Northwest. Apparently he didn’t find fame
or fortune and wasn’'t too enamored with his
brother, because he returned to Colorado
shortly thereafter.

My dad, grandfather, Uncles Mike and Jack,
and Aunt Ann knew Bill could build or fix just

about anything and that whatever he worked
at or worked on he would master. So, upon
returning from Alaska, he joined them in busi-
ness at Perlmutter & Sons Construction and
Prestressed Concrete/Stanly Structures where
he was the head of operations. As the head
of operations, Bill learned and mastered new
products and construction techniques for the
next 50 years or so.

Bill, together with the others, helped build
much of the West, whether it was roads,
bridges, apartments, hotels, offices, ware-
houses or shopping centers. If there was a
construction problem, Bill was the trouble
shooter to figure out what went wrong and
how to fix it. Bill helped build much of Vail and
the Gore Valley, and even the precursor to the
building hosting Bill’'s memorial, the Tivoli. He
was also a risk taker, helping to stake and
support young entrepreneurial developers and
owners like Bob Lazier, the owner and propri-
etor of the Tivoli. Besides the Precast/
Prestressed Concrete Business, Bill also
headed up the Air Structure business which
built big air bubble structures to cover virtually
anything from tennis courts to football fields.
He founded Cygnus with his friend and fishing
buddy, Tom Obermeyer, which made the pre-
cast facia and cladding for buildings all over
the country.

But of greater importance to me, Cassie and
Joe, was the way that Bill and Annie treated
us, whether it was barbecues in their backyard
on Upham Court (where the hamburgers were
a little too rare) to badminton, or pool, or ten-
nis or going to football games, or of course,
skiing. We all spent countless hours together
learning and playing and enjoying each other’s
company. One time, Bill agreed to teach me
how to drive a stick shift over Loveland Pass
just after | got my learner's permit. It was
snowing and icy and | remember how scared
| was; he must have been petrified, but he
never showed it.

Annie taught all of us, including my mom
and dad, how to ski. When Annie was teach-
ing a class, Bill was always with us and his
kids on the slopes. It didn’t matter whether it
was at Eldora, Winter Park, or Vail. We spent
many nights and weekends bunking in the
Loper's cabin in Fraser or their condo at the
Villa Cortina in Vail.

Bill loved his sports, especially tennis, ski-
ing, and squash. At one time he was one of
the best squash players in Denver and was a
regular at the downtown YMCA. He loved
Bronco football and attended many games
with Jerry Shpall and other Bronco fanatics.

Whatever Bill did, he did it to his best ability.
One of the things he did best was to encour-
age people. He loved his children and grand-
children and encouraged them in every way
possible. That encouragement and support led
Amy, Steve, and Ted to take risks and accom-
plish things that most people fear to under-
take, whether it's starting a business, moving
overseas or telemarking down the Minturn
Mile.

Bill loved politics. He and my dad were
Democratic precinct committeemen in Wheat

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.




E244

Ridge and had all of us kids out walking pre-
cincts for our local candidates at a very early
age. Bill participated in so many civic and
charitable organizations that are too numerous
to list. But suffice it to say, local PTA’s, animal
protection organizations, rotaries and industry
groups benefitted from his leadership.

Bill had a wry sense of humor and could
find something funny in just about everything
and every situation (with the possible excep-
tion of the Trump Administration). He had
many sayings but one that stands out for me
is, “If you do somebody a favor, you can be
sure they will remember it . . . the next time
they need another favor.” Despite the sardonic
humor, you can bet that Bill did favors for just
about everyone, whether it was teaching
somebody like me to drive over an icy pass or
helping a young ski bum build his first hotel.

| talked to Annie and Bill a couple of weeks
before Bill passed away. As always, they both
expressed interest in how | was doing, what it
was like these days with Donald Trump in of-
fice and how my family was doing. Bill contin-
ued to encourage me to do my best for my
constituents, no matter their means, and make
sure that they had a voice in Washington. Bill
was always concerned about the success of
the little guy or the hardworking family down
the street.

Bill was one of the nicest, smartest, most
generous men I've ever known. In that regard,
he and my dad were not only kindred spirits,
but twin brothers. Bill was like a second dad
to me, Cassie, and Joe, and he will be sorely
missed. As my dad so succinctly put it, “Bill
worked hard. He played hard. And he kept
faith with himself.” Bill lived a good life and
was loved by anybody and everybody who
knew him.

HONORING MR. MICHAEL MILONE

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor my friend Michael Milone
and recognize his longtime service as Chesh-
ire Town Manager. Michael will retire this com-
ing June, and the Cheshire Chamber of Com-
merce is honoring Michael at its awards dinner
in my hometown of Cheshire, Connecticut for
his service to our community over the past
three decades.

A longtime Cheshire resident and public
servant, Michael joined the town’s government
finance department thirty years ago, and his
expertise in financial management has proven
invaluable to our town and its elected leaders.
He stepped up to become Town Manager al-
most twenty years ago, and his long-term vi-
sion has supported Cheshire’s success and
ability to embrace the future. As a Town
Councilor myself from 2005 to 2008, | had the
pleasure of working closely with Michael, and
| can testify to his dedication to the public,
commitment to fiscal prudence, and knack for
solving problems creatively.

Michael’s leadership and accomplishments
have not gone unnoticed in Cheshire—or out-
side our town. Money Magazine and Con-
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necticut Magazine regularly laud Cheshire as
one of America’s best small towns. Although
our state has faced its share of economic
challenges, under Michael's commitment to
fiscal responsibility, Cheshire has maintained
a top credit rating from national rating agen-
cies. Michael has also shared his time and ex-
pertise with the next generation of leaders as
a lecturer at the University of New Haven. Mi-
chael's legacy for our town will live on well
after his retirement, and his commitment to re-
sponsible leadership sets a tremendous exam-
ple for our town’s—not to mention our state’s
and country’s—future leaders.

Mr. Speaker, Michael Milone has exempli-
fied the best of what public servants bring to
their roles. It is fitting and proper that we
honor Michael here today, and | consider my-
self lucky to count Michael as a friend and
mentor.

————

RECOGNIZING THE PUBLIC
SERVICE OF RON CARSON

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | am
honored to rise, on behalf of Congressman
MORGAN GRIFFITH and myself, to recognize the
achievements of Ron Carson who has made
the plight of tens of thousands of disabled coal
miners a central part of his life’s work.
Through his decades of work directing three
black lung clinics in Southwest Virginia, and
tireless advocacy efforts across the coal fields
of this country, he offered help and hope to
miners whose lungs were irreversibly scarred
with the scourge of black lung disease.

Ron was born in Pennington Gap, Virginia
during segregation. He attended a one-room
primary school on land that his great-great-
grandmother, Rachael Scott, had donated in
1939 for education of black children in Lee
County. Ron and his wife Jill, a Member of the
Town Council in Pennington Gap, founded the
Appalachian African American Cultural Center
in that same brick school house, which now
preserves the life stories, history, heritage, cul-
ture and events of African Americans in
Southwest Virginia. Although segregated in
housing and schools, African Americans found
a measure of inclusion in Central Appalachia,
where they were able to work free from the
harsh conditions in the Deep South, and many
received equal pay for their work mining coal.

Ron worked for Westmoreland Coal Co. in
Appalachia, Virginia as did his stepfather. His
grandfather and great-grandfather both worked
for many years for Blue Diamond Coal in
Bonny Blue, Virginia. Ron later attended the
Massachusetts School of Pharmacy, and in
1990 returned as an outreach worker in the
black lung clinic operating out of the St.
Charles Community Health Clinic. For the past
20 years he has served as the director of
three black lung clinics which are now part of
Stone Mountain Health Services. In addition to
helping miners secure diagnostic tests, treat-
ment and benefits counseling, Ron led an ef-
fort to develop what is now the largest pro-
gram for non-lawyers to successfully advocate
for black lung benefits before the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor.
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There are very few attorneys who represent
miners filing claims for black lung benefits.
And, coal miners proceeding pro se are no
match for the expert legal and medical re-
sources that coal companies and insurers
dedicate to each case. Ron and his team have
worked to fill this void by providing training for
clinics, doctors, lawyers and lay representa-
tives in all 15 coal producing states. The lay
advocates working for the Stone Mountain
clinics have helped miners win over 2,000
black lung claims in the past 17 years.

In recent years, Ron documented how min-
ers with progressive massive fibrosis (PMF),
the most advanced form of black lung disease,
have flooded the clinics in southwestern Vir-
ginia. Working with the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), he
recently co-authored an article in the Journal
of the American Medical Association which
verified an epidemic of this lethal form of the
disease in Central Appalachia and helped to
elevate national awareness. “Mining disasters
get monuments, meanwhile black lung deaths
get tombstones. And I've seen many a tomb-
stone in the last 28 years from black lung,” he
noted.

At a roundtable Ron organized in Wise, Vir-
ginia, disabled miners, physicians and lawyers
explained how the current black lung adjudica-
tion process keeps justice out of reach for far
too many deserving miners and survivors.

Ron Carson has been accessible to Mem-
bers of Congress and provided wise counsel,
as well as compassionate and enduring serv-
ice to his community. He has been recognized
by the United Mine Workers of America
(UMWA) and his peers in the black lung com-
munity. On behalf of our colleagues in the
House of Representatives, Congressman
GRIFFITH and | extend our appreciation for
Ron’s service to those in need.

TRIBUTE TO ISABEL LATHRUM

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Isabel
Lathrum of Winterset, lowa, on the very spe-
cial occasion of her 102nd birthday on Feb-
ruary 26, 2018.

Our world has changed a great deal during
the course of Isabel’s life. Since her birth, we
have revolutionized air travel and walked on
the moon. We have invented the television,
cellular phones, and the internet. We have
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall
of Soviet communism, and witnessed the birth
of new democracies. Isabel has lived through
nineteen United States Presidents and twenty-
four Governors of lowa. In her lifetime, the
population of the United States has more than
tripled.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to represent Isa-
bel in the United States Congress and I'm
proud to recognize her today on this momen-
tous occasion. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating her and in wishing her
nothing but continued happiness.
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HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud McLane for
receiving the 2018 Commerce City Business
on the Move Award.

The Business on the Move Award recog-
nizes businesses bringing new employment,
growth in sales, or new capital investment to
Commerce City. McLane started as a small re-
tail grocer in 1894 and grew to a leading gro-
cery, wholesaler and distributer in the 1970s
and 1980s and to a worldwide logistics power-
house in the 1990s. Today it is a global
wholesale distributer of 35,000 products to
over 50,000 businesses in the grocery,
foodservice, convenience, mass merchandise,
quick service restaurant, and drug store indus-
tries. In 2017, McLane completed a 226,000
square-foot facility along Tower Road creating
235 new jobs to Commerce City.

McLane is passionate about making a dif-
ference in the community. The company cre-
ates a diverse and inclusive workforce through
their Hiring Our Heroes and Operation Net-
work of Champions hiring initiatives. Employ-
ees also proudly support the Children’s Mir-
acle Network and the United Way.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
McLane for this well-deserved recognition by
Commerce City.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE PUBLIC
SERVICE OF RON CARSON

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, | am honored
to rise, on behalf of Congressman BOBBY
ScoTT and myself, to recognize the achieve-
ments of Ron Carson who has made the plight
of tens of thousands of disabled coal miners
a central part of his life’'s work. Through his
decades of work directing three black lung
clinics in Southwest Virginia, and tireless ad-
vocacy efforts across the coal fields of this
country, he offered help and hope to miners
whose lungs were irreversibly scarred with the
scourge of black lung disease.

Ron was born in Pennington Gap, Virginia
during segregation. He attended a one-room
primary school on land that his great-great-
grandmother, Rachael Scott, had donated in
1939 for education of black children in Lee
County. Ron and his wife Jill, a Member of the
Town Council in Pennington Gap, founded the
Appalachian African American Cultural Center
in that same brick school house, which now
preserves the life stories, history, heritage, cul-
ture and events of African Americans in
Southwest Virginia. Although segregated in
housing and schools, African Americans found
a measure of inclusion in Central Appalachia,
where they were able to work free from the
harsh conditions in the Deep South, ad many
received equal pay for their work mining coal.

Ron worked for Westmoreland Coal Co. in
Appalachia, Virginia as did his stepfather. His
grandfather and great-grandfather both worked
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for many years for Blue Diamond Coal in
Bonny Blue, Virginia. Ron later attended the
Massachusetts School of Pharmacy, and in
1990 returned as an outreach worker in the
black lung clinic operating out of the St.
Charles Community Health Clinic. For the past
20 years he has served as the director of
three black lung clinics which are now part of
Stone Mountain Health Services. In addition to
helping miners secure diagnostic tests, treat-
ment and benefits counseling, Ron led an ef-
fort to develop what is now the largest pro-
gram for non-lawyers to successfully advocate
for black lung benefits before the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor.

There are very few attorneys who represent
miners filing claims for black lung benefits.
And, coal miners proceedings pro se are no
match for the expert legal and medical re-
sources that coal companies and insurers
dedicate to each case. Ron and his team have
worked to fill this void by providing training for
clinics, doctors, lawyers and lay representa-
tives in all 15 coal producing states. The lay
advocates working for the Stone Mountain
clinics have helped miners win over 2,000
black lung claims in the past 17 years.

In recent years, Ron documented how min-
ers with progressive massive fibrosis (PMF),
the most advanced form of black lung disease,
have flooded the clinics in southwestern Vir-
ginia. Working with the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), he
recently co-authored an article in the Journal
of the American Medical Association which
verified an epidemic of this lethal form of the
disease in Central Appalachia and helped to
elevate national awareness. “Mining disasters
get monuments, meanwhile black lung deaths
get tombstones. And I've seen many a tomb-
stone in the last 28 years from black lung,” he
noted.

At a roundtable Ron organized in Wise, Vir-
ginia, disabled miners, physicians and lawyers
explained how the current black lung adjudica-
tion process keeps justice out of teach for fat
too many deserving miners and survivors.

Ron Carson has been accessible to Mem-
bers of Congress and provided wise counsel,
as well as compassionate and enduring serv-
ice to his community. He has been recognized
by the United Mine Workers of America
(UMWA) and his peers in the black lung com-
munity. On behalf of out colleagues in the
House of Representatives, Congressman
ScoTT and | extend out appreciation for Ron’s
service to those in need.

—————

HONORING MR. SHELDON DILL

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor my friend Sheldon Dill,
who the Cheshire Chamber of Commerce is
celebrating upon his retirement at its awards
dinner in my hometown of Cheshire, Con-
necticut. Sheldon has served as President of
the Cheshire Chamber of Commerce for the
past twelve years, and his leadership has
proven invaluable through the challenges that
our town, state, and nation have faced.

Sheldon has led an impressive career in
public service. He served on the Cheshire
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Town Council, in fact, | took over his position
on the Council in 2005, and his ability to work
with members of both political parties earned
him the respect both of his fellow
councilmembers and of our entire town.
Cheshire residents know Sheldon as a dedi-
cated and creative problem solver who is al-
ways willing to advocate for our town.

As President of the Chamber of Commerce,
Sheldon has been a strong advocate for
Cheshire’s small businesses and has worked
to keep the American Dream a reality for fami-
lies in our community. The past decade has
seen big changes in Connecticut, but Sheldon
has made sure Cheshire’s businesses have a
strong voice. He leaves behind a legacy of
service to our town, and his commitment to
Cheshire sets a high bar for the rest of us
working in public service to meet. | wish him
a restful—and much deserved—retirement full
of time spent with his loved ones.

Mr. Speaker, Sheldon Dill has served the
Cheshire community as an elected official, a
volunteer, and an advocate for our business
community. His leadership as President of the
Cheshire Chamber of Commerce for the last
twelve years has made our community strong-
er and better able to lead in the 21st Century.
It is proper that we honor him here today.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, February 27, 2018, | regret not being
present for two vote sessions. During both in-
stances, | was with my constituents and the
meeting extended longer than expected. It
prevented me from making it to the House
floor on time to submit the first vote in each
series.

Had | been present, | would have voted in
support of the Democratic Motion to Recommit
H.R. 4296, Roll Call No. 88, and against the
Motion to Table the Appeal of the Ruling of
the Chair, Roll Call No. 83.

SUTRAK
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Sutrak for re-
ceiving the 2018 Commerce City Business on
the Move Award.

The Business on the Move Award recog-
nizes businesses bringing new employment,
growth in sales, or new capital investment to
Commerce City. Sutrak is a manufacturer of
HVAC systems for transit vehicles including
bus, light rail, and automated people movers.
Founded in the 1970s by Hugh Ferdows in
Germany, Sutrak expanded into the United
States and Colorado by the early 1980s.

With over 30 years of domestic production,
Sutrak systems have been installed on vir-
tually every major bus, light rail vehicle, and
automatic people mover system manufacturer
in the United States. Sutrak completed a
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major expansion in 2017, adding two new
warehouse buildings and seven additional em-
ployees to the company’s existing 70 employ-
ees.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Sutrak for this well-deserved recognition by
Commerce City.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | was not present
for the following Roll Call votes. | would like to
reflect how | would have voted, had | been
present.

Had | been present, | would have voted the
following: “YEA” on Roll Call No. 81; “YEA”
on Roll Call No. 82; “NAY” on Roll Call No.
83; “NAY” on Roll Call No. 84; “NAY” on Roll
Call No. 85; “NAY” on Roll Call No. 86;
“NAY” on Roll Call No. 87; “YEA” on Roll Call
No. 88; “NAY” on Roll Call No. 89; “NAY” on
Roll Call No. 90; and “YEA” on Roll Call No.
91.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on
February 27, 2018, | missed a series of Roll
Call votes. Had | been present, | would have
voted “YEA” on Roll Call votes No. 83, No.
84, No. 85, No. 86, and No. 87.

GEORGE T. SANDERS COMPANY

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud the George T.
Sanders Company for receiving the 2018
Commerce City Business on the Move Award.

The Business on the Move Award recog-
nizes businesses bringing new employment,
growth in sales, or new capital investment to
Commerce City. The George T. Sanders Com-
pany is Colorado’s largest independent dis-
tributor of plumbing and heating supplies and
services the plumbing, heating, and HVAC
trades as well as the general public and can
accommodate plumbing and heating projects
for residential dwellings or large commercial
buildings. Last year, George T. Sanders Com-
pany built a new, 76,000 square-foot facility in
Commerce City, which brought 25 new jobs to
the city adding to their 16 existing locations
throughout Colorado and in Wyoming.

| extend my deepest congratulations to the
George T. Sanders Company for this well-de-
served recognition by Commerce City.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

IN RECOGNITION OF THE VICTIMS
OF THE SUMGAIT POGROMS

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 30th Anniversary of the
Sumgait pogroms, one of the most horrific at-
tacks against the Armenian people committed
at the hands of Azerbaijanis.

On February 27, 1988, up to 200 Armenian
civilians living in the city of Sumgait in Azer-
baijan were indiscriminately killed, raped,
maimed, and even burned alive for no reason
other than their ethnicity. This senseless vio-
lence was instigated by hostile, anti-Armenian
rhetoric from Azerbaijani citizens and officials
against these innocent individuals.

For three decades, Azerbaijan has taken
steps to cover up these crimes against hu-
manity and dismiss the atrocities at Sumgait.
Even more disturbing is that perpetrators of
these events and similar violent attacks have
since been lauded as national heroes.

| condemn these horrific attacks. Tragically,
the Azerbaijani government’s approach toward
the Armenian people has not changed much
since these attacks were perpetrated. In 2018,
we hear the same violent rhetoric and witness
the intimidation tactics by the Azerbaijani gov-
ernment against the people of Nagorno
Karabakh.

If we do not condemn crimes against hu-
manity, we only strengthen the resolve of
those seeking to perpetrate these crimes in
the future. The Armenian people have known
this for too long, as we prepare to commemo-
rate the 103rd Anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide in April.

I will continue to work with my colleagues
on the Congressional Armenian Issues Cau-
cus to remember the victims of the pogroms at
Sumgait and to condemn all acts of violence
against people who are targeted simply be-
cause of their existence. | hope my colleagues
will join me in rejecting violent rhetoric and in-
timidation by renewing our commitment to
achieving a collective and lasting peace.

e —

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE JOHN HODGES
BENTLEY

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to recognize and honor Judge John Hodges
Bentley on the occasion of his retirement as
Circuit Judge of the 25th Judicial Circuit of
Alabama. | am proud to recognize Judge
Bentley for his many years of public service
on the bench and the practice of law. He is
truly a man who embodies the American prin-
ciples of hard work and devotion to one’s
community, state and nation.

Judge Bentley is a native of Kinston, North
Carolina. After graduating from Grainger High
School, he was appointed to the United States
Military Academy in West Point, New York
where he graduated in 1972 and was commis-
sioned into the infantry. While in the Army,
Judge Bentley served five years on active duty

March 1, 2018

commanding various infantry units on the East
German-Czech Border during the Cold War.
He finished out his active duty Army career as
an instructor in the Leadership Department at
Ft. Benning, Georgia.

Once out of the Army, Judge Bentley at-
tended the Cumberland School of Law at
Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama,
and graduated in 1980. He practiced law for
twenty-two years in Birmingham and Hamilton,
Alabama, many of those years serving as the
City Attorney for the City of Hamilton. In 2002,
he was appointed to the bench as Circuit
Judge of the 25th Judicial Circuit serving Mar-
ion and Winston Counties. Judge Bentley
served in this capacity until his retirement on
January 15, 2018.

Judge Bentley is a member of the Hamilton
First United Methodist Church and has served
as both Lay Leader and Sunday School
Teacher. Furthermore, he has served on the
Board of Directors of the Alabama Emmaus
Community. He is also one of the founders of
the Weldy Home, an emergency shelter for
abused, abandoned and neglected children.

He is married to Judy Sandlin Bentley, and
they have two children, Carrie and Samuel,
and four grandchildren, Lydia, William, Caro-
line and Jonathan.

Judge Bentley is very respected by the peo-
ple of Marion and Winston Counties for his
honesty and dedication, and | am proud to call
him my friend.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege to honor
Judge John Hodges Bentley on his many ac-
complishments and for his enduring impact on
his community, state and nation. | join his fam-
ily, friends and colleagues in wishing him
God’s richest blessings as he enters the next
chapter of his life in retirement.

——————

CONGRATULATING TAN KUEHL,
STATE CHAMPION IN WRESTLING

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate lan Kuehl, a student from Lena-
Winslow High School, for earning the Class 1
A wrestling title for the lllinois State Cham-
pionship in the 285Ib weight class.

lan Kuehl pinned his opponent in 3 minutes
25 seconds to claim his title as state cham-
pion, and | would like to recognize lan for his
tremendous accomplishment. lan’s dedication
and passion for his sport meant that he was
determined to win gold. As a former athlete, |
understand the amount of hard work and com-
mitment that goes into being awarded such a
title. lan’s title demonstrates the value of dedi-
cation and a strong work ethic. | am proud
there is such young talent in our community,
and to see him represent Lena throughout the
state.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to again formally
congratulate lan Kuehl on his title, and | join
the rest of the community in wishing him every
success in the future.



March 1, 2018

CELEBRATING THE
CONTRIBUTIONS OF ARIZONA PBS

HON. RUBEN GALLEGO

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the outstanding contributions made by Ar-
izona PBS and to celebrate its long history of
service to the children of the City of Phoenix
and the State of Arizona.

Arizona PBS is dedicated to supporting stu-
dents, families and educators with content fo-
cused on national, common core and state
standards.

Since 2010, the Arizona PBS Educational
Outreach team has reached nearly 750,000
families and more than 60,000 teachers and
teachers-in-training across the state through
large-scale events and special community de-
velopment workshops.

In addition, Arizona PBS provides edu-
cational assets through the Arizona PBS
LearningMedia online portal in English, Span-
ish and Navajo, as well as professional devel-
opment services to help guide individuals into
careers in early childhood education.

| am especially grateful for PBS’s efforts to
help families from diverse backgrounds to pre-
pare their children to enter kindergarten by
providing free online apps and games as well
as off-screen activities for early learning.

Last month, Arizona PBS launched a 24/7
children’s channel, Arizona PBS KIDS, fea-
turing an array of programming to help young
children master important skills, ranging from
reading and basic math and science to prob-
lem solving and emotional skills. This new
channel is available over the air and online to
educate, entertain and inspire children of all
backgrounds across Arizona.

In closing, | want to recognize an event held
in my district on February 17, 2018 in which
PBS invited children and families to the heart
of downtown to celebrate education, commu-
nity and exploration.

Mr. Speaker, | also want to once again pay
tribute to the outstanding work of Arizona PBS
in helping to mold the young minds and future
leaders of our great state.

L.G. EVERIST, INC.
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud L.G. Everist,
Inc. for receiving the 2018 Commerce City
Business of the Year Award.

The Business of the Year Award is given to
a Commerce City company with a pioneer
spirit that has shown a history of leadership
within its industry and the community. L.G.
Everist has demonstrated longevity and sus-
tained growth within the Commerce City com-
munity for over 26 years and just celebrated
its 140th year in business. This family owned
company provides construction aggregates,
transload/bulk services, dimensional stone,
decorative stone, rail services, and water stor-
age. The business has spanned five genera-
tions of owners and has employed other sev-
eral multi-generation families.
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In 2016, L.G. Everist expanded its facility
and is now well-positioned to accommodate
the next phase of growth to meet the growing
needs for transloading bulk construction prod-
ucts across the Denver metro region. L.G.
Everist values every opportunity to contribute
to its community through economic develop-
ment and enhancing the lives of employees,
families, and the community as a whole.

| extend my deepest congratulations to L.G.
Everist, Inc. for this well-deserved recognition
by Commerce City.

HONORING MARK VAN EYCK
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Mark Van Eyck.
Mark is a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy
Scouts of America, Troop 522, and earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Mark has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Mark has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Mark
has contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Mark remodeled a youth
area at his church, Harmony Vineyard, in Kan-
sas City, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Mark for his accomplishments
with the Boy Scouts of America and for his ef-
forts put forth in achieving the highest distinc-
tion of Eagle Scout.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF FRANCISCO CHARGUALAF
MENO

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and legacy of Francisco C.
Meno. Francisco was a proud son of Guam,
faithful public servant, and a dear friend. He
was born on November 28, 1939 to Felipe Q.
and Fidela Chargualaf Meno, and he passed
away on February 6, 2018 at the age of 78.

Francisco graduated from George Wash-
ington High School and went on to marry the
love of his life, Rosa Rivera Meno. Together
with Rosa, Francisco cared for his children
and provided for his family. He was a member
of Guam’s greatest generation who survived
the occupation of Guam during World War II.
Francisco went on to serve our local commu-
nity as a fire fighter with the Guam Fire De-
partment. He was fondly known as “Chief,”
served in the Guam Fire Department for thirty
years, retiring in 1988 as the department’s
Fire Chief.

In addition to his career as a fire fighter,
Francisco was a skilled carpenter, mason, and
fisherman. He was recognized by the Guam
Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency as

E247

a Master of Chamorro Tradition as a “Master
Kakahat Sagualle” or “Master Hut Builder.”
Francisco’s huts were a part of many special
celebrations throughout the island. He also
graciously passed on his knowledge of hut
building to all those who were willing to learn.
Francisco was a firm believer of the need to
pass down the traditions and culture of the
Chamorro people. He also gave his time and
talent to build many things for his village par-
ish of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Inarajan.

Francisco’s true passion in life was fishing.
Francisco was known as a skilled fisherman
and always shared his catch with family and
friends. His involvement in village events and
service in public safety were testaments of his
leadership and commitment to the community
of Guam.

| am deeply saddened by the passing of
Francisco C. Meno, and my thoughts and
prayers are with his family, loved ones and
friends. | join the people of Guam in cele-
brating his life and remembering his many
contributions to our island and his village of
Inarajan. | extend my condolences to his wife
Rosa, their children Frank, Joseph, Rosanne,
Kurt, Brian, Dorinda, Melanie, Roderick,
Vanessa, and numerous grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. He will be deeply missed,
and his memory will live on in the hearts of
the people of Guam.

RECOGNIZING MS. KRISTY BAXTER
FOR HER INTERNSHIP WITH THE
UNI-CAPITOL WASHINGTON IN-
TERNSHIP PROGRAMME

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize an exceptional young Australian
who is currently interning in my Washington
D.C. office. Kristy Baxter came to our office as
part of the Uni-Capitol Washington Internship
Programme (UCWIP) and has been a valuable
contributor to our efforts on behalf of New
York’s Tenth Congressional District.

UCWIP has worked with congressional of-
fices to foster strong ties and understanding
between the United States and Australian gov-
ernments by bringing the best and the bright-
est from top Australian universities to intern on
Capitol Hill. | am proud to have personally
hosted 14 Australians since 2003—each bring-
ing their own unique outlooks on policy and
desire to contribute.

Kristy, a student from Deakin University,
studying a Bachelor of International Studies,
has interned in our office since January and
has quickly proved herself to be a highly valu-
able member of our team. Over the past
weeks, it has been a pleasure to see her
swiftly develop into an increasingly confident
and pro-active individual. Her innate curiosity
to learn, matched with her willingness to work
hard, saw her tasked with researching Medi-
care and the healthcare industry, tax havens
and financial secrecy as well as attending for-
eign affairs briefings on difficulties with post-
conflict transition in Colombia and the involve-
ment of the U.S. intelligence community in
Sudan. Kristy is an exceptionally calm and af-
fable presence in the office and encounters
everyone she meets with respect. Through
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hard work, dedication and ability to learn from
those around her, Kristy became a tremen-
dous asset to our office and the Tenth Con-
gressional District.

My team has learned a great deal about the
current political situation in Australia as
Kristy’s fascination with America continues to
grow. She is an absolute pleasure to have in
the office and | offer her my thanks for a job
well done. | wish her the best of luck in all of
her future endeavors.

BASF CORPORATION

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud BASF Cor-
poration for receiving the 2018 Commerce City
Business on the Move Award.

The Business on the Move Award recog-
nizes businesses bringing new employment,
growth in sales, or new capital investment to
Commerce City. BASF currently employs
17,500 people across North America and
114,000 worldwide, and operates across five
segments—Chemicals, Performance Products,
Functional Materials & Solutions, Agricultural
Solutions and Oil and Gas. These segments
create chemistry for a sustainable future in
nearly all sectors and almost every country in
the world. In Commerce City, BASF Corpora-
tion’s local focus is in the area of construction
chemicals. The company operates out of a
150,000 square-feet facility with almost 150
employees including the addition of 30 new
employees in 2017.

BASF is extremely involved in the commu-
nity where their employees engage in BASF
Kids Lab, Site Safety Day, Boy & Girl Scouts,
and Engineer’s Without Borders.

| extend my deepest congratulations to the
BASF for this well-deserved recognition by
Commerce City.

HONORING IAN McDONALD

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize lan McDonald. lan
is a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy
Scouts of America, Troop 255, and earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

lan has been very active with his troop, par-
ticipating in many scout activities. Over the
many years lan has been involved with scout-
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community. Most notably, lan has
contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. lan built and delivered a
dozen wooden duck houses to the Missouri
Department of conservation for distribution
and installation on both public and private
waters in western Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending lan for his accomplishments with
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the Boy Scouts of America and for his efforts
put forth in achieving the highest distinction of
Eagle Scout.

RECOGNIZING MR. TRENTON
“TRENT” JEROME McCLUSKEY

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to recognize and honor Mr. Trenton “Trent”
Jerome McCluskey on the occasion of his re-
tirement as the Jail Administrator for Walker
County, Alabama back on February 1, 2018. |
am proud to recognize Mr. McCluskey for his
many years of public service to our area. He
is truly a man who embodies the American
principles of hard work and devotion to one’s
community, state and nation.

Mr. Trent McCluskey is a native of Jasper,
Alabama and a graduate of Walker High
School. After graduating high school, he at-
tended Walker State Technical College and
then earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from
International Bible College in 1985. He re-
ceived a Criminal Justice Certificate from the
University of Alabama in 1997 and his Juris
Doctorate from the Birmingham School of Law
in 2000.

Trent began his career in corrections in
1991 working for the State of Alabama Depart-
ment of Corrections. His career could have
ended prematurely in 1993 when he was
stabbed by an inmate and thrown from the
second tier of the William E. Donaldson Cor-
rectional Facility. However, after an 18-month
recovery period, he returned to work at the
Walker County Jail in 1995. In 1999, one year
after the completion of the new jail, he was
named as the Jail Administrator where he
served until January, 2018. As Administrator,
he supervised the daily operations including
up to 290 inmates, 43 full-time employees and
a $2.5 million dollar budget.

Trent was also very active in his community
and received a certificate of appreciation in
1997 from the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks. He was also named Volunteer
of the Year in 1994 from the Daybreak Spous-
al Abuse Shelter and received their Commu-
nity Service Award in 1996. He was very ac-
tive in the Jasper Chapter of the Lions Club
International, serving as president from 2001
to 2002, Zone Chairman for District 34—L from
2002 to 2003 and District Governor for District
34-L from 2004 to 2005.

Trent has one daughter, Terina Michelle
Preston, and four grandchildren, Peyton,
Conner, Grayson and Ryland. He is highly re-
spected by the people of Walker County for
his honesty, hard work and dedication, and |
am proud to have had the opportunity to work
with him over the years.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege to recog-
nize and honor Trenton “Trent” Jerome
McCluskey on his many accomplishments and
for his enduring impact on his community. |
join his family, friends and colleagues in wish-
ing him God’s richest blessings in the next
chapter of his life in retirement.

March 1, 2018

RECOGNIZING JUDY BLAND FOR
OUTSTANDING SERVICE

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Ms. Judy Bland and her selfless
contributions to the residents of Kane County,
lllinois. For nearly 20 years, Ms. Bland has
worked as a Victim Advocate for the Kane
County State’s Attorney’s office.

In 1996, Ms. Bland joined the office as an
intern and soon after was offered a full-time
position as Administrative Assistant. Less than
two years later, she began working as a Vic-
tim Advocate and was recently named as the
Director of the Victims’ Rights Unit. Early in
her career, she was asked to advocate for a
mother whose 20-month-old daughter was a
murder victim. Ms. Bland was there every step
of the way and her persistence encouraged
the mother to seek her own career as a para-
legal.

When the death sentence of Luther Casteel,
who killed two and wounded 16 in Elgin, llli-
nois in 2001 was commuted, Ms. Bland per-
sonally called the families of the victims and
survivors informing them of what the Gov-
ernor's action meant. From Ms. Bland’s per-
spective, everyone who witnessed the shoot-
ing deserved a phone call. Ms. Bland helped
coordinate crisis and grief counselors in the
aftermath of the Northern lllinois University at-
tack that killed five and wounded 17. Name a
major crime or crisis in the last two decades
and it is likely Ms. Bland helped people deal
with the aftermath through her comfort, advo-
cacy, and good counsel. It's not an easy nor
a glamorous job, but the important work that
Ms. Bland has done has changed the lives of
people when they were in the greatest need of
support.

Mr. Speaker, and distinguished colleagues;
please join me in recognizing and thanking
Ms. Judy Bland for her selfless contributions
to the residents of Kane County, lllinois and
her excellent example of public service.

GALLERY ON THE GO
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Gallery on
The Go, Inc. for receiving the 2018 Commerce
City Entrepreneurial Spirit Award.

The Entrepreneurial Spirit Award recognizes
a company or entrepreneur that demonstrates
a pioneering spirit and development of a busi-
ness start-up, new product development, or a
company/product with growth in new markets.
In October 2011, Maria Borrego, a Commerce
City resident and Adams City High School
graduate, co-founded the mobile painting plan-
ning party, Gallery on The Go. She was joined
by Mandy Thomas in 2014 and today are a
staff of four full-time and two part time employ-
ees. They have now expanded to over 160
Independent Gallery Guides in 30 states, serv-
ing over 35,000 painters in 2017.

In addition to expanding across the country,
Gallery on The Go is also committed to giving
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back to the community. They have given over
$105,000 in donations, fundraising painting
parties, and free events to benefit a variety of
non-profits within the Commerce City commu-
nity.

Iyextend my deepest congratulations to Gal-
lery On The Go, Inc. for this well-deserved
recognition by Commerce City.

——

ZIMBABWE AFTER MUGABE
HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday we held a hearing on Zimbabwe.
The hearing has been a long time in the mak-
ing—for some 37 years since the birth of the
modern nation of Zimbabwe, Robert Mugabe
dominated the political landscape of this re-
source rich and promising country, first as
Prime Minister, then as President, always as
Strongman. It was a 37-year rule which, sadly,
betrayed the post-colonial aspirations of free-
dom, one which was marked by misrule, mis-
management and mistreatment of Mugabe’s
fellow citizens.

For many Zimbabweans, and for many
years, envisioning a ‘“Zimbabwe after
Mugabe” was considered a fool's errand.
Elections—some more flawed than others—
had come and gone, opportunities for reform
fallen by the wayside, and through it all the
domineering presence of one man haunted
the dreams of his countrymen.

Then, in a matter of weeks, culminating last
November, the landscape changed. The once-
invincible ruler in October 2017 set into motion
a series of events which left him not only
ousted from the Zimbabwe National Union-Pa-
triotic Front party, or ZANU-PF, but pushed
off his presidential perch.

The drama began in earnest when Mugabe
sought to prop up his wife Grace’s standing as
his designated successor by ousting one of
his two Vice Presidents, Emmerson
Mnangagwa, presumably to elevate his wife to
the position, while simultaneously moving
against Mnangagwa’s allies in the government
and in ZANU-PF, promoting a younger gen-
eration aligned with Grace.

Mnangagwa was part of an older faction in
ZANU-PF, the generation that fought for lib-
eration, with roots and strong connections in
the military. As Rhodesian Bush War veterans
and political survivors, Mnangagwa and his
comrades could draw upon a reservoir of ex-
perience and cunning; they were not to be so
easily pushed aside.

So while Mugabe sought to tighten the
reigns of control in favor of his wife and her
allies, the other Vice President and head of
the Zimbabwe Defense Force, Constantino
Chiwenga, made a bold statement on Novem-
ber 13, saying in “matters of protecting our
revolution, the military will not hesitate to step
in.” This was declared “treasonous,” but be-
fore Chiwenga himself could be arrested, the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Zimbabwe Defense Forces did in fact step in
and confined the long-serving President to his
quarters while taking control of key points
around the country.

What followed were spontaneous popular
demonstrations against Robert Mugabe, indi-
cating that a spell had been broken. ZANU-
PF convened a meeting which declared
Mnangagwa to be interim leader of the party,
and in the face of impeachment proceedings
against Mugabe, the 93-year-old President re-
luctantly stepped down, allowing Mnangagwa
to assume the vacancy. This series of actions
preserved a veneer of constitutional process,
such that neither our country nor the African
Union would label the events that took place
a “coup;” indeed, if it were a coup, it was a
popularly supported one, and one which sub-
sequently received High Court ratification.

So where does that leave us? Who is
Emmerson Mnangagwa, the man who was
sworn in as Zimbabwe’s President on Novem-
ber 21?

Critics call him “the Crocodile,” and recall
his role as Mugabe’s right-hand man and con-
fidant, including during the brutal period in the
early 1980s, when in the newly independent
nation Mugabe waged an internal campaign of
repression against fellow revolutionary leader
Joshua Nkomo, killing thousands of ethnic mi-
nority Ndebele followers of Nkomo. During this
time, Mugabe was assisted by military advi-
sors from East Germany and North Korea,
and by his Minister of State Security, one
Emmerson Mnangagwa.

Others, more charitably, admit that
Mnangagwa was indeed once the Crocodile,
but maintain that he has changed, undergoing
a religious conversion to Evangelical Christi-
anity. Indeed, his rhetoric since ascending to
power has been reassuring, stating that he will
restore democracy, rule of law, economic
prosperity and trade while addressing endemic
corruption. On the issue of land tenure, he
said he would end the seizures of property
that Mugabe had used to punish enemies and
reward cronies.

So we stand at a crossroads, perhaps fac-
ing a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity where
Zimbabwe can chart a new course. Yet one
cannot be Pollyanna, nor disregard the wise
words of Pete Townshend, who once sang
“Meet the new Boss, same as the old Boss
. . . We won't get fooled again.”

On the issue of land seizures, for example,
one notes that the newly-retired general and,
as of December 28, 2017, the new Vice Presi-
dent, Constantino Chiwenga—who issued the
“treasonous” challenge that led to Mugabe’s
ouster—is alleged to be a beneficiary of
Mugabe’s past largess with other people’s
land.

Indeed, as we attempt to read the tea
leaves and discern what the entrails portend,
we will be assisted by a stellar panel. While
the State Department is unable to send a wit-
ness due to the immediacy of issues con-
cerning the budget and Secretary Tillerson’s
impending trip to Africa, we have with us a
former Ambassador of the United States to
Zimbabwe as well as one of the key imple-
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menters of our democracy promotion policy in
Zimbabwe. We also have two Zimbabweans
with us, who are extremely versed and in-
volved in contemporary events in the country.

Yesterday’s hearing looked at the prospects
for true democratic and governance reform, as
well as the potential restoration of rule of law.

We truly hope that the arrival of a new gov-
ernment signals an opportunity for establishing
a mutually beneficial relationship between the
United States and Zimbabwe, and that as the
near future unfolds, events will allow us to re-
evaluate some of the sanctions that were im-
posed during the Mugabe years.

———

16TH DISTRICT CONGRESSIONAL
TEACHERS AWARDS

HON. VERN BUCHANAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2018

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of outstanding public school
teachers in Florida’s 16th Congressional Dis-
trict.

| was once told that children are 25 percent
of the population, but they are 100 percent of
the future.

And it's true. The education of a child is an
investment, not only in that student, but in the
future of our country.

Therefore, | established the Congressional
Teacher Awards to honor educators for their
ability to teach and inspire students.

An independent panel has chosen the fol-
lowing teachers from Manatee, Sarasota, and
Hillsborough counties for Florida’s 16th District
2018 Congressional Teacher Award for their
accomplishments as educators:

Ms. Michelle Brewster for her accomplish-
ments as a sixth grade Math teacher at Eisen-
hower Middle School.

Ms. Karen Lewellen, for her accomplish-
ments as a Math teacher at State College of
Florida Collegiate School.

Ms. Carrie Ling, for her accomplishments as
a Math and Science teacher at Braden River
Elementary School.

Mr. Nelson Lopez for his accomplishments
as an ELA and Journalism teacher Palmetto
High School.

Ms. Barb Rannigan, for her accomplish-
ments as a third grade teacher at Alta Vista
Elementary School.

Ms. Es Swihart for her accomplishments as
an English teacher at Riverview High School.

Dr. Terri St. John for her accomplishments
as an English teacher at Sarasota High
School.

Ms. Deborah Walker, for her accomplish-
ments as a sixth grade Science teacher at
Sarasota Military Academy Prep.

On behalf of the people of Florida’s 16th
District | congratulate each of these out-
standing teachers and offer my sincere appre-
ciation for their service and dedication.
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Dazily Digest

HIGHLIGHTS

See Résumé of Congressional Activity.

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages $1295-S1323

Measures Introduced: Thirteen bills and five reso-
lutions were introduced, as follows: S. 2477-2489,
and S. Res. 419-423. Page S1316

Measures Passed:

Rural Wireless Access Act: Senate passed S. 1621,
to require the Federal Communications Commission
to establish a methodology for the collection by the
Commission of information about commercial mobile
service and commercial mobile data service.

Page S1320

Department of Veterans Affairs memorial
headstones and markers: Committee on Veterans’
Affairs was discharged from further consideration of
H.R. 3656, to amend title 38, United States Code,
to provide for a consistent eligibility date for provi-
sion of Department of Veterans Affairs memorial
headstones and markers for eligible spouses and de-
pendent children of veterans whose remains are un-
available, and the bill was then passed.

Pages S1320-21

Tribal Cemeteries burial benefits: Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs was discharged from further consid-
eration of S. 2248, to amend title 38, United States
Code, to authorize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to provide certain burial benefits for spouses and
children of veterans who are buried in tribal ceme-
teries, and the bill was then passed. Page S1321

Veterans Cemetery Benefit Correction Act: Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs was discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 2372, to amend title 38,
United States Code, to provide outer burial recep-
tacles for remains buried in National Parks, and the
bill was then passed. Page S1321

National Eating Disorders Awareness Week:
Senate agreed to S. Res. 419, designating the week
of February 26 through March 4, 2018, as “National

Eating Disorders Awareness Week” and supporting
the goals and ideals of raising awareness and under-
standing of eating disorders. Page S1321

World Wildlife Day: Senate agreed to S. Res.
420, designating March 3, 2018, as “World Wild-
life Day”. Page S1321

Condemning the borrific attack in Parkland,
Florida: Senate agreed to S. Res. 421, condemning
the horrific attack in Parkland, Florida, and express-
ing support and prayers for all those impacted by
that tragedy. Page S1321

Read Across America Day: Senate agreed to S.
Res. 422, designating March 2, 2018, as “Read
Across America Day”. Page S1321

Rare Disease Day: Senate agreed to S. Res. 423,
designating February 28, 2018, as “Rare Disease
Day”. Page S1321

Measures Considered:

Economic Growth, Regulatory Relief, and Con-
sumer Protection Act—Cloture: Senate began con-
sideration of the motion to proceed to consideration
of S. 2155, to promote economic growth, provide
tailored regulatory relief, and enhance consumer pro-
tections. Pages S1307-09
A motion was entered to close further debate on
the motion to proceed to consideration of the bill,
and, in accordance with the provisions of Rule XXII
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, a vote on clo-
ture will occur on Tuesday, March 6, 2018.
Page S1307
Prior to the consideration of this measure, Senate
took the following action:
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session. Page S1307

Scholer Nomination—Agreement: By 96 yeas to 1
nay (Vote No. 43), Senate agreed to the motion to
close further debate on the nomination of Karen
Gren Scholer, to be United States District Judge for
the Northern District of Texas. Pages S1304-05
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A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that at approximately 3 p.m., on Monday,
March 5, 2018, Senate resume consideration of the
nomination, under the order of Wednesday, February
28, 2018. Page S1321

Self Nomination: Senate resumed consideration of
the nomination of Tilman Eugene Self III, to be
United States District Judge for the Middle District
of Georgia. Page S1305

During consideration of this nomination today,
Senate also took the following action:

By 85 yeas to 12 nays (Vote No. 44), Senate
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the
nomination. Page S1305

Doughty Nomination: Senate resumed consider-
ation of the nomination of Terry A. Doughty, to be
United States District Judge for the Western Dis-
trict of Louisiana. Page S1307

During consideration of this nomination today,
Senate also took the following action:

By 94 yeas to 2 nays (Vote No. 45), Senate agreed
to the motion to close further debate on the nomina-
tion. Page S1307

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations:

By 69 yeas to 28 nays (Vote No. EX. 42), A.
Marvin Quattlebaum, Jr., of South Carolina, to be
United States District Judge for the District of
South Carolina. Page S1304

Gregory Doud, of Kansas, to be Chief Agricul-
tural Negotiator, Office of the United States Trade
Representative, with the rank of Ambassador.

Jason Kearns, of Colorado, to be a Member of the
United States International Trade Commission for
the term expiring December 16, 2024.

Dennis Shea, of Virginia, to be a Deputy United
States Trade Representative (Geneva Office), with
the rank of Ambassador.

C.J. Mahoney, of Kansas, to be a Deputy United
States Trade Representative (Investment, Services,
Labor, Environment, Africa, China, and the Western
Hemisphere), with the rank of Ambassador.

Page S1322

34 Air Force nominations in the rank of general.

2 Army nominations in the rank of general.

3 Marine Corps nominations in the rank of gen-
eral.

2 Navy nominations in the rank of admiral.

Routine lists in the Air Force, Army, Marine
Corps, and Navy. Pages S1322-23

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations:

Henry E. Hudson, of Virginia, to be a Member of
the United States Sentencing Commission for a term
expiring October 31, 2021.
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William Graham Otis, of Virginia, to be a Mem-
ber of the United States Sentencing Commission for
a term expiring October 31, 2021.

William H. Pryor, Jr., of Alabama, to be a Mem-
ber of the United States Sentencing Commission for
a term expiring October 31, 2023.

William H. Pryor, Jr., of Alabama, to be Chair of
the United States Sentencing Commission.

Luis Felipe Restrepo, of Pennsylvania, to be a
Member of the United States Sentencing Commis-
sion for a term expiring October 31, 2019.

Pages S1321-22

Nomination Discharged: The following nomina-
tion were discharged from further committee consid-
eration and placed on the Executive Calendar:

Anne Marie White, of Michigan, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Energy (Environmental Manage-
ment), which was sent to the Senate on January 8,
2018, from the Senate Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. Page S1322

Messages from the House: Page S1313

Measures Placed on the Calendar:
Pages S1295, S1313

Executive Communications: Pages S1313-14

Petitions and Memorials: Pages S1314-16

Executive Reports of Committees: Page S1316

Additional Cosponsors: Page S1317

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S1317-19

Additional Statements: Page S1313

Authorities for Committees to Meet:
Pages S1319-20

Record Votes: Four record votes were taken today.
(Total—45) Pages S1304, S1305, S1307

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 4:58 p.m., until 3 p.m. on Monday,
March 5, 2018. (For Senate’s program, see the re-
marks of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on
page S1321.)

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

NOMINATIONS

Committee on Armed Services: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine the nominations of Lieutenant
General Paul M. Nakasone, USA, to be general and
Director, National Security Agency/Chief, Central
Security Service/Commander, United States Cyber
Command, Department of Defense, and Brent K.
Park, of Tennessee, to be Deputy Administrator for
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Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation, National Nuclear
Security Administration, and Anne Marie White, of
Michigan, to be an Assistant Secretary (Environ-
mental Management), both of the Department of En-
ergy, after the nominees testified and answered ques-
tions in their own behalf.

SEMIANNUAL MONETARY POLICY REPORT

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs:
Committee concluded a hearing to examine the
Semiannual Monetary Policy Report to the Congress,
including S. 2155, to promote economic growth,
provide tailored regulatory relief, and enhance con-
sumer protections, after receiving testimony from Je-
rome H. Powell, Chairman, Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System.

POSITIVE TRAIN CONTROL

Committee on  Commerce, Science, and Transportation:
Committee concluded a hearing to examine imple-
mentation of positive train control, including oppor-
tunities to provide Federal assistance, after receiving
testimony from Susan Fleming, Director, Physical
Infrastructure, Government Accountability Office;
Barry J. DeWeese, Assistant Inspector General for
Surface Transportation Audits, Department of Trans-
portation; David L. Mayer, Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority, New York, New York; and Rich-
ard Anderson, Amtrak, Washington, D.C.

ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE CYBER
SECURITY

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Committee
concluded a hearing to examine private sector and
government challenges and opportunities to promote
the cyber security and resiliency of our nation’s crit-
ical energy infrastructure, after receiving testimony
from former Representative Jim Matheson, National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, Arlington,
Virginia; Bruce J. Walker, Assistant Secretary of En-
ergy, Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reli-
ability; Barbara Endicott-Popovsky, University of
Washington Center for Information Assurance and
Cybersecurity, Bothell; Robert M. Lee, Dragos, Han-
over, Maryland; and William H. Sanders, University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana.

REBUILDING AMERICAN
INFRASTRUCTURE

Committee on  Environment and Public Works: Com-
mittee concluded a hearing to examine the Adminis-
tration’s framework for rebuilding infrastructure in
America, after receiving testimony from Elaine L.
Chao, Secretary of Transportation; and R.D. James,
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works, De-
partment of Defense.
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NOMINATIONS

Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded
a hearing to examine the nominations of Robert
Frank Pence, of Virginia, to be Ambassador to the
Republic of Finland, who was introduced by Senator
Cornyn, and Trevor D. Traina, of California, to be
Ambassador to the Republic of Austria, both of the
Department of State, and Judy Lynn Shelton, of Vir-
ginia, to be United States Director of the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, after the
nominees testified and answered questions in their
own behalf.

FEDERAL MANAGERS

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: Subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs and Fed-
eral Management concluded a hearing to examine
the role of Federal managers in hiring, after receiv-
ing testimony from Mark Reinhold, Associate Direc-
tor, Employee Services, Office of Personnel Manage-
ment; Angela Bailey, Chief Human Capital Officer,
Department of Homeland Security; and Kevin E.
Mahoney, Director of Human Resources and Chief
Human Capital Officer, Department of Commerce.

NOMINATION

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions:
Committee concluded a hearing to examine the
nomination of John F. Ring, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be a Member of the National Labor Rela-
tions Board, after the nominee testified and answered
questions in his own behalf.

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported the nominations of Billy J. Williams,
to be United States Attorney for the District of Or-
egon, Mark S. James, to be United States Marshal
for the Western District of Missouri, Daniel C.
Mosteller, to be United States Marshal for the Dis-
trict of South Dakota, and Jesse Seroyer, Jr., to be
United States Marshal for the Middle District of
Alabama, all of the Department of Justice.

BUSINESS MEETING

Select  Committee on  Intelligence: Committee met in
closed session to consider pending intelligence mat-
ters.

Committee recessed subject to the call.

INTELLIGENCE

Select  Committee on  Intelligence: Committee met in
closed session to receive a briefing on certain intel-
ligence matters from officials of the intelligence
community.
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House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 22 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 5132-5153; 1 private bill, H.R.
5154; and 3 resolutions, H. Res. 759-761 were in-
troduced. Pages H1340-41

Additional Cosponsors: Page H1342

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today.

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Harris to act as Speaker
pro tempore for today. Page H1337

Guest Chaplain: The prayer was offered by the
Guest Chaplain, Rev. Gene Hemrick, St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church, Washington, DC. Page H1337

Social Security Advisory Board—Reappointment:
The Chair announced the Speaker’s reappointment of
the following individual on the part of the House to
the Social Security Advisory Board for a term of six
years: Ms. Nancy Altman of Bethesda, Maryland.
Page H1337

Joint Select Committee on Budget and Appro-
priations Process Reform—Appointment: The
Chair announced on behalf of the Speaker and Ma-
jority Leader of the Senate, the joint appointment of
the following Member to the Joint Select Committee
on Budget and Appropriations Process Reform as co-
chair: Representative Womack. Page H1337

Joint Select Committee on Solvency of Multiem-
ployer Pension Plans—Appointment: The Chair
announced on behalf of the Speaker and Majority
Leader of the Senate, the joint appointment of the
following Senator to the Joint Select Committee on
Solvency of Multiemployer Pension Plans as co-chair:
Senator Hatch. Pages H1337-38

Joint Select Committee on Budget and Appro-
priations Process Reform—Appointment: Read a
letter from Representative Pelosi, Minority Leader,
in which she announced her joint appointment with
the Minority Leader of the Senate of the following
Member to serve as co-chair of the Joint Select Com-

mittee on Budget and Appropriations Process Re-
form: Representative Lowey. Page H1338

Expressing the condolences of the House of Rep-
resentatives on the death of the Reverend Billy
Graham: The House agreed to discharge from com-
mittee and agree to H. Res. 759, expressing the con-
dolences of the House of Representatives on the
death of the Reverend Billy Graham. Page H1338

Senate Referrals: S. Con. Res. 35 was held at the
desk. S.J. Res. 53 was referred to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform. Page H1337

Senate Messages: Messages received from the Senate
by the Clerk and subsequently presented to the
House today appear on pages H1337.

Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no yea-and-nay
votes, and there were no Recorded votes. There were
no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 1:30 p.m. and at
1:36 p.m., pursuant to House Resolution 759, the
House stands adjourned as a mark of respect to the
memory of the late Billy Graham.

Committee Meetings
No hearings were held.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR MONDAY,
MARCH 5, 2018

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)
Senate

No meetings/hearings scheduled.

House

Full Committee, hearing on H.R. 1917, the “Blocking
Regulatory Interference from Closing Kilns Act of 20177,
and H.R. 1119, the “Satisfying Energy Needs and Saving
the Environment Act”, 5 p.m., H-313 Capitol.
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Résumé of Congressional Activity

SECOND SESSION OF THE ONE HUNDRED FIFTEENTH CONGRESS

The first table gives a comprehensive résumé of all legislative business transacted by the Senate and House.
The second table accounts for all nominations submitted to the Senate by the President for Senate confirmation.

DATA ON LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY
January 3 through February 28, 2018

Senate House  Total
Days in $ession .......cccocevevvevnenerneenes 35 30
Time in SESSION ...cccvvvrveeveeeiieieeeiaeenns 207 hrs., 44" 126 hrs., 39
Congressional Record:
Pages of proceedings ..........cc...... 1,293 1,268
Extensions of Remarks ................ .. 223 ..
Public bills enacted into law ............... 8 21 29
Private bills enacted into law 1 1
Bills in conference .. .. ..
Measures passed, total ..o 54 104 158
Senate bills .....ccoovvieiiiiiiiiiins 8 7
House bills 11 64
Senate joint resolutions .............. 1
House joint resolutions ...............
Senate concurrent resolutions ...... 2
House concurrent resolutions ...... 7 7
Simple resolutions 25 25 ..
Measures reported, total *39 *102 141
Senate bills .....ccoocvvieiiiiiiiiiis 16 2
House bills 22 87
Senate joint resolutions
House joint resolutions ...............
Senate concurrent resolutions ......
House concurrent resolutions ......
Simple resolutions ............ccccee.e. 1 13
Special reports 1
Conference reports .. ..
Measures pending on calendar ............. 216 50 ..
Measures introduced, total 261 500 761
202 397
Joint resolutions ........cccceceevernnene 3 6
Concurrent resolutions 4 13
Simple resolutions 52 84
Quorum calls .....ccooceviiiiiiniiin, .. 2
Yea-and-nay votes .........cccoceverreuinne. 41 67
Recorded votes .......ccocveniiiiiiniiiien, .. 22

Bills vetoed ......ccooiiiiiiiniiie

Vetoes overridden .......ccccoevvvieniiencen.

*These figures include all measures reported, even if there was no accom-
panying report. A total of 13 written reports have been filed in the Senate,
102 reports have been filed in the House.

DISPOSITION OF EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS
January 3 through February 28, 2018

Civilian nominations, totaling 313 (including 145 nominations carried
over from the First Session), disposed of as follows:

Confirmed 52
Unconfirmed 167
Withdrawn 4
Returned to White House 90
Other Civilian nominations, totaling 579 (including 2 nominations
carried over from the First Session), disposed of as follows:
Confirmed 309
Unconfirmed ............. 261
Returned to White Hou 9
Air Force nominations, totaling 1,355 (including 76 nominations
carried over from the First Session), disposed of as follows:
Confirmed 228
Unconfirmed .... 1,125
Returned to White House 2
Army nominations, totaling 2,335 (including 12 nominations carried
over from the First Session), disposed of as follows:
CONFITME .ottt 43
Unconfirmed ........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiecic e 2,292
Navy nominations, totaling 81 (including 11 nominations carried
over from the First Session), disposed of as follows:
CONFITME ...iviiiieiieii ettt ere e eaeas 14
Unconfirmed 66
Returned to White House 1
Marine Corps nominations, totaling 1,312, disposed of as follows:
CONFITME .ottt 771
Unconfirmed ........ccoooiiiiiiiiiecie e 541
Summary
Total nominations carried over from the First Session ............cccccoueene.. 246
Total nominations received this Session 5,729

Total confirmed

Total unconfirmed

Total withdrawn ...

Total returned to the White House
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
3 p.m., Monday, March 5 12 noon, Monday, March 5
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Monday: Senate will resume consideration  Program for Monday: To be announced.
of the nomination of Karen Gren Scholer, to be United
States District Judge for the Northern District of Texas.
At 5:30 p.m., Senate will vote on confirmation of the
nominations of Karen Gren Scholer, to be United States
District Judge for the Northern District of Texas, Tilman
Eugene Self III, to be United States District Judge for
the Middle District of Georgia, and Terry A. Doughty,
to be United States District Judge for the Western Dis-
trict of Louisiana.

Extensions of Remarks, as inserted in this issue
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